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[Mareb,

if T may so ) term it, varies with the nature
of the COUﬂtl’y~Wthh it borders ; bounded

tent of nnobatmctecl canoc  navigation ;
clsewhere probably by -the limit of the
coast range of mountains, whence the
smaller streams originate. "For example,
upon thé Columbia Rlver the vicinity. of
the Cascades; about 120 nnles from the sea;
. upon Frazer’s River, tic falls or first ra
- ids, about 110. - Nature it would hence
. pear, herself places a barrier which
checks the future extension of the inferior
nations seaward, and prevents inv
 the coast tribes beyond the limits easily
. accessible with the canoes, in-
habit or necessity, all their ‘excursions,
-+ wwhether of peace or war, are performed.
. The Esqulmauﬁ are the solnary exception
. to this general rule. ~Frequenting the
islands and coast. from the vicinity of

Cook’s inlet to the southern point of Lab-

rador, they do not penctrate Hudson's Bay
beyond a very lmited distance from either
point, of - the Straits. The Chipewyans
succeed them for a short space on the
Charchill shore ; the Swamp Crees accupy

- the rest of the circuit.

~  The HarrLixs, to whom I have mcxdental-
ly alluded as mha‘mtmv the lower parts of
Frazer’s River, rarcly venture to its mouth;

. couvers Island, thé, Ca-witchans, a bolder
tribe, hold sway. Death, or. slavery even
worse than death, are the alternatives pre-
‘sented to the weaker among these tribes,
when they are so hapless as tofall into the

ower of a more puissant ncighbor.’

1saded . villages and ‘other precautions

against surprise, shotv ‘that even at’home

a ceaseless dread prevails. This $tate of

insecarity,I may here mention; pervades |

the north west coast, more or leso. aecord-

ing to-the strength of each tribe rela:tlvd)
with that of the neighbors around.

: The Ca-wiTcHaNs, Ucu.ms and CoqtILTHS,

.- who are, I believe of the same family, oc-

 cupy the shores of the Gulf of Georgia

. and Johnston’s Straits. -
" These are succceded by the Harwirsa con-
nexion. commencmo' in about 1atxtude 51°

generally on the larger streans by the ex-,
Jern bragches of the Ta-cully sept of New

where, as on the ({pposrtc shote of Van-:

Pal- |7

|formerly' less wealthy than those farther

N. and extending through the ramifications
of Fitzhugh and Milbank Sounds. The
Hailtsa tnbes commumcatc with.the south-

Caledonda, the Ta-otin, Chilcotin, aud Nas-
cotin,. :i'a.mely of Alexandrm . , .

“Thé CHIMSEYAN connexion ensues ; ex- -
tefiding from Milbank Sound to Observa-
tery Inlet, and- mcludmg‘ the - Sebassas,
Ncecelmveq Nass, and other offsets. Lan--
guage bold, sonorous and. remarkably em- -
phatic ; contraqtmg broadly with that of
the Halltsa which is softer, and compara- .
tively of tame expression. The custom of
flattening the head, practl}:éd by the tribes / (Sh
between this and the Coldmbia River, does
not exist here ; -ceasing with the Hailtsa,
among whom it is confined to the females.
To compensate for the absence of thig one:
disfiguration, in itself to our ideas suffi- .
ciently “revolting, another, 1mmeasurably
more so, is adopted—the - lip-appendage. .-
This is s1mp]y a piece of cither hard wood
.or ivory, inserted into an aperture piercéd:
in the lower lip. The females alone prac-
tige it. The fifst incision commcnces at
an early age, the substance inserted mot”.
Pkc(,edmg' a straw in diameter. With ad-
vancing years, pieces of larger size and
more complicated. shape are substituted,
and a harridan of .the scventh lustre w111~
display a Jabial. deformity. whose dimen-
sions it might seem. fabulous to describe.

¢ . Chimseyans communjcate with . ther
nort’nem branches of the ’IQ-cully, the N&°
taotin of Babine Lake, namely, and other .
nemhbormg septs. '

Qucen Charlottels Island and Prmcc of
- Wales Archipelago arc the country of the;
Hamags ; a numerous connexivn including
the Kygany, Massett, Skittgetts, Hanega,
Cumshewas and other septs. Upon .the
'$oundation of their language, as upon that
of the Chiheelis and Chinooks further south, -
a jargon has been constructed, serving as
' lingatd franca for trade, for.some dis st nce
north of Milbank Sound. The Queer Char-
lotte’s Island branches of ‘this tribe were

north ; owing partly, it was said, to the
comgaratnve scarcity upon their lands of.
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