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ple of the village was s all Hmf caused them to show lenity-

to the erring boy. The conduct of Earnest had borne

heavier u:c= tuem than their years ; they had fondly loved , a

" " the beautiful and friendless boy, and it almost broke their
hearts to see hini go thus astray. Many there were who
* advised them to cast him off, as he seemed given over to
evil, and even treated them with unkindness and Jisres-
> pect but with all his faults, they still clung to him, hop-
ing almost against hope that he would yet reform.
“I promlsud his mother,” said Mr. Humphrey “ that

I would cave for her boy so long as T lived to do so, and

that. promise I intend to. keep.” - And,” .added Mrs.

Humphrey, * as long as we possess a home, he shall not
be homeless. For 1f we can do no more we can at least

pray for him ; and I have a hope that the prayers oﬁ'ered
©in faith will yet meet with an answer.’

Tinre passed on, till the evening pr ecedmg the four-
teenth birth- day of Erneat Mr. Humphrey sat with his
wife by their lonely ﬁreslde, Ernest had gone out directly
after tea, and the hour was growing hate‘ They were
speaking of him, for they felt very sad. k

«T often wonder,” said Mr. Humphrey, addréssmg his -

* wife, ¢in what duty I have failed to Ernest. I have en-

‘ deavored to set before him a good example, and to do by

him in all things as I would have done by my ownson. I

" have prayed with and for him ; and yet since qulte a little -

- ¢hild, he has been a source of gnef and anx1ety to us, by
"his ev11 conduct ” '




