
SEALSKINS AND COPPERSKINS.

provisions are likely to be plentiful, and there they prect igloos, or huts
constructed of blocks of ice, and vaulted in the roof. If thepre ob-
liged to change their quarters during the winter, either e'rmanently or
temporarily, they build fresh igloos of snow cut into blocks, wjich soon
freeze, and in the space of an hoir or two they are thus able to provide
themselves with new premises. The only animals domesticated by
the Esquimaux are their fine and very intelligent dogs. They serve
them as guards, as guides, as beasts of burden and draught, as com-
panions, and assist them in the pursuit of every kind of wild animal.
The women have the care of all household affairs, and do the tailor's
and shoemaker's work, and prepare the skins for all articles of cloth-
ing and bedding-no unimportant department in such a -climate as
theirs: the men have nothing to think of but to supply provisions by
hunting and fishing. Sporting, which in civilised society is a mere
recreation and amusement, is the profession and serions employment,
as well as the delight, çf the savage. And we find in the rational,
as well as in the irrational, animal when in its wild state, the highest
development of those instincts and sensible powers with which God
has endowed it for its maintenance and self-preservation, and which
it loses, in proportion as it ceases to need them, in civilised society
or in the domesticated state.

The Arctic regions, though ill-adapted for the abode of man,
teem with animal life. The seal, the walrus, and the whale supply
the ordinary needs of the Esquimaux. In the mouths of their rivers
they find an abundance of salmon; various kinds of ducks and other
aquatic birds inhabit their coasts in multitudes; reindeer and par-
tridges are plentiful on the hills; while the most highly prized as

-Well as the most formidable game is the great polar-bear, whose flesh
affords the most dainty feast, and whose skin the warmest clothing,
to these children of the North.

Captain Hall lived, for months at a time, alone with the Esqui-
maux. He acquired some proficiency in their language, and shàred
their life in all respects. He became popular with them, and even
gained some influence over them. He experienced some difficulty in
his first attempt to eat raw flesh (some whale's blubber which was
served up for dinner); but on a second trial, when urged by hunger,
he made a hearty meal on the blood of a seal which had just been
killed, which he found to be delicious. After this, cooking was en-
tirely dispensed with. Those who~have visited new and "unsettled"
countries will be able to testify how easily man passes into a savage
state, and how pleasant the transition is to his inferior nature. There
is a charm in the freedom, in the total emancipation from the arti-
ficial restraints, the feverish eQlisions, and daily anxieties of civilised
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