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THE CITY ELECTIONS.
Municipal election day draws near, and
he interest in the selection of represents-
18 ! tives for the several boards and in the by-
: laws then to be submitted is greater thin
bas been the case for years.

. In the mayoralty contest three candi-
dates are running—Mayor Taylor, Ald.
Anderson, the veteran municipal legislator,
and Mr. J. R. Minhinnick, who, for the
second time, aspires to the chiet magis-
fighting it out

trate’s - chair. They are
with much vigor, and the intelligent elec-
tors who read the Apvermsee will be
able to reach a conclusion as to their duty

without much further aid on our part. It

..$3 00

in every ward of the city 'is,vor
it Ar we have  before pullliﬁ]
out, we have one alderinan for every 1,700
or 1.800 of tue people, whereas Toronto,
which has one alderman to every 5,000,
thinks it has a much too large r¢ ,.rr-w'uw,-

tion for the good of the people, and in likely
to vote that one alderman for cvery g~q00
will manage the business of the city with
greater dispateh and economy. If the Lon-
don taxpayers reduce the number of wards to
three, and the number of aldermen to nine,
there will still be an alderman for every
4,500 of the population, or @ far fuller
n, in point of numbers, than
There would
the city into
three wards, » fair propor-
tion of suburban property a8 well as a sub-
stantial share of the central or business dig-
trict of the city, This is proved in ihe ap-
pended draft division, yu"‘p\’ll‘ed hy Asgess-
ment,Confmiskioner Grant:
FIR4T WARD,
To include No. 6 war I, that part of Ne.
1 ward south of Dundas street, west of
Richmond strcet, and that part of No, 2
ward north of Duxdas street, weat of Rich-
mond sasoet and south of Albers strect.
SECOND WARD.
7o include that part of the city north of
Dundas street, east of Richmond street, and
west of Richmond street from and ineluding
the merth side of Albert street,
THIRD WARD.
To includeall that part of the eity south
of Dundas street and east of Richmond
slreet.
A division of this description would be
about as equal as any that could be struck.
The population respectively would be in
No 1 ward, 7,801; Ne. 2, 12,088, and No.
3, 10,521, while the assessment. would
amount in No. 1 ward, to §5,271,975; in
No. 2 ward, $5,053,807, and in No, 8,
§4,861,722, ;
As for the frontage tax bylaw, the ques-
tion was taken up too late vo be considered
properly at this time.

representatio
the eity of Toronto now has.

be no difliculty in equalizing

cach to embr:

is to be regretted that there is an
inclination indulge  -in
ties,  ‘instead = of . sticking
questions of municipal policy before the
people. Calling names or giving currency
to ill-founded reports regarding an oppo-

nent make votes for no man.
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% We have taken strong grounds in favor
of the re-election of the present water com+
missioners. They have done their daty
% well, and as the work of extension is not
i yet completed, it would be only fair to
send them back for another term.

Really the most important duty that the
& eloctors have to perform on Monduy lies in
voting for the best candidates for the office
of aldermen. A mayor can do a good
deal to keop up the prestige of
the eity, and if he De a strict
disciplinarian he can do much to facilitate
the transaction of public business; but after
all, the great money-spending and tax-eat-
ing® departments are under the control of
the aldermon, Aldermen can be spend-
thrifts, log-rollers, ward-grabbers, and aid
in giving unfair advantage to favorite con-
tractors, and a mayor can do little to com-
bat them., No taxpayer is warranted in
marking his ballot for any man who cannot
be trusted to be as careful of the interests
of the taxpayers as an honest business man
i of his own. All known log-rollers or
contractors’ go-betweens should be left at
home, There are enough of reliable mem-
bers of the old Council and new blood offer-
ing to enable citizens to select a board of
t aldermen for 1891 that will be a credit to
1 London and enable us to have better ser-
\ vice than we have had in the past as well
a8 reduced taxes.
PUSSENISI.

The bylaws to be voted on are most

smportant. No elector can  refuse

] to vote on the question of whether or
' not the licenses to sell liquor shall be re-
t duced from 69 to 50. The reduction is
|
§

suggested by o very large number of citizens

of all classes and creeds in the community,

and ie likely to be decreed by the elector-

ate, It proceeds on the ground that the
: fewer licensed places there are the less
temptation there will be to drink and
the fewer evils will result from the
sale and consumption of intoxicating liquor.
The Apvertiser has published the argu-
ments adduced in favor of the reduction,
which can be eftected by cutting oft the
privileges of dealers offending against the
% law, and has been willing to give its
readers the arguments of those who advo:
cate that the present number of liquor places
be maintained. Though many public meet-
ings have been held, though ample oppor-
tunity has been given to the opponents of
license reduction to state their views, not
a voice has been raised against the proposed
ourtailment oi opportunities to drink. Only
one or two anonymous writers have under-
taken to argue that the change would not
be in the public interest. Against this we
have the experience of Toronto, supported
by the unansworable facts adduced by ex-
Mayor Howland, in a letter pliblished in
another colamn. Even if we reduced our
liquor-dealing establishments to 50, we will
still have 1 for every 600 men, women and
children in the city, whereas Toronto has
only 1 for every 1,000. The argument,
therefore, seems to be all on the side of
those who advocate a reduction. If they
poll their full strength, the bylaw will un-
doubtedly be sustained.

Citizens will also be privileged to vote on
a bylaw in favor of reducing the number of
wards to three, and the aldermen tonine:
The Board of Trade. and citizens of all
olasses have approved of the idea. It is-re
garded as the best antidote to the squan-
dering of the taxes which has brought us to,
a rate of 22 4.10 mills on the dollar. But
feeble opposition has, 8o far, been raised

against this bylaw. It comes chief-
ly from aldermen, or would-be
aidermen, who fear that, with .a

roduced aldermanic boaed, they would
find their usefulness gone. They say that
it is & poliey of centralization. There is

mo foundation for the allegation. They
nj it is a political aodge. That is the
most absurd contontion of all. Repro-

sentative public wen of both .polilicul
irieluding such gentlemen of sub-

stanee a8 Prosident Marsh, of the Board of
Prade; Commissioner E. T. Rssety, School
Trusteo K. H, Johnston, W. J. Little, John

PERSONAL AND GENERAL.

—The Quchee Legislature has adjourned,
after following the example of the Do-
minion Government by resolving to goita
““loan.”

5 4
—The Hamilton Local election case will
be decided to-morrow. There is a gencral
impression that Mr. Stingon, the sitting
Tory member, will be unseated, The rove-
lations made at the trial all point in that
direction.
b33

—The original intention of the City Coun-
cil was to use the major portion of the
funds to be obtained from the water com-
missioners in buying an electric light plant.
And there are many citizens who believe
that if the money had been handed over a
plant would have been bought, increase or
no increase in taxes.

b
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~—Ald. Anderson has been called an **old
man,” Old age is honorable if turned to
proper account. Ald. Anderson shows by
his address as a mayoralty candidate that
he is still as fresh in making suggestions for
the benefit of the city as he was when first
mayor of London. If his proposal to con-

solidate the debt is carried out—
and there is mno reason why it
should not be pushg to fruition—

a large yearly saving, between $35,000 and
$50,000, will go to the credit of the tax-
payers. Another action of Ald. Anderson’s
is noteworthy. As an old manufacturer,
and knowing how much the property of the
city depends on its manufacturing indus-
tries, he strongly advoeated in the Coun-
cil the proposition to give a fixed assess-
ment for a term of years to the manufac-
turers. The proposal was carried, and,
though we believe that a better plai would
have been to abolish the assessment of ma-
chinery, the new arrangement is reported to
ke working well.

NEW BOOKS.

* Sidney. By Margaret Deland. (Toronto:
Wn. Bryce.) The book begins with a lover
and his lass, and ends with four lovers and
their lasres. No. 1 is denounced by the
girl of his choice for depending on his
mother; he reforms, learns to earn his own
living, and peace reigns over them. No. 2
proposes to a mamby pamby creature who
accepts him; he afterwards discovers that
he does not love her, and passes through
much anguish in consequence. No. 3 has
no trouble in winhing the affections of a
girl, who previously was heart-broken be-
cause No, 1 preferred the girl who de-
nounced him. No. 4 is a young gentleman
with heart disease, who weds the heroine
of the book, Sidney, in oppoesition to her
father, who believes that love in a world
where death follows love like its own
shadow, is nothing but mad folly It isin
the pains of widowhood that Sidney learns
how much better it is to have loved and lost
than never to have loved at all.  An end-
loss amount of small talk, fecbly flavored
with the infidelity of Sidney’s father, and
the cynicism of her aunt makor up the bulk
of the volume.

The Scotch-Inish in America. Published
by order of the Scoteh-Irish Society of
America (Cincinnati: Robert Clark & Co.).
This is the second volume in the series,
constituting the Scotch-Irish in America.
Part first contains all the proceedings of
the second great Scotch-Irish Congress,
held at Pittsburg, Pa., last May, including
a description of the visit paid the Congress
by President Harrison and his Cabinet,
with letters and telegrams from dis-
tingnished men all over the world. Part
second contains: & number of addresses on
the subject of Scoteh- Irish. greatness, from
men occupying prominent.positions, in lead-
ing States of the Union. Some of these
men are not thoroughbred Sootch Irish; but

Irish blood in their veins, or of being,re-
lated by marriage to oﬂu“r Scotch-Irish
people. - One of the contributors to the
volume remarks that ‘‘the record of the race
in our own land will be found most attrac.
tive, for no other people have cnntrib_utm!
go much to our greatness and prosperity.”
It will be news to some to learn that “to
the Socoteh-Irish of the South is due the
honor of framing the firsy declaration of
American independence. Through the
veins of Stonowall Jackeon flowed this
same rich Dlood. The blood that gave
courage to Ulysses 8. Grant had its source
in the same fountain, and when the heart
of Abraham Lincoln ceased to beat, th'e’
blood of & Scotoh-Irishman ceased to flow.

g Marshall, W, J, Reid and many others,

The book will be of interest to geneal-

they all make a point of having. Scotch* |

é
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ogists and Scotch-Irish people, but is not
especially attractive to those who do not
kuow the meaning of ““Scets wha hae,” and
“¥rin go bragh.”

Canada First: A Memoridl of the Late
Wm. A. Foster, Q.C. (Toronto: Hunter,
Rose & Co.) 1In response to the request of
some of those associated with Mr. Foster in
the Canada First organization that its
literature shonld be gathered and preserved,
this volume has been published. The fire
of national aspiration and patriotism burned
in Foster. His memorable pamphlet,
“*Canada First,” which leads the series of
his productions in this volume, gave shape
to a floating idea, and called into existence
the group of sympathizing spirits known by
the collective name of ‘“‘Canada First.”
The aim of “Canada First” was never very
clearly defined. Some of the group, borne
on by the tide of the time, agpired more or
less consciously, more or less openly, to an

to a nationality which they deemed
possible without independence, and desired
only to complete the measure of Canadiaz
self-government, make the interest of (in-
ada pargmount. in our policy, and fill 1l
offices with men who, whether natives or
not, were thoroughly Canadian in spirit,
Tosome probably *‘Canada First” was rather
8 vague sentiment than a distinet opinion or
idea. All, however, united in striving to
cultivate Canadian patriotism, to raise
Canada ahove the rank of a mere depend-
ency, and to give her the first place in Can-
adian hearts.

MAGAZINES,
The Arena. (Arena Pabligshing Com-
pany, Boston, Mass,) The figst number for
the new year is opened by the inquiry of
Alfred Russell Wallace, **Are There Object-
ive Apparitions?’ After telling a variety
of shivery livtle ghost stories, all of the
most undoubted authenticity, he decides
that there are. The ekeptic spirit, wearied
by pages of hallucinations and phantasms,
is somewhat cheered by the assertion that
the term objectivity does not necessarily
imply materiality.  *“We do not know
whether the luminiferous ether is material,
or whether electricity is material, but
both are certainly objeetive.” But cheer-
fulness gives way to despondency under

rressurc of - the statement that ‘‘the
iypothetical substance of which visi-
ble phantoms are composed seems
to- have the . property under . cer-

tain conditions of aggregating to itself
molecular matter, so that tangible or force-
exerting phantasms are produced.” -And
all this in face of the fact that tangible
and force-exerting phantasms are decidedly
the least popular. ~ Other leading articles
are, the *‘Single Tux Question, “Was
Christ a Buddhist ?” and “‘Silver Coinage.”
The Atlantic Mon'hly. (Boston: Hough-
ton, Mifflin & Co.) Critical articles and
those which are semi-critical, semi-bio-
graphical, occupy prominent places in the
new number,i interspersed with =such
felicities in rhyme as Archibald Lamp-
man’s ““Snowbirds,” Lilla Cabot Perry’s
“Plea for Trust,” and Florence Wilkinson’s
¢“Kismet and the King.” The most valu-
able paper is that on *‘Hegel as a Philoso-
pher of the Paradoxical.” Here is one of
Hegel's paradoxes: “‘Isn’t it true, that,
curiously enough, you in vain strive to be-
come holy if you merely strive for
holiness ? Just pure holiness, what would
it be? To have never a worldly thought,
to be peaceful, calm, untroubled, absolutely
pure in spirit, without one blot or blemish
—what would that be but simple impas-
sivity, innocence, pure emptiness? A young
tiger, or a baby Napoleon fast asleep, or a
new created demon that had not yet grown
beyond the cherub stage possess such holi-
ness.. Ior us holiness means not the
abolition of worldliness, not innocence, not
turning away from the world, but the
victory that overcometh the world, the

struggle, the courage, the vigor, the
endurance, the hot fight with sin, the
facing of the demon, the power to

have him there in us, and to hold him by
the throat, the living and ghastly presence
of the enemy, and the triumphant wrest-
ling with him, and keeping him forever a
panting, furious, immortal thrall and bond-
man, Thisis the only true holiness, and
it l; Jt’he very height of the struggle with
evil,

Seribmer’s  Magazine. (New York:
Charles Scribner’s Sons,) The article of
most interest is Stauley’s account of ¢‘The

| Pigmies of the Great African Forest.” Ac-
cording to this writer the undersized

creatures inhabiting the Great Forest of
Equatorial Africa are the intellectual equals
of about 50 per cent. of the modern in-
habitants of any great American city of to-
day. “‘And yet there has been no change
or progress of any kind among the pigmi
of the forest since the time of Herodotus
Like the birds, bees and ants, the pigmies
build their huts after the same skilless
fashion of 23 centuries ago. Some of them
are only 33 inches high, and the tallest
\\:nuM not exceed four feet four inches,
They are described as mischievous, restless
and tricky, ever at war with the settlers
Hllvl-l living the lives of beasts of m'evj
Without weapons a pigmy would have no
chance against the strong-limbed, broad
full-chested planter; but with his little
sheaf of poisoned arrows he is more than a
match for a giant. Among other attrac-
tions of the January number is a short
history of “‘Court Tennis,” the oldest game
of ball that we have, “Impressions of
Australia,” a new story by Frank R. Stock-
ton, and an account of Modern Fire Ap-
paratus,
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R. F. LACEY & CO

Wholesale Leather Merchants,
LONDOIN ONT.

better choice than our large and varied assortment,

OUR POPULAR PRICE 18 810.
We beat the world at this price, Nothing can

Agents for the Acme Blacking.
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Confedevation Life

ORGANIZD 1871. HEAD OFFICE, TORONTO.
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POLIGIIS ARE INCONTESTABLE

Free from allferictions as to residence, travel or occupation. Paid-up policy
afid ish surrender value GUARANTEED in each policy.
THE

JIEV ANNUITY ENDOWMENT POLICY
! #FORDS ABSOLUTE PROTECTION AGAINST

; THARLY DEATH:
Provi $ o INCOME im old age, and is a good INVESTMENT.
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y©ears HAVE ABRLLLY RECEIVED 9 PER OENT. OF THE PROFITS 80 earned,
‘W, C, MAOON ALD, Actuary, J, K. MACDONALD, Managing Director,
LONDON - @ F. ROBERUBON, 16 DUNDAS STREE

H. GRAFHAM
198 King Street West, Toronde, Ont.,
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