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WITH THE POULTRYMAN

The, Light Brahma

RAHMAS, both light and dark,
> have been somewhat neglect-
ed by the general public for
several years. A few veteran
breeders, among whom may be
mentioned Philander Williams,
I. K. Felch and George Pur-
due, have kept the faith and
still produce Light Brahmas of

high degree.
The late John L. Cost was also an enthu- _
siastic friend of this royal old family of fowls,
from the introduction of which we must date
the beginning of the poultry fancy of tilxs
country. ;
There has been much disputing concerning

the origin of the Light Brahmas. A good
many authorities trace them back to the Chit-
tagongs and _some to the Gray Shangha?s
boomed by the late George £. Burnham, by his
own concession the greatest poultry faker this
country ever knew

As- a contribution to the history ‘of this
breéd it is interesting to know that I. K. Felch
has a cock bird which was hatched from eggs
laid by hens brought to this country by a ship
sailing from an East Indian port, as long ago
as 1848. This bird was named “Imperial,” and
after his death Mr. Felch had him mounted,
and for many years he stood in the home of
Mr. Felch, full proof that as long ago as 1848
there were fowls in this country waith the dis-
tinctive pea comb. of the Brahms wllly, with
feathered legs and with black 2w, smte plu-
mage. While the bird “Imperial” was not a
good. type of the present-day Light Brahma,
it required but a casual inspection of him, in
his mounted form, to-see that he furnished a.
foundation on ‘which-this breed might have
been built: Hodadi e L

In 1855 Burnham published his book, “The
Hen Fever,” a copy of which is in our lilbraty,
Mr. Burnham was so openly a faker that his
statements cannot be taken as strictly in line
with facts, but there is no doubt that he sent
to Queen Victoria in the early ’50’s a pair of
birds which he called Grey Shanghais. These
birds were probably the beginning of the
Light Brahma in England. Thus it is due to
American enterprise that this breed was orig-
inated and- disseminated.

In process of'time the American type and
the English type became distinctlv different.
The American bred for a bird with moderate
leg-and-toe feathering, rather compact in body;
medium height and graceful in every motion.
This type is an aristocrajic bird and a thing
of beauty wherever seen. The English bred
more toward the vulture hock, profuse leg-
and-toe feathering, very long and somewhat
fluffy plumage and rather short shahks.

Such birds would be rejected in any show
room in' America.’ The American fancier re-
quires more of the Light Brahma than of al-
most. any other breed. The. white must be

" white and the black a c¢lear brilliant black.

The comb must be a perfect pea comb, the
skull wide, the brow overhanging giving ‘the
bird a sinister look, which belies its gentle and
domestic disposition. The hackle is long and
flows well over' the shoulders, each feather
black with a narrow edging of white. The
primaries are black and white, the more black
the better. The tail, beginning with the
saddle feathers, is black with a distifct white
lacing. The black must follow the shape of
the feather and the divisibn between the white
and black perfectly clear and drstinct,

In shape of body the Light Brahma is full
and round in the breast, wide and flat on the

back, the back rising at a gentle slope ‘to the..

root of the tail. A cushion is not permissible
in a Light Brahma, as this is distinctly 4
Cochin feature. . T :

Particular attention is given to the $hape
of the legs. Any disposition to squat down in
Cochin fashion is frowned upon, although the
bird does not stand as high on its lefs as is the
case with Langshans. The hock fnust be full
and round without any tendency to being
vilture hocked. The leg feathiering should be
white and blatk, the feathers of the outer toes
spreading fan-like away from the feet.

Some of the later specimens of Light
Bralimas seem to have a tendehcy to heavier
feathering than was the rule a few years-ago.
It is to be hoped that this tendency will be
checked, for heavy feathering will be gained
at the expense of egg-production.

As a table-fowl the Light Brahma stands
high. Its flesh is short grained, melting in
quality and still firm when cooked. gl‘he
chicks grow rapidly and are ready for the
table at an early age. For the soft roaster

market no fowl is better than . the Light
Brahma. :

here is considerable difference in the var-’

ious straifis in the matter of egg-production.

It has been claimed that an early specimen of -

the family produced over eggs in a year,
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but if this is true there has not been another
like her in modern times. Some strains, how-
ever, are good layers, the eggs®being very
large, with a dark, rich-colored shell. .

The merits of this grand old breed are
again being discussed, and' they come out
every year in increasing numbers at the bet-
ter class of shows. ;

The Autrocrat strain originated by Philan-
der Williams is probably the best type of Am-
erican Light Brahmas. To see some of this
old stock in the yards of Mr. Williams is a
sight worth a long journey. 'A recent letter

from this old veteran informs us that he still /

has his Light Brahmas, and is preparing ‘to
breed them more extensively than he has for
several years. It is to be hoped that more
fanciers will becomeginterested in this variety
and keep it before the public more conspicu-
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White: Wyandotte : ‘

ously than has been the rule for the last ten
or fift¢en yedrs. The “fancier who prodiices
good ones will find a ready market f6r them.
—Poultry. :
AR, ke
Columbian Wyandottes

The ‘origin of the Wyandotte is veiled in
mote or les sof obscurity. Statements regard-
ing their early development are  conflicting,
but authorities agree sufficiently to warrant
the statement that much of the most desir-
able and carefully bred material available at
the period of their creation, entered into their
composition, It is probable that several
crosses were resorted to in their production,
which explains the general tendency -of all
rvarieties of Wyandottes to revert to original
types, fio matter how carefully they are line-
bred, naturally more so than breeds whose
blood elements are not so complex. ,
. In the Columbian Wyandottes we find this
mixture of blood ‘element again made over
and others added, whicli means a greater ten-
dency to: reversion and difficulty in uniform

production ; that the variety is worthy of the -

extreme care and intelligence that must be
exercised in their proper development and
perfecting is strongly in evidence by their pre-
‘sent popularity and the high reputation of
those who have already taken up the breed,
not only in their native country, but.in Eng-
land, Africa, Australia and the Pacific islands.

Now, let us consider the first principles of
their proper matin%.
Wyandotte-Light Brahma cross, which, we
believe, has been responsible for the produc-
-tion of the best and most desirable breeding
specimen to date, about seven-eighths white,
color. Practical demonstrations in mating
have revealed the fact that there is a strong
tendency to révert' to the White Wyandotte,
and that extreme care must be taken in mat-
‘ing to intensify the black in the plumage,

_ from the fact that there is a disposition on the

part of Columbian Wyandottes to lose color in
the molt. Pullets that carry Standard color-
ing, unless from very strong tatings, as hens
become entirely too light, approaching gray
in neck, wings and tail. - For this reason mat-
ing which has proven highly successful in the
production of exhibition Light Brahmas, are
not found a succes sat the present time with
the Columbian Wyandottes. - - :
It is the writer's opinion that for the best
development and perfection of the breed, the.
Standard should be so worded as to give the

_preference to those specimens carrying a deep,

intense coloring, both in those sections where

black is inténded to correct, and also in under

color all over the body. If the writer had the
authority to do so, he would make a Standard
which would unmistakeably cause the judge
to give the preference to birds (as regards
colot) that weére two or three shades darker
than a Standard Light Brahma. For a few
years to come a favorable standard and judges

who recognize the disposition of the breed to

lose color, will prove the means of rapid and
desirable advancement. ;

And now a word about shape. Breeders,

of Columbian Wyandottes repeat the follow-

-typical in shape.

- Wyandottes.

- profitable food.

We have in the White

‘stances .were quite unsafe; -and  unless

ing over and over several times and then go
out and look over your flock of birds: “Shape
makes the breed, color the variety.” If you
are a good judge of Wyandotte shape, how
many birds have you it your flock that are
In your matings remember
it is not all color, it is not all combs, it is not
all yellow shanks, but way back of all else to
make. your « birds worthy of the name of
Wyandottes you must have. the true Wyan-
dotte’ shape. In Columbian Wyandottes
there are a diversity of shapes, -short, low,
squatty- specimens, - tall, long-necked, long-
shanked, and even narrow headed; long-back-
ed and tailed specimens. * 1These are not
They approach the bantam and
the clean-legged Brahma more closely. In
your ambition for color do not overlook shape.

It is the all-around breeder that is. the
benefactor of the fancy, and the judge, if he is
worthy of his avocation, will protect the
breeder :who mates for the symmetrical de-
velopment of all sections of his variety. Keep
plenty of color in your birds. Do not discard
specimens that are even so dark as to show
ticking in back and breast of pullets ot strip-
ing in saddles of cockerels; they are valuable.
A blue or slate undercolor all over body in
both sexes is our hope for the future. If we
desire ,birds that will hold their color: until
they are three and four years of age, we must
breed from these deep-colored specimens for
a few years to come ‘But be sure the black is
deep green glossy black, (no snuff color), and
that the undercolor is blue or-slate; there
must not be.the least tendency. to brown or
red in it - Rentember you cannot get ‘black -
from gray, you must have color to get color.

I might enter into the.special mating and
line-breeding of: this variety more in detail,
but think, perhaps, I have said enough. If
there are points of interest I have overlooked
call the editor’s attention to same, and with
his permission, in some: future article, I may
be able to say samething more definite re-
garding special matings—~FExchange.

Feed Cut Green Bone to Get More Eggs

gt falag S

Othier things bgiﬁ%}p‘qu_a;l, the hen' providy,
ed-with food richest i protein and other eggwe
making matetials will'produce more eggs than'
the ‘hen fed rations in which these food ele-
ments are ‘deficient, - :

It is a well-knowl fact that the grains
usually fed are deficient in protein. . That is
why poultry relishes animal life of all kinds,
why a hen will chasé a grasshopper clear
acrobs an acre lot.” She needs the animal food.
The Wwise poultry raiser, therefore,. does the
best he can to increase the proportion of pro-
tein in the feed ration. The best substitute
for the worms and bugs Wwhich Nature supplies
the hen, ig fresh cut green bone, suclr as the
trimming® from the butcher’s block. It is rich
in protein and lime and has the added advan-
tage of costing very little more than the labor
of cutting it. . ;

. We don’t know of anything which occu-
pies a higher place ds an economical egg pro-
ducer? It keeps hens laying the year round,
But more than that, it is an excellent growth
promoter. and. vitalizer... A flock.fed fresh cut
raw bone will produce a larger proportion of
fertile eggs than can be’secured by any other
method of feeding.

The egg producer, the broiler’ raiser and
the fanciet all find green bone an economieal,
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AROUND THE FARM

Horse . Courage

™y OURAGE in horses. Is it congeni-
@}) - tal or'is it acquired? On account
of the prevalence of 'electric’ cars,
aufonlobile§, traction engines, steam
road rollets, and other objects cal-
culated to alarm horses while on

- the city streets or country roads, it is becom- ~ §

ing more and miore requisite—in faet, nees-
sary—in order that-there may be a reasonable
degree of safety in driving,’ that' our horses
should have “courage.” Lot

The question that confrdnts us is, “How
can we engender courage in.our horses? Is
courage aninherited traft or the result of en-
vironment. and education?” We think it is

-influenced by both, but’ éspecidlly by the lat-

ter.. The alarm or fear shown by horses the
first few times they behold an object with
which they afe unfailiar cannotbe said ta.be
due o' a want of courage.. We all remember
that¥a few years ago, when bicycles' first came
into geweral use, that mostly all horses became
excited - at the sight of.a man or a woman
moving rapidly along ‘without “visible means
of support:” Many horsés under such-circtim-
th
rider .dismounted from_ his. wheél ‘and e’ithei
stood or walked along, there was every prob-

.ability 6f an’ accident, »

Horsemen used to griimble and often swear
at these machines, and claim that t ey had no
right on the roads or streets. heels be-
came very plentiful, and many of the said
horsemen were soorr seen riding them, ecither
as a convenience or pastime. In fact; they be-
came so eommon that a horse had not time

to take notice of them, he met so many, and
now, though they are comparatively seldom
seen, is is exceedingly rare to see a horse tak-
ing any noticé of them.

Have we any well founded reason to claim
that qur horses of today have greater heredit-
ary courage than those of .a few years ago?
We think not. What, then, has brought
about the change? We must, I think, attri-
but it to environment, or the familiarity that
“breeds contempt.” Bicycles are seen by most
colts during colthood, and by all during their
first lessons in harness or saddle 6n the roads
or streets, and they, from:the first, treat them
with indifference. It may reasonably be claim-
ed that heredity has some influence in the
matter. There is no doubt that colts are in-
fluenced by the habits of their ancestors, prob-
ably more particularly by those of their dam
during pregnancy. - Hence, if the sire is accus-
tomed to certain sights without experiencing
any particular emotion, and the dam the same,
and especially if so during pregnancy, it is
reasonable to suppose that the progeny will
naturally have no aversion to the same. This
law of ‘breeding, we think, has an influence,
but we think that education and environment
have more. We may say that a bicycle is not
to be compared with an electric car, automo-
bile or traction engine, as a means of instilling
fear into a horse, and there certainly appears
to"be reasonable grounds for the contention.
At the same time the fact remains that horses
which are accustomed to ‘these sights become
as indifferent to them as to the former. None
of the objects named is so formidable as a loco-
motive engine going at good speed and blow-
ing off steam, with a train of cars behind it.
It is quite a common thing to see a horse that
will stand quietly at a crossing gdite close to
a train while it passes, or drive quietly along
a road going parallel with a railway track
while a train is going either way, become prac-
tically unmanageable at ‘the approach of an
automobile or- electric car. Can we call this
exhibition of fear, cowardice or want of here-
ditary courage?’ We think not. It is due to
want of familiarity. The horse has become

- accustomed to seeing and hearing locomotive

engines since colthood and has’ learned. that
théy will not injure him, but the.other sight
is: that of an object to which We is not accus-
tomed, hence his fear, ~It will be noticed that '
horses in large cities, where they meet these
objects frequently, with very few exceptions,

are perfectly indifferent to them, but those in -

small cities or rural districts, in' which such
sights are not frequent, contifiue to fear them.
There certainly is a great difference in the
quickness or readiness with which horses lose
their fear of such sights. But even this, we
think, is not altogether due to the degree of
normal - courage they possess. It is largely
due to the manner.in which their familiarity to
such sights is attained. Great care should be
exercised in educating horses in such matters.
There. are few who ‘do not show fear at first,
and if we attempt to break him, or, more pro-
perly, to educate him at once, force him to go

. close, and whip him if he refuses, there is

great danger of spoiling him. In such cases

he soon associates certain sights with abuse °

Single Comb Black -Minorca

and a°whipping, and becomes practically 1in

manageable, while, on the other hand, if he is
carefully handled, allowed to view the object
from some distance, and, if he shows fear, is
petted instead of being spoken sharply to and
whipped, he, in most cases, decides there is
no danger, and a little care, intelligence and
kindness will usually be successful in his edu-
cation. .Of course there are some horses that
cannot be educated to tolerate certain objects,
notwithstanding all the patience and kindness
that can be practiced on the part of the driver.
In some cases this is due to a bad fright the
first time the object was seen, while in others
it may be due to congenital “cussednéss,” or
a normal want of courage. In either case the
animal is unsafe and practically useless in a
section where the particular object is liable to
be seen, and the-only wise thing is to_dispose
of him to go to a section where he will not
meet it. There are peculiarities in horses that
are very hard to account for. Some have a
decided aversion to certain objects, a

a wheelbarrow, an umbrella, a trolley car, an
automobile, a traction gngine,

a perambulator,

as a pig,
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etc., etc. They will treat with indifference all
objects except the one, and cannot be recon

ciled to that. Why such animals will exhibit
courage in facing everything but some parti-
cular one, and exhibit gross cowardice, or fear
of that, cannot, in many cases, be understood,
but must be due to some unaccountable, in-
herent dread of the sight, or to some injury
or extreme fright caused by it on a former
occasion. Again, some horses will not toler-
ate certain objects under certain circumstances,
and are quite indifferent to the same under
others. ' For instance, a horse may be practi-
cally indifferent to a trolley car when stand-
ing or moving slowly, but become very un-
safe if it be moving fast, while others are in-
different to it at any speed, but will not go
near it when standing still. Again, some be-
come very much excited and hard to handle
when a car is coming behind them, but pay no
attention when they are meeting ome, while
others are the reverse. This may be claimed
to be caused by the use of blinders on bridles,
but most of them! will exhibit the same pecu-
liarities when driven with open bridles. The
same, or other peculiarities exist in regard to
other objects, and, as stated, cannot be satis-
factorily explained. When we consider mat-
ters carefully, we cannot be surprised that we
meet with such cases, and it certainly is cruel
to punish an animal so afflicted. If we consi-
der a minute we can call to mind many wo-
men, and some men, who become greatly
alarmed during a thunderstorm. They can-
not bear to be alone, and in some cases be-
come hysterical, or insist upon having the
blinds drawn and the gas lighted, etc.. They
cannot help acting in this way. ‘They know
there is little danger, that company and arti-
ficial light are no protection, but all the same
they cannot act calmly, Let us, then, be
charitable, and attribute to horses the samc
unconquerable dread that exists in some hu-
manbeings. We think our arguments go to
prove: that#courag : y
more by education anf environnients thin By
heredity, although the latter operates to some
extent. In brfeeding it certainly is wise to
select as parents animals of known courage
when possible, but we must intensify such
courage by education, and make sure of their
safety in_the presence of all sights and noises
that they are liable to meet before we can
trast our wives or children to drive or ride
them, as a horse that is liable to act badly
under any such circumstances or other condi-
tions not mentioned, is unsafe for general
driving except in the hands of an experienced
horseman or horsewoman. We would again
like to emphasize the fact that education is
the main point to be considered; and that
many horses are made cowardly and unsafe by
cruel, timid, passionate or incompetent drivers.
—J. H. Reed, in O, A. C. Review,,

Milk Hints

A simple and effective test to determine
whether water is present in milk may be made
with an ordinary knitting-needle, if the needle
is bright and ‘well polished. Dip the needle
into the milk and quickly withdraw it in an
upright position.  If the milk contains only a
small quantity of water, this will prevent even
a drop of milk adhering to the needle.

Every one who has had occasion to heat
milk knows how easily it may be scorched.
‘When this does happen, the thing to do is to
quickly remove the vessel from the fire and
stafid it in a bowl of cold water. Put a pinch
of salt into the mitk, and stir. " It will then be
folmd that the disagreeable burnt taste has
almost, if not entirely, disappeared.

Milk makes a very excellent cleaner for
patent-leather shoes. A sponge should be
used to apply it, and the leather then be al-
lowed to dry for a few moments. Then polish
'with a soft cloth.
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Farm Notes

- ‘There are two kinds of soil on most farms
—busy and idle. The idle kind never pays
interest on the investment, the busy kind can't
if choked with weeds. Clean them up before
they mature seeds. -

Be sure that the hens have a good dust
bath, for they cannot be expected to lay well
if tormented with lice. If a supply of earth or
sand was not collected early in the season and
canfiot be secured now, sifted coal ashes can
be used. :

. Spring calves rarely do well on pasture the

. first summer. They are very sensitive to flics.

‘Give them a yard for exercise, a cool stable
and plenty of nitrogenous food. The time to
make a good dairy animal is in the first two
years of its life,

Use plenty of bedding, both for the horse
and cow, and be sure that it is fully dried be-
fore being used a second time. Shavings and
sawdust are sometimes used, but hay, straw
or leaves are preferable, because they have
considerable fertilizing value.

ragesin horses?! is:engendered’
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