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Love in a Flour Mill,
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The Romance ol Two 
Loyal Hearts !

CHAPTER XXIV.

Dexter Reece rose and followed, as 
If to prevent him ringing.

“It’s late!” he said, with barely 
concealed agitation. “She will have 
retired for the night. To-morrow—”

“To-morrow the marriage will ha 
performed,” said Raven, with a smile 
and a gesture. “It will be only kind, 
considerate, to prepare Cara. You 
agree with me, I am sure.”

He rang the bell, gave a mesage to 
the servant, came back to the table, 
and, filling the glasses, raised his, 
Baying:

“To your future happiness!”
Dexter lifted his glass to his lips; 

hut he could not drink, and he set the 
•wine down untouched. His brain 
was in a whirl. Up to the present, he 
had been calm, self-possessed enough; 
he had even been able to control him­
self when Raven had agreed to share 
the proceeds of the ruby; but this 
prospect of marrying the girl who 
was Sir Mortimer’s daughter shatter­
ed his self-command, overwhelmed 
him. Moreover, Raven’s cool accept­
ance of the proposal staggered Reece; 
the idea that Raven thought it possi­
ble—in fact, absolutely certain—that 
he could compel the girl to marry 
whom he pleased seemed to Dexter 
Reece simply preposterous; and it 
was some minutes before he realized 
that he was in a foreign land—in It­
aly—where such sudden contracts are 
still-not infrequent.

Then, again, he was impressed by 
the unscrupulous nature of the man 
with whom he was dealing, and-, un­
consciously, he began to reflect as it 
were Raven's audacity. All the same, 
Dexter Reece was too clever not to 
know that he was being dragged out 
of his depth. But could he draw back? 
He himself had proposed the mar­
riage; could he now declare that the 
idea was too preposterous, too melo­
dramatic—in fact, impossible?

The minutes passed. Dexter Reece 
sank in a chair, with his hands thrust 
in his pockets, his head lowered,' lis­
tened in a kind of stupor to the other 
man, who continued talking in a mo­
mentous voice, as if to himself, of the 
places where the Giant Ruby could 
most safely be offered for sale. Pre­
sently the door opened; there was a 
rustle of silk—a girlish figure, wrapt 
in a silk peignoir, stood regarding 
them.

Dexter Reece sprang" to his feet, 
and looked at her half fearfully. As 
he did so he recalled the face of the 
girl who had stopped the horses out­
side the mill. Could it be possible 
that this was the same girl? The 
change in her smote even his callous 
heart. She was lovely still, lovelier 
perhaps than when he had seen her 
last; but her face was pale, her eyes 
wore an expression of sorrow, of anx­
iety, almost of despair—there were 
dark shadows beneath them ; the 
face was thin and hollow. The bird 
had indeed fluttered and pined in its 
gilded cage! But she still held her­
self erect, her eyes met Dexter 
Reece’s with the old pride, the old 
hauteur and defiance; the expression 
in them now was too contemptuous 
for surprise; and she waited with 
perfect self-possession and compos­
ure, as if he were nothing more than 
a servant.

Dexter Reece lowered his eyes be­
fore her steady gaze, and stood quite

still, with his hands pressed on the 
table.

"You sent for me?" said Cara in a 
low voice, coldly, steadily.

“A thousand pardons for disturbing 
you, dear one!” said Raven, with ex­
aggerated courtesy. "I have to speak 
to you on important business. You 
will take a seat, will you not, Cara 
mia?”

She made a faint gesture of refus­
al.

“No?" he said. “Ah, well!” the 
business will not take long. This 
gentleman—you know him; you met 
him at Thorden Hall, there in Eng­
land—it is some time ago; but he has 
not forgotten you. You still linger 
in his memory, in his heart; and he 
has come here to seek you, to ask you 
to be his wife.”

Cara stood perfectly still; the ex­
pression of her face did not change. 
She looked from one man to the oth­
er, and waited.

Raven stood with his head on one 
side, regarding her with a malevolent 
smile.

“You are startled, dear little one,” 
he said; “you have lived so long out 
of the world that you have not 
thought of a lover—a husband. Ah, 
yes! but I have been thinking for 
you; and behold!” he motioned to 
Reece—“this is my choice. He is an 
Englishman; you are fond of the 
English. That is well, for they are 
good and wise. This in one of the 
best of them. Mr. Dexter peece is a 
man of wealth. You will travel—he 
will take you to Epgland; he will 
make you very happy. But”—he 
spread out his hands, including them 
both in the gesture—“he shall -speak 
for himself.”

She turned her eyes on Dexter 
Reece, and waited, as if she were 
compelled by force to play a part 
which could have but one ending.

Dexter Reece moistened his lips, 
and approached her; but something 
in the sorrow-stricken eyes kept him 
from coming near to her. -

“I am afraid you are startled, 
shocked, by the suddenness, the ab­
ruptness------’’ he began, with some­
thing of his usual ingratiating suav­
ity. “You have almost forgotten me, 
I fear, Miss Cara."

She spoke at last.
“No, I have not forgotten you,” she 

said, quite calmly and gravely, with a 
contempt which cut him like a whip. 
“I remember you very well. Will you 
tell me what this means? Is it a 
jest? It cannot be true, this that my 
father says, that you want to marry 
me! Why have you come to insult 
me? I have only seen you two or 
three times. You treated me then as 
if I were a servant-girl. You know 
nothing of me; and yet you say you 
wish to marry me! What is it you 
expect me to say?”

“I beg you will listen to me,” he 
said. “I know how strange it must 
sound to you, this—this proposal of 
mine; you will think that I arq insin­
cere, that I have some purpose to 
serve------”

She broke in upon him at this. The 
scorn now flashed from her eyes as 
they swept from one man to the oth­
er.

“What else could I think? You 
know that I am a prisoner here—yes, 
a prisoner; you come to insult mé, 
knowing that I am helpless to protect 
myself. You ask me to marry you; 
you expect an answer—is It really 
that you expect an answer? Then I 
will give it to you—No!”

Dexter Reece moistened . tiis lips 
again, and drew his hand across his 
brow; he felt like a whipped cur.

“I—I cannot but accept,” he stam­
mered.

But Raven, who had been regard­
ing them with a sinister smile, step­
ped forward and held up his hand.

“Tut, tut!” he said. “Too much 
words!—too much words! Cara, 
mia, you are very foolish; you speak 
in haste. You have not considered; 
you require time, dear child; it is 
only natural; it is only proper. Re­
tire, dear one, to the rest we have 
disturbed, and think. To-morrow the 
ceremony will take place. Alas! it is 
necessary that we hasten the matter; 
Mr. Reece is leaving Italy.”

He opened the door for her, with a 
mocking bow. She stood for an in­
stant, regarding Reece with a mixture 
of contempt and curiosity; . then 
turned and left them.

Dexter Reece dropped into his 
chair, and drew a long breath.

“I told you ” he said thickly. “For 
heaven’s sake, let the thing drop!”

Raven smote him on the shoulder.
“Tut, tilt!” he said. “You are a 

craven kind of lover, Mr. Reece. But 
dispel your fears. As I have said,

How.To Get Rid of 
Bad Cough

| Let l)s Fill Your 
y Order from
y FRESH 
| SUPPLIES!
1 ELUS & CO.,
! LIMITED.

203 Water Street.
Wf Fresh New York Turkeys.

Fresh New York Ducks.
M Fresh New York Chicken.
V Fresh New York Sausages.
P Fresh N. Y. Corned Beef.
| Smoked Finnan Baddies.

y Smoked Fillets.
1 FRESH COD.
H FRESH KIPPERS.
y--------------------:---------

Brussels Sprouts.
String Beans.

U Cauliflower.
4 Sweet Potatoes.

Beet, Parsnips, Carrots. 
Fresh Cucumbers.

P New Celery.

BLUE POINT OYSTERS.
L -----------------------------------------------
"j Dessert Apples.

Russet Apples.
É Northern Spy Apples.

Navel Oranges.
Red and Green Grapes, 

y Bartlett Pears,
w Grape Fruit.

Pineapples.
§ SCOTCH BEEF HAM.

AYRSHIRE BACON.

||
4 New Dessert Raisins.

New Sultanas, 
y Fresh Chesnuts.

Fresh Almonds.
Fresh Brazil Nuts.

9 Crystalized Cherries.
Crystalized Violets and 

A Rose Leaves.
Glace Cherries, 

y Elvas Plums.
Ê Glace Assorted Fruits.

New Angelica.
I PRIZE CHEDDAR CHEESE.
I NEW STILTON CHEESE.
1 NEW GORGONZOLA CHEESE. 
U FRESH EDAM CHEESE.

Our stock of 
XMAS COSAQUES 

this season surpass all previous 
selections. Come and see.

REMEMBER ODR 
TELEPHONES.

Nos. 482 and 786. y

we are not in England; we manage 
our daughters differently."

“You will never manage her,” said 
Dexter Reece, with impatient con­
tempt of the man’s self-confidence.

“We shall see,” retorted Raven. “I 
have managed her hitherto, my 
friend.”

“By force!” returned Dexter Reece. 
“You will not be able to force her to 
marry against her will.”

“Be here to-morrow morning at ten 
o’clock, and I will show you,” said 
Raven, darkly.

Dexter Reece jerked his head in­
credulously.

“I will come,” he said; “but I warn 
you, it will be useless. Now, the 
ruby!"

“Ah, yes! the ruby,” muttered Ra­
ven. “I will fetch it”
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which refuses to yield to ordinary reme­
dies, get from any druggist 2% ounces of 
Pinex (50 cents worth), pour into a 16- 
cunce bottle and fill the bottle with plain 
granulated sugar syrup. Start taking 
a teaspoonful every hour or two. In 24 
hours your cough will be conquered or 
very nearly so. <rEven whooping cough is 
greatly relieved in this way.

The above mixture makes 16 ounces—a 
family supply—of the finest cough syrup 
that inoney could buy—at a cost of only 
f4 cents. Easily prepared in 5 minutes, 
l ull directions with Pinex.

This Pmex and Sugar Syrup prepara­
tion takes right hold of a cough and gives 
almost immediate relief. It loosens the 
dry, hoarse or tight cough in a way that 
is really remarkable. It also quickly 
) eals the inflamed membranes which ac­
company a painful cough, and stops the 
lormation of phlegm in the throat and 
bronchial tubes, thus ending the persis­
tent loose pougn. Excellent for bronchi­
tis, spasmodic croup and winter coughs. 
Keeps perfectly and tastes good—Siil- 
dren like it.

Pinex is a special and highly concen­
trated compound of genuine Norway 
pine extract, rich in guaiacol, which •", 
f > healing to the membranes. 4
jTo avoid disappointment, asl: V- . r 

druggist for “2% ounces ox Pine::,”—do 
not accept anything cl o. A guarantee 
uf absolute satisfaction, or money prompt­
ly refunded, goes witli t' is preparation, 
'she Pinex Co., Toronto, Ont.
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The Home Dressmaker should keep 
a Catalogne Scrap Book of our Pat­
tern Cuts. These will be found very 
useful to refer to from time to time.

1525. — A NEW AND PRACTICAL 
FROCK FOR MOTHER’S GIRL.

He left the room; and Reece, unable 
to remain still, sprang up and paced 
up and down, his face working, his 
hands twitching. Would the man re­
turn; or would he play some trick, 
escape him after all? The cold sweat 
stood on Reece’s forehead ; he felt 
choking, and he tugged at his collar. 
The door opened presently, and he 
sprang forward as Rayen came soft­
ly across the room. The two men 
stood opposite each other at the ta­
ble, looking into each other’s eyes." 
Raven drew his closed hand from be­
hind him, extended it, opened it, and 
showed a small wooden box.

Dexter Reece felt sick and faint. 
Ever since he had heard of it, he had 
lived for this ruby, had hungered and 
thirsted for it all day, had dreamt of 
it at night. He had hard work to 
keep himself from snatching at the 
box.

“Open it!—Open it!" he said, in a 
hoarse whisper.

(To be continued.)
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Plaid gingham in blue and red tones 
is here combined with white pique. 
The style is also good for cliambrey, 
percale, galatea and linene, repp, pop- 
iln, mixed suitings, shepherd checks 
and serge. It could also be used for 
velvet, or corduroy. The dress is a 
one piece model, with deep plaits in 
front, forming a wide panel. The 
belt is worn over the front, and under 
the back, where the fulness is gather­
ed. The sleeve is trimmed with a 
shaped facing, in wrist length. In 
elbow length it has a turn back cuff. 
The neck edge is cut deep, and finish­
ed with a collar in new outline. The 
pattern is cut in 4 sizes: 4, 6, 8 and 
10 years. It requires 3% yards of 38 
inch material for an 8 year size.

A pattern of this illustration mailed 
to any address on receipt of 10c. in 
silver or stamps.
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large advertisements from $15.
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25 Abchnrch Lane, London, E.C.

EUROPEAN
AGENCY.

1534. A SEASONABLE 
STYLE.

POPULAR

1534

Wholesale Indents promptly execu­
ted at lowest cash prices for all Brit­
ish and Continental goods, including : 

Books and Stationery,
Boots, Shoes and Leather,
Chemicals and Druggists’ Sundries, 
China, Earthenware and Glassware, 
Cycles, Motor Cars and Accessories, 
Drapery, Millinery and Piece Goods, 
Fancy Goods and Perfumery, 
Hardware, Machinery and Metals, 
Jewellery, Plate and Watches, 
Photographic and Optical Goods, 
Provisions and Oilmen’s Stores, 

etc., etc.
Commission 2% p.c. to 5 p.c.
Trade Discounts allowed.
Special Quotations on Demand. 
Sample Cases from $50 upwards. 
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Semi Princess Dress for Misses and 
Small Women.

A leading and becoming style is 
here shown, youthful and trim, and 
cut on graceful lines. The waist and 
skirt fronts are combined. The side 
portions and back of the skirt join 
the waist at hip length. Tiny rever 
facings outline the neck and meet a 
jaunty flare collar. The sleeve is 
close fitting and shaped at the wrist. 
The plaited fulness of the skirt is a 
good style feature. This model is 
nice for serge, poplin, velvet, gabar­
dine or broad cloth. Taffeta or satin 
in matched shades are good for its 
trimming. The Pattern is cut in 3 
sizes: 16, 18 and 20 years. It requires 
5% yards of 33 inch material for an 
18 year size.

A pattern ol‘ this illustration mailed 
to any address on receipt of 10c. in 
silver or stamps.
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WILLIAM WILSON & SONS
(Established 1814.)

25, Abchnrch Lane, London, E.C. 
Cable Address; “Annuaire. London,r
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The temperature of a child’s sick 
room should never be under 60 de­
grees nor above 65.

Two level tablespoonfuls of rice to 
a pint of milk will make the proper 
rice pudding.

I

Red RoseTea is good tee”

N.B.— Be sure to cut out the illus­
tration and send with the coupon, 
carefully filled out. The pattern can 
’iOt reach you In less than 16 days.

Some years ago a clergyman on 
one occasion had to reprove his con­
gregation for sleeping in church. He 
said that many arguments to show 

! the enormity of the offence were un- 
i necessary—it was one of those sins 
that people commit With their eyes 
Open?
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SALE! SALE!
AT COST PRICES, ALL OUR STOCK OF

Ladies’
Winter HATS,
in White and Colored Felt Hats and Black Felt 

. and Velvet Hats.
This lot of Hats are all of the latest styles 

and made from superior Felts and Velvets, fin­
ished with fast dyes. You only have to see and 
price them to buy.

Feathers, 
Tips, Wings, etc.,

New arrivals, also at cost.

LAÏR
S

®l®|®f®|@|@f® r

The Attraction of This 
Store is

QUALITY.
THE QUALITY OF OUR

Winter OVERCOATINGS & SUITINGS
IS UP TO OUR STANDARD.

Come in and be Convinced.

Chaplin’s,
The Store That Pleases.
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