hgilhhon.

‘assured by - Hu Honor - that
publw menue “continues: - to~ ium:eue
and - ﬂut the waste phoeo

the Province are fast being. goprf

a desirable class of settlers. - The boun:
teous harvest “of the year and ‘the de-
‘velopment of giiartz mining- “were touched
upon, while 1t was anunounced ‘that the
coal yield, and the fishing and lumber in-
dustries were in ‘s much_healthier condi-
tion-than during any, previous; year. The
Government has acted with mmmendthh:
promptness. in making pmpet representa-
tions with reference to the Behring’s Sea
troubles, and the opinion expressed that
ample indemnity for past seizures, and a
gquarantee of immunity from interference
in ~ the - future’ would probably
be had, was mdeed gratifying in-
telligence to - our  citizens who
are so largely interested in that indusery.
The $1,000,000 loan, which has been the
bug-bear . of the Opposition ' press and
speakers for, 80 ‘many months, has been,
it is pleasing to know, negotiated satisfac-
torily and the fact that our bonds bearing
four and a half per cent. interest are
quoted in the English market at a‘con-
siderable - premium, is a crushing an-
swer to all the lamentations so freely in-
dulged in during the past few days. *‘C”
Battery’s presence as a guard of honor
was fitting in conjunction with ‘His Hon-
or's remarks on its establishment here,
while the anno t that repr
tions were being made to the ‘Dominion
Government with a view to placing  the
defences of the Province on a better foot-
ing will no- doubt commend itself to
the people of British Columbia. The papers
connected: with the mission of Messrs.
Cornwall and Planta to Kootenay; which
will be laid before the House, will prob-
ably show that the Commissioners were
most successful in their labors. It will
be remembered that the Provincial Sec.
retary went to Ottawa during the year in
connection with matters between the two
Governments.  The papers which will be
brought down during the session will no
doubt disclose: the fact that his visit was
in the highest .degree satisfactory. The
resolve of the Government to appeal to
the Privy Council in the case of the
ownership- of the  precious metals within
the railway belt will commend itself to
the country. The decision of the Supreme
Court Judges was not unanimous, and it
is believed there is good ground for re-
versing the judgment. The failure of the
Canadian Pacific Railway to fulfil the
agreement for the extension of the rail-
way to Coal Harbor and English Bay re-
sulted in steps being taken _against the
sureties for $250,000, snd the Govern-
ment~are, it is gratifying to know,
pushing the matter to what is hoped
will be a satisfactory consummation.
The cash ‘deposit made by the Columbia
and Kootenay Railway and Transporta-
tion Company under the Act has been
forfeited and now forms an agreeable ad-
dition to the Consolidated Revenue; the
Act incorperating the company becomes
null and void. . The Nanaimo and Well-
ington . ‘disasters '~ each earned a para-
graph, and the Government’s interest in
the deserving miners is seen by legislation
foreshadowed for their safeguard. The
Crofter movement is referred to at length
and the immigration of that hardy class
of people has apparently occupied the
earnest attention of the Executive. De-
fects in the constitution ef the Dominion,
apparent after twenty years of working,
will be discussed in the House to' the end
that they be remedied. ~The subject of
irrigating the goil in the dry country east
of the Cascades; the importance of the
Shuswap and ‘Okanagan  railway; the
necessity of the construction of the Cari-
boo railway; the desirability of ‘ex-
tending the Esquimalt' and Nanaimo rail-
way to the Northern snd of the Island
are all matters of the greatest. possible
importance, and it is hoped will be dealt
with in such a manner as to ensure their
accomplishment. Among ‘the measures
mentioned in the speech as likely to come
before the House are: bills eonstituting
County Courts with limited jurisdiction in

criminal matters; copstituting a Court for §

the consideration of Crown Cases reserv-
ed; increasing the efficiency of the County
Court, and regulating the issuing of
wholesale hiquor licenses in rural districts,
On the whole, the speech seems to have
been prepared with a view to advancing
the best interests of British Columbia and
the Opposition will have little reason to
find fault with the bill of fare which has
been laid bsfore them. It is highly credit-
able to the liberal and progressive policy
of the Adwinistration.
S pune i e o

PROTECTING SHIPPING INTERESTS

Senator Frye has announced his inten-
tiom of introducing three bills for the
purpose of subsidizing American mail
steamers. The first of those bills will
empower the United States postmaster-
general to make ten years' contracts with
American iron steamship owners for the
transport of foreign 'mails, at a cost not
exceeding $5,000,000 per year by vessels
built in accordance with govérnment spec-
ifications  and owned entirely by citizens
of the United States. The second bill

ergyman 3
bytemnehnrchhummedm ﬂw matter o
by submitting the above amendment to
-the various presbyteries hh;oughoug the
Dominion for their approval or rejeoﬁon
A majority of the presbytery'of St. John ¥
have'decided “to vote with the g-neat ma-
jority.

IS‘HEDAFT?

“TThe hero of Comox” has fairly para-
lyzed the House with notices of motion.
Most are trmal some are absurd, and at
least one glves evid of an unbal
mind. The railway legislation, really the
only important matter which his notices
touch, has already been foreshadowed in
the Speech from the Throne, while the
development of the quartz mines forms
one of its paragraphs. Mr. Humphreys
shows signs of incipient’ insanity in  his
motion asking that a “Royal Commission
of Inquiry” be appointed to take evidence
regarding the alleged disloyal utterances
of the Hon. Robert ‘Dunsmuir and that
the . Lieutenant-Governor suspend - Mr.
Dunsmuir as President of the Council
pending the ~decision 'of = the” Royal
Commission. It is very improbable that
such a motion will get'a seconder, and it
is understood Mr. Humphreys acted in
the matter upon his-*own individual re-
spousibility. . The Opposition  disclaim
any connection with him whatever. We
cannot call to mind any gentleman on the
Opposition side of the House who is so far
lost to all sense of decency as to associate
his name: with so disgraceful and spite-
ful a piece of business. Mr. Humphreys
seems to be a regular Ishmaelite; his
hand is against everybody and every-
body’s hand against him. He has lost
during the last political campaign what-
ever slight degree of respect he may have
been held in, and none are louderin
their denunciation, of his conduct than |
his own oldtime friends. ~Ostracized
politically frem' association . with “his
fellows he presented a spectacle which
appealed  forcibly to = one’s sense of
pity. He now deserves ' 'contempt.
Of course his motion ~will not
amount  to anything; he never ex-
pected it would -when he wrote it, but
it gives him an opportunity to  blow off
some of his surplus wind. = It probably
never entered the head of Mr. Humph-
reys that an action of libel is now pending
in the Supreme Court, at the instance of
Hon. Mr. Dunsmuir, against the Van-
couver News-Advertiser because of its pub-
lication of, and comments upon the ar-
ticle in the Portland News, upon which
his motion is based. The member, by
accident, for Comox is laughed at on the
sly by the Opposition, who feel keenly
their unfortunate position in being sad-
dled with so unsavory a character, while
the Government hold him in open deris-
ion. 1t is not improbable that he will be
so badly ‘‘sat upon” before the close of
the session by ‘‘the most corrupt Govern-
ment that ever existed on the face of
the earth,” as to make no serious ob-
jection to the following notice of
motion, which is now understood
to be in the hands of the Ileader
of the Opposition, whose remarkable
foresight clearly foresees the inevitable
result: ‘“Whereas the Hon. Thomas Basil
Humphreys, one of the members of this
House, being the immediate follower in
the representation of the district of
Comox: of that now beautiful apostle of
Mormonism, Mr. Anthony Maitland Sten-
house, (who has left our flag and taken up
his home in Salt Lake City in the United
States of America), has gradually become
a'nuisance and stumbling block to Her
Majesty’s. Loyal Opposition; be it, there-
fore resolved, that His Honor the Lieu-
tenant-Governor be pleased to institute a
““*Medical Commission” to enquire into the
mental condition of the ‘‘hero of Cumox,
“and to decide whether in the interests of
the party and of the country it would
not be advisable to give him a free pass
to, and a comfortable home in, a well con-
ducted and very necessary institution at
“the Royal city” called the ‘‘Insane
Asylum” where his extraordinary talents
would have ample scope for action,”

_———

THE PRESENT CONDITION OF AF-
FAIRb

One most nnportant confession  was
made by the leading organs of the grit
press in their complete abandonment of
the Commercial Union scheme and there-
by a worthy tribute was unwillingly paid
to the national sentiment which has so
rapidly developed in Canad§.. These
organs have at length recognized that the
Canadian people will not_tolerate any
concessions to the United States which
propose to place our tariff and our taxa-
tion in the control of thé American con-
gress and thereby denude us of one of the
pre-requisites to -responsible self-govern-

appropristes $2,5600,000 per-annum for a
,period of ten years for mail service to be
rendered by American built and owned !
vessels, two fifths to lines on the Atlantic '
coast'north of Philadelphia, two fifths to
lines south of Philadelphia and the re-'
maining ﬁit.h to lmeu ‘from the Pacific

ment. The Canadian people retain too
! vivid ~a - vecollection ' of the lgihﬁon
which resulted in the eoncession which
the Imperial government made to the
. Canadian province of the right to levy
aud collect their own taxation through
their responsible - representatives, - to
hesitate  for a moment to resist’

city.” = Even ths name ty-el
applicable. that it of itaelf is sufficient to
damn . the scheme as its: very inception.
Tt propases to take down all traffic bar-
rigrs between Canada “and the United
States, and to raise the Canadian tariff
against all other countries sufficiently high
to raake up the deficiency in the revenue
incurred by admitting all the products of
the latter country into the former free of
duty. This is indeed everything else but
“unrestricted” trade which would restrict
Canada to trade with one country and in-
crease the tariff restrictions on trade with
all the other countries of the world with
which two-thirds ef cur foreign trade is at
present conducted. The name given to
the ~scheme is an absurd  mis-
nomer, It _furthermore -proposes a
complete innovation  in - Canadian
politics.  The reciprocity “treaty of 1854
admitted certain natural products of the
republic to this country free of duty, but,
at the same -time these articles were
L placed on thesfree list aud could 'enter free
from all the countries of the world.” The
draft treaty of 1874, negotiated by the
grit leader Hon. George Brown, proposed
vo admit certain natural and certain
manufactured products of the. United
States free of duty,” but the same provis-
ion was made as in 1864 that all these ar-
ticles should also enter. free from Great
Britain.  For the first time in the history
of the Dominion it is proposed by the so-
called ““unrestricted trade’ advocates that
the benefits: of this reciprocal exchange
shall be restricted to the United States
alone; and for the first time:in the history
of any Dominion of the British Empire it
is proposed that the - tariff “against the
other portions of the empire shall be rais-
ed, so thatallthepreductsofan alien. coun-
try may eater the Dominion free of duty.
Even if such a policy did not necessitate
the severance of our impgrinil connection,
Canadians would thereby adopt the abject
and contemptible policy of enacting tariff
legislation solely in' the interests of the
manufacturers of a foreign country, while
craving the protection accorded to Brit-
ish citizens throughout the world. Butit
is well-known thatesuch tactics would ne-
cesgitate the severance of our connection
with the British empire, a step which
Canada is not prepared to take in the in-
terests of Yankee manufacturers. ‘‘Un-
restricted reciprocity,” such as that pro-
posed, is therefore quite as obnoxious to
the Canadian people as was the defunct
scheme of commercial union. - What
then has been the outcome of the agita-
tion upon which these grit malcontents
entered in the hope of advancing  their
party interests ? They found that a com-
mission had been appointed for the set-
tlement ‘of existing difficulties. They
knew that the object of the Canadian
government would be to obtain, if pos-
sible, a settlement on the basis of reci-
procity in' natural products. They
foresaw that such a settlement was
not only likely to- be consummated, but
that it-would prowe highly satisfactory to
the Canadian people. The political trade
of the grit Démetrius and his fellow-crafts-
men was cndangered; and they deter-
mined to employ every available means,
no matter how unserupulous, to weaken
the hands of the British and Canadian
commissioners and to prevent the success-
ful completion of their negotiations. The
plans which these grit intriguers formed
have beeu completely frustrated in so far
a8 they had hoped to devise any alter-
native scheme that would secure the sup-
port of ‘the Canadian people. -The event
will show whether they have been so
successful in “their efforts to weaken the
hands of the commissioners as to prevent
them from securing a reeiprocity treaty in
natural products. - The Canadian people
have been patient and long suffering in
this -matter; but if their prospects for
obtaining reciprocity in natural products
have been destroyed by these grit mach-
inations, woe betide the unlucky grit
politician whom the election courts or
other untoward circumstances place in the
hands of the electors.

v
EDITORIAL COMMENTS.

Tae Hons. Messrs. Vernon and Turner
and Mesars. Duck and Fry were introduced
to Mr. Speaker y day by 8 and

Good.;" Misses Drake, Mn, ;
Fletcher, Mrs. Atkms, ‘M.

P r. and Mrs. Pinder, Mrs..

E. O. Baker; M. P.; Mr:, Mrs. and'

Mmm Angus, Mr. and Mrs. Wm. An-
Murs. Blaikloek, -Miss " 6reaux,
ﬁrs. Benson, Mrs. Pet.era, Mrs, Chas.
‘Wilion, Mrs. M. Young. Mr. W. Whyte,
M= Little, Miss J. Bullen, Miss Arrow:
smith, Mrs. P. T. Johnson, Mrs. A, Cam-
eron, -Miss Oameron, Mrs. Duck; Miss
Helmcken,” Mr. J. Oroft, Mrs. Charles
Vernon, Mrs. D. Jenkms, Mr. and Mrs.
T, 0. Nuttall, Mr. and Mrs. J. Hunter, | ;¢
Mrs. T. B. Hall, Miss Pooley, Mr. and
Mrs. Mitchell, Miss Kate urns, Mrs.
Kellogg, Mms Van Volkenburgh, Miss
Sorby, Miss Newton, Mr, G. Mc Wilson,
Mr. and Mrs. Schivengers, Miss Prevost,
Mrs. Fitzgerald, Mrs. Rennie, Mr. Pugh
Mrs. Hamblin, Mr. and ' Mzs. Fitzgerald,
Mrs. B. H. Johns; Mr. and Mrs. Pen-
dray, Miss Johnson, Dr. Anderson, Misses
Evans, Mrs. Col. Baker, M:. and Mrs.
Ledenburgh Mrs. Jessee, Mrs. Rithet,
Mrs. and Miss Macdonald, Miss: G.
Moore,. Hon. J. W. Trutch, Mr. Clinton,
Mrs. and Miss Cornwall, Mrs. G Haynes.

At a few minutes past 3 0’clock His Honor
emerged from the Treasury building, ac-
companied- by his private secretary,  Mr.
H. Stanton, and the following suite:
Lieut.-C¢l. Holmes, D. A. G.;: Lieut.-
Col.. Wolfenden, B. C. B. G. A. Oa.pt
Halifax, R. N., Major Prior, B. 0B G
A., Staff: Surgeon Mabthews, B.C.B.G:
A, - Capt. Benson, ‘‘C” Battery, Lieut.
E R. IA\Marchant R. N., Lieut, A. E.
Tizard, R. N., Lieut. W. R. Higgins,
Victoria Rifle Comp&ny. The guard of
honor from “‘C” Battery, under command
of Major Peters and Lieut. - Ogilvie were
drawn up facing thé walk immediately in
front - of the Legislative Hall. As His
Honor and suite approached the fine-band
of the Battery struck up ‘the national an-
them, and while the guard stood at pre-
sent arms, the three field pieces, in charge
of detachments from ‘‘C”" Battery, which
had been stationed on the harbor front,
boomed put their salute-of thirteen guns.

“Upon taking his seat His Honor was
pleased to read the following

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE.

Mr. Speaker and Gentlemen. of the Legisla-
< e A ssembly:

It affords me very great pleasure in
meeting you at this the opening of the
second session of the fifth term of our
Provincial Legislature, to be able to con-
gratulate you upon another year of ‘peace
and prosperity.

The pubhc revenue continues to show
gratifying increase. Population is flow-
ing in and finding remunerative cmploy-
ment and creating happy homes in our
towns and rural districts.

The patient and “industrious agricultur-
ist has reaped a bountiful harvest, for
which he has found a satisfactory market.

The auriferous grounds have yielded up
their precious treasures liberally to the
persevering miner; and if our quartz ledg-
es have disappointed expectations formed
at the beginning of the year, it cannot be
denied that they give increasing promise
of future wealth.

The yield of our coal mines consider-
ably exceeds that of any previous year,
while the fishing and lumber industries
continue to flourish and expand.

Our seal fishing industry - received a
rude check by the high-handed acts com-
mitted under another flag in Behring Sea,
inflicting serious loss upon enterprising
citizens.

1 have caused representations to be
made upon the subject, and there is every
reason to believe that the action taken by
the Impenal Government will result in
securing indemnity for the past and the
peaceable enjoyment of our rights in the
future.

The loan authorized by you has been
negotiated on satisfactory-terms, and it is
highly gratifying to find our bonds bear-
ing fourand a half per cent. interest quoted
in the English market at a considerable
premium.

The establishment of a Battery of Do-
minion Artillery, after long delay, -is
matter for satisfaction; ‘but much remains
to be done in order to place the Province
in a proper statgof defence, and I have
no doubt representations made at Ottawa
will sécure the early attainment of that
important object.

In conseqiience of serious discontent
amongst certain Indian tribes in Kootenay
and on the North-West Coast, acting in
conjunction with the Dominion Govern-
ment, T sent Commissioners to confer and
treat with the disaffected bands. The

pers connected with these missions will
be laid before you.

At the request of the Dominion Gov-
ernment, I commissioned one of my Mm-
isters to proceed to Ottawa for the pur-
pose of -discussing several questions of
publiclimportance. The papers connected
with that mission will also be placed be-

" fore you.

In the case of the ownership of the
precious metals within the Railway Belt,
referred to the Supreme Court of Canada,
the Judges (althpugh not unanimous) have
decided adversely to the claims of the
Province, and the necessary steps are be-
ing taken for an appeal to the judicial

with an excellent reception. The ratio was
four to one for the Government.  Not a
bad showing for ‘‘the most corrupt gov-
erument on the face of the earth,” as Mr.
Humphreys would say.

HON. T. B. HuMPHEEYS was not intro-

reasons are given for such an' extraordi-
nary Gircumstance. - One is that he could
not get any of the Opposition -members,
in view of the recent expose, to escort
him; the other is that' he was afraid of be-
ing hissed by the galleries.  This was |’
town-hlkhltsvmmg and - ﬂnthhm is

duced to the Speaker yesterday. Two|still

ittee of Her Majesty's Privy Coun-

supporters of the Government, and met | oil

At the opening of last Session you were
informed by my predecessor that prelimi-
nary steps —had been -taken inst
the 'sureties of -the Canadian Pa-
cific Railway Company, for failure
to fulfil the agreement for exten-
sion of the railway to Coal Harbor and
English Bay. Legal proceedings
recovery of the amount of the bond are
psn..mg

“consequence of the failure of the
“Di)lnmbm ‘and - Kootenay

Railway and
mpany” to wmply with | Wi

the%erml of their agreement; the mh de-
mldn under ﬂle Act has been-

for the |

itrigating the &
the' exte xvedryregmnmtof !
cades is one of very great impor
tand it may. be well to-consider whether

the artesian well system could not be | said

resorted to with adva.nmg&

“You cannot fail toboxggreued with
the importance of the Shuswap and
Okanagan Railway; the necessity for the
early construction of a railway connecting
the t mineral. m of Cariboo with

‘anadian Pacifié line; and the ‘desir-
ableness of extending the Esquimalt and
Naunaimo Railway to the northern end of
Vancouver Island.

For the first of these works you have
already - made “liberal  provision, and it
only “remains .for” the Dominioni Parlia-
ment o extend to it ‘that assistance
which the Province has a right to expect.
Exploratory = surveys for the Cariboo
Railway and for extension of the Island
Railway have been made, reports of
which will be submitted.

The Commissioners appointed to con-
solidate and revise the Provincial Statutes
have ' nearly completed their  labours.
Their report will be placed ' before you in
the course of the session, and Bills em-
bodymg suggested improvements - submit-

Amongsb other measures to be submit-
ted are, a Bill for constituting a County
Court with, limited jurisdiction in ctimin-
al matters; a Bill constituting a Court for
the consideration of Crown Cases Resery-
ed; a Bill for increasing the efficiency of
the County Courts; and a Bill to regulate
the issuing of wholesale liquor licenses in
rural districts.

The Public Aecounts will be laid before
you, and Estimates for the Public Service
during the next year will be submitted
for your consideration.

In leaving you to your deliberations, I
pray that you may be directed by the Su-
preme Ruler in your efforts to promote
the best interests of the Province. |

The Lieutenant-Governor then retired
and Mr. Speaker Pooley took his seat and
informed the house of the various vacan-
cies that had taken place during recess;
and of the gentlemen who had been elect-

ed to:fill those vacancies, viz: Vernen,.

Fry, Turner, Duck and Humphreys.

The clerk then read the writs of the
various returning officers, after which
‘Hon. F. G. Vernon was introduced by
Messrs. Robson and Baker; Hon. J. H.
Turner. by Messrs. Dunsmuir and Hig-
gins; Mr. Fry, by Messrs. Croft and T.
Davie; Mr. Duck, by Messrs. “T. Davie
and John; Mr. Humphreys was not intro-
duced, but was present.

The new members having taken their
seats, His Lordship the Bishup of Colum-
bia offered up prayer.

The “speaker announced that he had
procured a copy of his honor’s speech.

The honorable the provincial secretary
made the usual motions with regard to
printing the proceedings, etc., and of the
various.committees.

On motion of the Hon. Mr. Robson it
was resolved to take His Honor the
Lieut.-Governor’s speech into considera-
tion oun Monday, the 6th day of February.

The Hon. Theo. Davie introduced an
act to amend the ‘‘Justices of the Peace
and Coroner’s Oaths Act, 1874.”

Read a first time; second reading on
Monday the 6th inst.

Hon. John Robson moved that the
house at its rising do stand adjourned
until Monday the 6th of February.

The house then adjourned.

NOTICES OF MOTION.

Mr. Higgins—That a respectful address
be presented to His Honor the Lieut.-
Governor, praying for a return of all cor-
respondence, orders in council, and other

papers respecting the calling of steax’nshlps
engaged 1n the Oriental trade, at this port
as expressed in a resolution of this house
on March 8th, 188’

Mr. Orr—To ask leave to introduce
an act to repeal an act for the preservation
of the pcace within the municipal limits
of the city of Vancouver.

Mr. Higgins—To ask leave to . intro-
duce a bill relating to pawnbrokers.

Mr. Higgins—To ask leave to intre-
duce a bill to amend the Ballot act.

Mr. Higgins—To ask leave to intro-
duce a bill to amend an actrelating to the
Legal Professions.

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—Whereas ' the
Hon. Robert Dunsmuir, President of the
Executive Council and member of the
Legislative Asdembly, commonly called
Robert- Dunsmuir, owner of coal mines,
steamships, and President of the Esqui-
malt and Nanaimo Railway Company, did
at divers times and places, in the pres-
ence of credible witnesses, who are -
pared to aver on oath that the said Robert
Dupsmuir did openly express his desire to
annex Vancouver Island to the United
States of America. And, further, that the
said Robert Dunsmuir did utter his de-
termination to exert his power and influ-
ence to promote such annexation; and the
said Robert Dunsmuir did allege that sach
annexation would make him the richest
man on the Pacific Coast, and that he
would save the American customs duty on
his coal by the operation.

And whereas m hath been alleged that
l:l::l wa‘ll, Robert, mmmmnw use similar
disloyal, -open v speaking at
Portland, Oregon, United States of
America; and such open, advised and dis-
loyal speaking was printed and published
in the Portland Daily News, 23rd
Deoember, 1887, snd re.ﬂn iollmn.

ble
the Lieutenant-Governor

vmdtos
uir from- ho]dmg and.
the office of President of the

exepcising
Executive Council, - until such “Royal

Commission” shall have determined whe-

ther hhe said Robert’ Dunsmuir is, or is

not, gmlly of the open and advised

speaking with which he is charged.

Hon. Mr. Hul oys—To ask the
Hon. Provineial Seoremph:ary— What was the
purport of the Hon. Provincial Secretary’s
visit to Ottawa ? Was the Hon. gentle-
man charged with any nission, negobia-
tions, o l%usmess of any kind connected
with or relating to the affairs of this Pro-
vinge, or of the Federal Government {

Hon. Mr. Humplireys to ask the Hon.
Minister of Finance—How much of the
million dollar loan remains to the credit
of the Treasuryand against which there
exists no concurrent charge ?

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—At an early day
toask theHon. tbe Premdent of the Execu-
tive Council-—Isit the intention of the Es-
‘quimalt and Nanaimo Railway company to
construct and their railway to Co-
mox inauy of the followi BATS, Name-
ly, 1888, 1889, 1890, 1891, 18927 Aund if
not in any of the years mdxcat.ed, in what
year will .the company commence and
continue their railway to Comox ?

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—That an humble
Address be presentéd to His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor praying for a return
of all revenue warrants issued out of the
Treasury during the year 1887 ‘to date,
under the hand of the Governor, in pur-
suange of Sec. 82, ‘‘Constitution Act,
1871.”

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—That an humble
Address be presented to His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor praying for a return
of all letters, correspondence, and docu-
ments whatsoever, connected with or re-
Iating to the loan of $1,000,000,—*‘Brit-
ish Columbia Loan Act, 1 1887.”

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—That au humble
Address be . presented to His Honor the
Ineutenmlh—Govemor pmyxng for a return
of all letters; applicat ts and
coryespondence whabouever, 1elatmg to or
connected with the land recently surveyed
by John Gray, in the District of Comox.

Hon, Mr. umphreys——Thst an hum-
ble - Address be presented to His Honor
the Lieutenant-Governor praying fora re-
turn of all letters, documents and corres-
pondence whatsoever, connected with, or
relating to, the Kootenay and Athabasca
leway Compa.ny

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—That an hum-
ble Address be presented to His Honor
the Lieutenant Governor praying for a re-
turn of all letters, correspondence, and
documents whatsoever, connected with,
or relating to, the Columbia and Kooteuay
Railway and Transpomtlon Company.

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—That an hum-
ble Address be presented to His Honor
the Lieutenant-Governor praying fora re-
turn of all letters, documents, and corres-
pondence whatsoever, relating to, or con-
nected with, the Shuswap and Okanagan
Railway.

Hon Mr. Humphreys—That an humble
Address be presented to His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor praying for a return
of all letters, documents, correspondence,
applica.t.iom. and money grants whatsoev-
er, relating to, or connected with, the
provisions of the Act to aid the develop-
ment of Quartz Mines.

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—That an humble
Address be presented to His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor praying for a return
of  all  tenders, contracts, letters, docu-
ments, and correspondence whatsoever,
connected with, or relating to. the traffic
bridge to cross Fraser River at Lillooet;
the bridge to cross the Thompson River at

Kamloops; also the Court House, Bastion

Square, City of Victoria.

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—That an humble
Address be presented to His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor praying for a return

of all applications, letters, and correspon
dence whatsoever, connected with
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pertaining to timber, timber  land, arable
land, grazing land, mines, or mining land

dnrung the year 1887 to date.

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—That an hum-
Add be pr ted to His Honor

raying for are-
_turn. of all timber, timber land, arable

land, grazing land, mines, or mining land,

sold, leased, or alienated during the year
1887 to date, with price, conditions and

names.

Hon. Mr. Humphre
introduce a Bill to

To ask leave to
ter and amend Act

No. 2, intituled *‘An Act relating to" the
Island- Railway, the Graving Dock, and
the Railway Lands of the Province.”

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—To agk leave to

introduce a Bill to alter and amend the
Land Act.

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—To ask leave to

intreduce a bill to alter and amend the
ballot act.

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—To ask leave to
introduce a bill to alter and amerd the
election regulation act.

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—To ask leave to
introduce a bill to re-enact an act intituled
“s’é‘he independence of _parliament act,
1876.”

Hon. Mr. Humphreys—To ask leave to

introduce a bill to alter and amend the
coal mines regulation sct.

e

- MASONS ASSAULTED.

Crry oF lhnoo, Jan. 19—Pablw in-

dlgmhmhubeenamwdmthe State of
Pueblo over the ithin f

railways are bmlt,
v Iundddrymg vyv:llulso be fallogw':ldn
Jof the railway line, on the North:
; ﬁ\e main Thomm

age 'to kee ‘shmmnrkably fat dnnng the
suminier. ere water has been intro-
duced on these lands the seeming desert
springs into a luxuriance of  vegetation.
Hitherto there has been but a tithe of
these lands under: cultivation, owing to
& lack of water, but boring experiments
are now under way, and it is felt that the
result will be as successful in this country
a8 it has proved in California, where, by
similav methods, millions of  acres: o
otherwise unproductive land have been
made 'to  bring forth abundant erops.
In the Cache creck and Bonaparte val-
leys, in Lillooet and Clinton dutmcta,
along Lac la Hache and the: Fraser river
to Quesnellemouth, there are cultivated

millions of acres on either side of the
Frraser river—west through thie Chilcoten
country Yo within a short distance of the
eoast, and east to the Rocky Mountains—
which will one day be utilized for agricul-
tural purposes. Railways and wagonroads | G.
must_first be built before this desirable
end is accomplished, but to demy that
such will be extensively constructed within
the next five or ten years would be to
doubt our destiny.

On many of the ranches of .the interior
—in the Okanagon and as far north as
Williames lake—are the latest improved
agricultural impl ts, steam thresh
self-binding reapers, hay loaders, “gang-
plows; ‘and every facility that modern
invention has provided for rapid and
economical  agriculture. ~Three to five
hundred-acres of wheat, sometimes in one
field, is not infrequently the case on in-
dividual ranches in British Columbia.

On the coast there is a vast extent of
cultivable land in the Westminster dis-
trict, extending from Hope to the Gulf of
Georgia. - There is in this extent soil of
varied character, suitable for fruit. grain
and general farming:- In all portions of
Westminster district fruit grows to per®
fection, and especially so in Chilliwhack

of the river. . A considerable trade hag
already sprung up with- the east in this|
line.: The delta lands of the Fraser,
extending from the North Arm t5 the
boundary line, are formed from the allu-
vial deposits of the Fraser, the wash of
many centuries.  These are “somewhat
cultivated, ‘and are the most productive
lands in the country. At present there
is a large amount of land held by specu-
lators, but it is gradually being absorbed
by the farmers, and in the course of a few
years Westminster district will have an
agricultural output that will bring wealth
to the tillers of the soil and prosperity to
the province generally. ' The Island lands
have also received considerable attention,

and many settlers have been placed on
them ; though during the past year it is
estimated that fully two-thirds of -the
added population has been received by
the mainland.  Alberni district on the
west coast has now a large settlement,

and a monthly steamer runs from Victoria
to the head of Alberni canal; it is also
visited by other steamers and sailing craft.

In Saanich, Cowichan, Comox, and Sooke

districts, there has been a very large in-

crease in the acreage “cultivated. The

building of a branclr line to Beechy Bay,

and the extension of the main line to

Comozx, which are now contemplated, will

induce the speedy settlement of lands in

Comox district, and provide a market for
their products It is a regrettable fact

that the greater proportion of vegetables,

fruit, eggs and many other staple articles

of produce, are imported from the States

to the south. - There is a market in Vie-

toria and other points on the island for

all these, and it only needs the practical

development: of our own lands to shut out

foreign importations altogether. It sis

‘trusted that the coming year will witness

great strides towards such an end, so that

the present umnsatisfactory condition of

things will be overcome.

8o much interest has been centered in
the- Okanagan and Shuswap railway that
the folowing description of the country,
furnished by a gentleman who has lately
made a tour of the district, will be read
with interest :

SPALLUMECHEEN AND OKANAGAN.

This exceptionally fine portion ‘of the

province is comparatively unknown, owing
doubﬂaﬂs to- the fact that it has been al-
most shut up, there being no conveuient
and regular means of getting to it except
by a stage drive of from 75 to 100
miles, from Kamloops. Now, however,
this state of isolation is fast drawing to a
close and the settlers will soon be able to
hail with delight the opening of a new
wagon road which is being constructed
from Enderby (formerly Lambly’s Land-
ing) to tap the C. P. R., at Sicamous, a
distance of 20 miles, runming along the
Spallumcheen river and Mara lake. The
early settlers know something of the difti-
culties to be met with in a new country
and are now ready to fully appreciate the
improvements that are going on and that
are at an early day to be the means of
putting them on a fair footing with other
parts of the province. In the Spallumcheen
valley are to be seen some of the finest
farms in the Pacific Northwest and in a
few years when the propesed Shuswap
and Okanagan Railway becomes a reality
they will eompare bvorably with any to
be found in Ontario or the Maritime
Provinces. For several years improyments
have been under way, but owing to the
want of a market for farm produce there
has net been the amount of work done

that otherwise would have been. But

great strides have been made during the |’

last year or two. Fu-mm% unplbménh
and machinery have been

2 : rhich
§ 8 y mm are sterile enough lookmg .
for'a desert, but on whigh the cattlé man-

stretches of land, producing large returns:f
in grain and other crops ; and: there are | -

and in the higher lands on the north sufé,ﬁ

gk  our pelople
ang plows

, all *uﬁv 8t work
be, at least, to sur-

These farms are situatéd near
1 lakeand about sixty

s fro érnon (formerly Priest’s Val-
& very pretty little village and a place
is ‘destined to become one of some
‘importance in the near future. On the
 Okanagan lake which is navigable for fifty
‘miles is & small steamer, owned and com-

fact, and | manded by Capt.. Shorb, one of the most

entérprising thd “of British Colum-
bia’s’ onmenn, by which a large
frelght is carried to points on

ow. the Mission. Through-

umcheen country and as far

a8 Vernon theé rain fall

that is required during the spring
summer to insure ‘good crops,

e vicinity of the Mission, 60
esdistant from Lansdowne; the rainfall

is ‘80 slight that the Iand. requires to be
irrigated. | On the mountains in this dis-
trict ‘big game such as deér; cariboo, and
the big horn or“mountain sheep, are in
abundance and it might safely be called
the sportsman’s ise.  Intending set-
tlers are beginning to look towards this
country, and it 18 certain within a few
ears to become one of great importance.
ilew digtricts, valleys: and meadows, are
from time to time being located and there
‘are without doubt valu&hle stretehes of
counfry, at n wﬂfmt distance from the
Spallnmcheen ey, lying idle, only wait-
ing the hand of the energetic, persevering
pioneer to turn them into valuable farms.
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KOOTENAY LAKE ORE.

of a € t Auth
Recent Discovery.

o.ll'

ity on the

The following letter was received from
a well-known prospector and mining ex-
pert; and gives a good report concerning
the late discovery of grey copper near
Koobensy Lake:

. M. Sproat, Victoria, B. C.,

Drar Sir,—Your letter of Dec. 29th
has just- reached me here. T first heard of
the discovery near Koobenav Lake in
August and sent a man in to examine it.
Simnce then Mr. Hanley has been in and 1
had;a conversation with him on his re-
turn. From them T learn that 1t is a very
promising prospect—nothing more. = The
new find is some nine miles south of the
foot of navigation (¢. . half way down) on
the Kootenay outlet. It consists of dykes
of lime shale running through the coun-
try rock which ecarry ore in streaks and
irrégular masses. You will probably hear
stories of . ‘‘ledges of solid mineral thirty
feet wide,” etc. I know. I have been
treated to them already. This is not so
(as I gather from cooler heads), but the
dykes are of that width. The ore is
copper—in every shape imaginable. Itis
an entirely new departure so far as the
character of ore is concerned. = Some of it
runs high-—different assays 1 have had
run from 30 to 800 ounces in silver. Dick
Fry, of Bonner's Ferry, was in Spokane
Falls and brought out 8some speci-
mens ‘of grey. copper ore carrying free
gold. = He says the best of it will run 500
aunces silver, also.  The parties owning
these claims shipped two tons of ore which
were frozen up at. the Custom House.
Fry says he will get it out as soon as the
river is strong enough to bear a horse
and - if it comes through T will probably
be able to giva you exact returns. The
owners claim 1t will go $700 per ton in
gold and silver. I saw a letter in the
papers recently claiming $10,000 per ton
for it, so you can see how the wild talk
has spread.

Fry told me the deepest hole anywhere
on the new claims was 9 feet so you may
imagine - but little is known about them.
Some of the men are to winter there and
work. . Taking it altogether I consider it
the most important discovery ever made
in the Kootenay Lake region and I would
certainly advise you to take all necessary
steps to have the proper officers appoint-
ed to look after the interests of the Gov-
ernment and of the law in that locality.

Mr. Hanley has gone east for the
winter. = I will write to one of my friends
at Spokane Falls to get your letter and
forward it to him at once; but, as you will
see, you will probably nothear from him
for some time.

If 1 can be of any service to you in the
matter further, I hope you will command
me.
Denver, Colorado, Jun, 15th, 1888,

PR R A R e
THE E. & N. EXTENSION.

To raE Eprror:—The settlers of Alber-
ni have beeti for some time past agitating
the desirability of "the Government send-
ing out a survey party the coming season
to survey the Alberni route to Comox and
the north, of the proposed extension of
the E. & N. Railway.  This route would
open up a large section of the country for
settlement, and- would be - productive of
good to Alberni, Victoria and the Island
in genersl, and would avoid hugging the
coast, which is a mistake for a railway
company to follow, inasmuch as they ac-
commodate only the coast line which has
already good water communication. By
building the railway in the interior of the
Island the railway company will derive
larger profits from the greater number of
settlers, and if this route be adopted, will
secure the pass from east to west and thus
prevent any foreign company from ac-
quiring this valuable route.  This in it-
self should be an inducement for the com-
pany to build vie Alberni, as it would be
no detriment to Comox, as the distance
between the east-coast and Alberni routes
being immaterial.

Cherry Creek. DESIDERATUM.
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POLITICAL POT-PIE PROMISES.

Twenty c;dd humble petitions; already jfrom
one

Some get, burnt; while some get burst,
although the} £O0 AWTY;

Their mste may be insipid; and, oh my,

It matters not I'll teach the hounds,
raise a little swell.
Tyl &lter every statute, for I'mthe Great I Am-—
The ‘‘Hero ot fair Comox”—In faith the

what a

‘twill

Na.na.}l;ned%ﬂs:ml nor Mainland woods, will never
TN start to wnrm old Robert with; since he
My party’s mnu-imt what of that, no mortal
They edlu‘l:xe b!owhard Tom I know, but I
i w‘:& tbeir lm.le game 8o close, and mark

PoP o B n **Triwmphant” I'll rule in
IW)r.l!If.hem thns (’nbﬁ premred.mdgird their
“No }-‘lercu]es or m&lhcoﬂ:ds Cncl;]con

oney Markets B
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elements in thal
iately. ~Why th
‘only allies in Ire

%o its emtlons from |
alt t6 conceive.
i gituation in Irelan
& scion of ene*of the
luential Irish houses,
dlerd, declares that the
Tandlords are daily - tend
thile the tendency of th
ests' is correspondmvly i
game strain Lord Aberded
30 say that the margin u
£ the Trish tenants have
d for ‘maintenance has|
Iarge numbers of those wh
able to make both ends 1
‘the 'verge of starvation.

Eandlords Walt Upoi
A dseaputahon of Irish i
“ipon Salisbury to-day to
‘or losses through rg::ehh
tiook oceasion to denounce
the land commission which
duced their income frof
‘Salisbury congratulated
kening to the importa
mous and energetic policy
" and reminded them that

sheir present misery. As il
symputhized with them
consider their propns&ls f Q
lacxou

Walung for the 8

The pestponement of B
‘the military bill in the
Saturday to Monday has g

respite ‘to the more]
G pe and to the pub
con ental statesmen w

ill be contmgem upon
but the fulm
iber: spmt of the @
gmg fraught with adm
‘atherland and defiance
jawaited with more' th
on this occasion,
“tenuous thread which cor
_'war dogs to their kennels)

b = Mr. Mattinson
‘Mr. Mattinson, Conseq
. elected to Parliament
“davision ~of Liverpool,
gented by the right Ho
“late attorney-general
Dodgsou H. Madden, so
JIreland, from Dublin
which he resigned when
solicitor generalship. B
“without opposition.

Wm. Ringgold

‘W, Ringgold Cooper.
who was arrested at Fontd
for the alleged forgery o
he passed at the London 4
bank, was examined
proved he had obtained Y
forged the name of Cha
playing-card maker. He
for a young man to col
whom the checks were ca

Dynamiters Sen|

Minister Phelps of ¢
occupied a seat on the H
of €allan and Harkins gl
to-day. Callan preserve

»meanor throughout the ¢
ence, but Harkins broke d
It is asserted by the frien

. that he cannot possibly
of his sentence.

Water Cordunit’

The Mmain water supply
dilly has burst, flooding
roadway under which #
has collapsed. Two he
pletely wrecked and se
tottering and will surely

- Riotous Crolters

The trial of a-second b

7" of the Island of Lewis,
responsibility of recent ri
has resulted in their ¢
sentences range from
months.
Fire in Lom

A fire broke outina

145 Queen Victoria strg

o completely gutting the

* causing heavy loss.
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