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ple of tile ivilbacrewas ýîiJ1 ý,hat, canse(l theln t'O SIIOW lenity
to .the erri ii 'b, o-y. The conduct ic)f Earnest had borne

vier-ui;n'-.Üiie' thaiitheir*yea.rs;theybadfond.lyloved
the beautiful an.d friendless boy, and îtetlmost broke their

earts to se hiiii go thus astray. Many theré were Who

advi sed theni to cast hi ni off, as lie seem. ed given over. tô

evil and evein tréated them with'uiikindness and Uisres-

peclb,. biit.wifli allhis fa -Its, they st*'.I.clun.g-, tohiM'Yý-hop;-*
in(ralmést î that lie would y' et reform.

ù,crainst hope
promi sed bis Ù10ther said Mr. -H * mphrey,- that

1 would. care for her- boy so long as 1 lived t'O- do so1 an.d

that.. pro'ise I intend to.. keep," And .added" M*st

H-U' plirey, 'l"fas léno, as we s « home lie shall not,

-be homeless. For if we êa-n do no more. w'e can at least'

pray for -him; and I have' a ho' e that- the prayers'offered

in faith wiJi -yet meet with an answer.
Time passed à1n tillthe evenîn preceding the -four-

teenth birth-day éf Ernest., Mr. Humphrey sât with bis

wife by their- lônely firéàide, Ernest had.. gone out direcil'y
afté r tea and the hour was, growinor lee,. They were,-

SP(laking of him, for they felt very sad.
addressing h*

often wonder 11,ý-'aid-Mr. Humphféy, is,

wife in- what -duty I have failed to Er'nest,'' 1 have,, en

deavored to se-t'before him a good example, -and to do -by
thin « as I would have done by my own son.

him in all. gs
have prayed with an d for'hjm,,* a n-d yet sin-ce q'uite- a little

éhild he has -beën a soiirce of grief and anxiet o u

lis. evil conduct.11


