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CHAPTER XXX.
The Abduction Charge.

“She does not love me at all,” whis-
pered the inner voice. *I neither am
husband, a brotfler, or a friend. And
I—my God!—if I could only tear her
out of my heart! But I can’t—not
yet, not yet. I must be jealous ef

' Charlie, aye, and of that brainless
boy St. Clare, for he loves her, or wjll
directly, if Charlie does not take care.
And what wonder? Men must love the
most beautiful thing in their ‘path;
and whose beauty is like unto hers?”

He glanced around the room over
his teacup at the many fair faces, and
his heart replied with dismal satis-

faction.

“No one—there is not one to match
her; she is peerless! And Charlie--
what is he doing—where is he? Why
is he not with her, or she with him?
What does it all mean? He has avoid-
ed her through the whole day. Yes,
one would have thought that Lady
Mary had been his choice,l had they
not been told, as I was. It cannot be
that—that—he is ficle, that he is so
great a fool as to be taken by a newer
face, and—tut! tut!” he broke off, *I
am getting as suspicious and fidgety
as an old bachelor—perhaps I shall
be.”

Then he turned his eyes with a
half-bitter smile to the woman beside
him, so suddenly that he caught her
gaze—deep, tender, . solicitous—fixed
on his face. Such a look discovered
by yourself on the face of a beautiful
woman whom you once loved . better
than all else on earth, such a gaze
lavished on yourself is a dangerous
thing for your peace of mind, i{ yoa
are not quite certain of your heart,
or a very delicious thing, if you are
desirous of receiving it. Fate is often
strangely perverse and directs such
glances where “they are not wanted,
and from whence they want no re-
turn.

Lilian turned her eyes aside with a
little quiver of the mouth.

“Percy, ‘with a slight awkwardness,
asked for another cui) of tea.

* Then he thought. as he sipped it.

“And if this be true, that Charlie

tells me, should I be acting wisely. to’

turn away form the gift the gods
give, because of the desire ifor the gift
which they withheld? I love Kyra;
I cannot get her; she does not love
me!”

Ah! how he winced, how the cup
shook as he gave himself this thrust
direct!

“Here is 3 woman, young, beauti-

ful, whom 1 once loved; who still
'inay’keep a tender spot in her heart
| tor me; whorh Il may and could learn
‘{ to love; who‘gt least, and at last,
| would teach me to forget my lost Ky-

Tal!”

He turned his eyes agdin and scan-
ned the fair face beside him.
“Beéware, Lord Percy, beware! He

| approached the _preciplce still more

closely, + for he bent forward, and
touched her arm.

looked up and wag‘ saved. It was
Kyra, Kyra, and yet mot Kyra, for
she had passed into the old oak-room,
a girl ignorant of her own heart; she
entered the drawing-room a woman,
burdened by her secret, blushing with

‘| ner love, tortured by dread of its dis-

covery;‘in one hour the bud had
blossomed into the fair and beauteous
flower.

There {8 a deep, subtle instinct be-
tween hearts that love; Percy, look-
ing up, read the change, though he
could not understand or comprehend'
it, and his own heart beat fast and
strangely.

“Yes,” he murmured. “My little
wlld prairie flower is a woman full of
passion and the mysterious sensibili-
ties ‘'of her sex; what has wrought
the change?”

Kyra stood for a moment almost
unnoticed, save by him; he looked
around for Charlie, who did not move,
who seemed lost to all the world, be-
hind that sczeen; Liord St. Clare, with
the ill luck for which he was pro-
verbial, had made his exit from one
door in search of Kyra as she had
entered by another; Percy rose and
went toward her.

“Where have you been? your tea
will be quite cold; here is a chair.”

His voice, always under control, was
as usual, calm, kind, unruffled; but
she—with her secret crying aloud in
triumphant freedom within her heart,
could not raise her eyes to his as she
dropped intb her chair beside him.

“Have you . been looking at the
swans?” he asked, as Lilian poured
out a cup of tea, with a smile that
covered the raging tempest at her
heart; another minute and the game
would have been hers! She knew it!
for she saw it in his eyes. If the girl
—the hated girl had but stopped away
out of his sight for a minute longer!

“Yes—no!” said Kyra. “I have been
in the shrubbery: ;

“Ah!” said Percy, with a spasm of
jealousy. “With St. Clare; I see he
has flown?”

“No—quite alone'” said Kyra, lift-
ing her eyes with an effort. ‘It was
late, and——"

“Why did she hesitate and trem-
ble. Yes, tremble, for as he handed
her the tea, the dainty little cup,
scarcely thicker than a butterfly’s
wing, slipped from her fingers.

“I am so sorry!” she said; “one of
those pretty cups, too! and I have
scalded you——"

“With cold tea!” he said, stooping
to recover the fragments. “You've
spoiled your own dress, and so are
very properly punished; or did I drop
it? Here, James, take this—"

And ho looked up for a servant. As
he did so the smile died away, and
was displaced by a stern look of in-
quiry, for at the open window was
the strange spectacle of three men,
apparently endeavoring, half by force
and half by argument, to obtain aa
entrance, which ‘'was obstinately de-
nied by three or four of the servants.

All the guests were listening,
speechless and motionless with sur-
prise. ;

Percy rose and walked quletly
across the room, and motioned  tha
servants aside.

“Who are these persons?" he ask-

ed, with the old haughty composure
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—the Vering air!—as his friends call-
ed it. ’

Then his manner changed instan-
taneously, for as the men entered he
recognized two of them: Mr. Jackson,
the Yankee, and Count Hudspiel. The
third was a sinister-looking man, with
the unmistakable cut of a second-rate
attorney. :

These three, as if they had thor-
oughly rehearsed the situation, made
a polite bow each; and took up their
position with their backs to the door.
Count Hudspiel was noticed, in his
glance around the room, to carefully
avoid the tea' table; and Mr. Jackson
was observed to fix his eyes, with a
keen, triumphant stare, upon Kyra—
Kyra with pale face and strained gaze.

Charlie, behind the screen, sat for a
moment dumb-founded; then, with au
ejaculation of indignation and wratk,
sprang out and made to his cousin’s
side.

Percy, upright, yet perfectly at his
ease, warned him aside with a ges-
ture, and advanced himself to Mr.
Jackson,

“Well, sir, what is your business
here?” '

So -calm, so haughtily contempt-
uous was the tone, that 'the Yankee
quailed, but for a moment only; he
was too true a Yankee to give in at
the first shot.

“Wal, Earl Vering,” he said, noddmg
his head; “that’s a straight questwn,
anyhow. I and my friends——"

“One of whom I recognize as a

the company of some . gentlemén a
few nights since,” put in Percy with
a quiet' scorn.

Instantly, at their master’s tone,
the servants moved towards the count,
but Percy stopped any attack.

“No;” he said; “he may remain; but
away from the ladies.”

The butler, who had entered, mo-
tioned the count nearer to the win-

disease; and then Percy, by a motion
of his hand, intimated that Mr. Jack-
sop might continue.

“I and my friends—one- of whom,
a gentleman of rank and position,
you have wantonly insulted, ar’e here,
Earl Vering, to put inh force a legal
claim to a young person whom you
abducted from the State of Chick-
ama, in the United States of America
—a claim which we have substanti-
ated in a proper legal form, and
which we are here to enforce—if need
Be—with all the physical and . moral
power “of the law.”

There was a buzz of excitement,
surprise, incredulity, amid which the
attorney drew from his pocket a roll
of paper and parchment, and unfold*
ed it with'a significant air of import-
ance and menace.

Then Lilian Devigne took her cue,
and rising, glided up to Percy’s side.

“Lord Vering—we will go, all of

made a move, ’ X
Percy held up his hand. “On the

remain—at least until -We ho.vb hear
some@h!xg more: o; this ml by

ness.”

lo\v Yoll,m Throw-

card sharper, who was kicked out of,

dow, as if he. had some infectious:

 us——" apd the rest, as she paused,}

contrary,” he said, “I shall feel deep-
1y grateful and honored if you will}.

‘\

‘yonr tsrco—-or drm if you so pl«uw .
to call it--let me, in the plgesenqe of |

witness warn you tiu_.t it by word or
deed you render yourself amenable
to punishment, the law shall deal

have no mercy." YR

‘The Yankee's eyes glittered.
“You'll be asking some of that com-
modity for yourself, my Yord,” he said,
with dry insolence. “Abduction is a
criminal offence in America as well
as in England, and I hold out the law
to you; so thar!”

Percy smiled grimly.

“Ifet us proceed,” h’e said. “Hav-
ing heard your preamble, I demand
the mame and_description of the per-
son I am charged with abducting, and
your authority for. laying claim to
that person.” >

“The name is Kyra, an Indian girl

daughter ot Tahitari, and the grand-
daughter of a ' Modoc chief named

| Black Hawk; aged, at the time of her

abduction by you, thirteen; being a
citizen of the~IJ:nited States, and un-
der the protection  of the ~American
Republic, from whom you forcikly
and illegally abducted and stole her,”
commenced the Yankee.

Pausing suddenly for want of breath
he" turned toward the éttox;ney, who
produced his parchment and read the
charge, the descfiption of Kyra, the
‘account of the scene at the inn in the
backwoods, and lastly, a series of
warrants and authorities for her re-
capture, issued by the American and
English officials. It was overwhelm-
ing, breath-‘absorbing, and as com-
plete as a wedding ring.

(To be continued.)

Delicate Yomng Girls,
Pale, Tired Women

There is no beauty in pallor, but
proof of plenty of weakness. Exer-
tion ‘makes your heart flutter, your
back and limbs ache, and you sadly
need something to put somée ginger
into your system. Try Dr. Hamilton’s
Pills; they make you feel alive, make
you want to-do things. They renew
and purify ~the blood—then come
strong nerves, rosy cheeks, laughmg
eyes, robust good health. You'll be
helped in a hundred ways by Dr,
Hamilton’s Pills, which are an old
family remedy of° great Trenown.
Thousands use no other medicine and
never have a day’s sickness of any
kind. Get a 25¢. box to-day. Sold by
-all dealers.

| Your Boys and Girls.

A child' who has a tendency toward
round shouilders should sleep entirely
without pillows. Children who have
never used pillows from infancy up,
have almost ..invariably beautifully
shaped backs. There are certain ex-
ercises also which make the youthful
back ~stronger and straight. Canoe-
ing is excellent for the slender girl
whose shoulders droop forward.
Pasket ballFand tennis are also help-
ful. Ball playing, or ball tossing is
one of the best 'exercises for the
back. Running is perhaps the very
best. The child who runs a great
deal is usuaily tall in adult age.

Have the round-shouldered girl run
around the ‘dining room table fifty
times, twice a day, and if she thrusts a
short stick through her elbows, back
of her waistline so much the better.

Unceasing vigilance must 'be the
part of the mother whose little
daughter shows tendency toward
round shoulders. The “gtand-up-
straight” slogan must be often heard
in the home, no matter whether it an-
noys the small offender or not. She
cannot be depended upon herself—no
child could—to correct her physical de-
fect by force of personal will-power,
so the work must be undertaken for
ner by someone to whom her weltare
is very important indeed

Bonsehold ‘Notes.

Put a little vinegar in the pan of
wa.ter in which you rinse your greens
and the lnsectw wm drop off amaz-
ingly.

For a picnic it is a good idea to
pack each edible in a different box-—

etc.

you that punishment in full; I will |

boiled eggs in one, cake in another, ¢

a Catalogue Scrap Book of our Pat-
aseful to refer to from time to time

A NEW AND ATTRACTIVE , UNDER
GARMENT

1615—Ladies’ Camisole in Kimono
Style. Batiste, dimity, nainsovk,
crepe, lawn or silk are nice for this
style. It is made with fulness at the
neck and waistline and the sleeve
to any address-on receipt of 10 cents
shouiders.

The Pattern is cut in 3 sizes: Smell

1 Medium and Large. It requires 1% |

yard of 38 inch material for a Mediuin
size.

A pattern of this illustratien mailed
to any address on receip of 10 cents
in silver or stamps.

A SET OF SMART DRESS ACCES.
SORIES.

1777—These chemisettes are prac-
tical and easy to develop. No. 1
shows a collar in flare style, with the
chemistte or vest portion bioused.
No. 3 is finished with a high standing
collar topped by a ripple flare. Ba-
tiste, lawn, organdy, net, lace, mull
and linen are all good for these mod-
els. The Pattern, including all styles
{s cut in 3 sizes: Small, Medium and
Large: It requires for No. 1, 1%
vard; for No. 2, % yard; for No. 3, %
yard of 27 inch material for a Medium
size.

A pattern of this illustration mailed
to any address on recipt of 10 cents
in silver or stamps.
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The Home Dressmaker should keep
tern Cuts. These will be found very |

| ThlS Week is a lc-)t' of
~'Ladies’

AT

84c. each only,

Our last 85c. Blouse Sale was a big success,
being- appreciated by the ladies for the values
and styles offered. We can only keep this special
range running for a limited time, so you can
make your call here early.

See Window Display for
some of the styles
offered.

HENRY BLAIR

New Goods, ex S. S. Durango,

AL SLAITERY'S

Wholesale DryGoods House

174 pieces APRON CHECKS.
142 pieces DRESS COTTONS.
30 pieces DRESS GOODS.
30 pieces DRESS MUSLINS.
100 pieces WHITE SHIRTING.
60 pieces ART MUSLIN.

.

Also.in stock a large assortment of

American Pound and Piece Good..
ALL AT LOWEST PRICES.

W. A. SLATTERY.

Slattery’s Bldg., Duckworth & George’s Sts.
P. O. Box 236. St. John’s, Nfid. ’Phone 522.

When you buy from us you get
’
Fine Gold,
Good Weight,
Bright Finish,
and every Rms is carefully examlned before going out.
Out of town orders receive ever attention from '

T, J DULEY&Co
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FEELING OF .THE 1M
OF FINAL THINGS.

“I am told on good autl
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things.

A Year Ago.
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after the.vcollapse of thei
pian cf campaign t
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