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The Debate on the 
Newfoundland 

Products Contract.
Important Speeches by Mr.Kent, 

K.C., Leader of the Opposi
tion and Mr. Morîne, K.C.

!a

WEDNESDAY, April 28, 1915.

Mr. Kent in opening the debate on 
the contract between the Newfound
land Products Co. and the Govern
ment said that the Resolutions now 
before the House contained matters 
that are of the very gravest import
ance to the country, and on this ac
count desired the most careful con
sideration of the Committee. He 
would remind the members that 
they were there as trustees of the 
people of Newfoundland to guard and 
protect their interests. He urged up
on the Government the necessity of 
laying aside all party feelings that 
may exist, while considering these 
Resolutions which are fraught with 
much consequence to the future of 
the Colony. In approaching these 
Resolutions the first consideration 
should be who the members of the 
Corporation are, what they seek, and 
what they already possess. He re
gretted that the Committee had not 
more information on the matter cov- 
eiing the Resolutions beyond the 
analysis of the contract given by the 
Premier in introducing the same. 
The House had been informed that 
r.u independent survey of the pro
perties mentioned in the contract, 
had been made, and as far as could 
lie seen no special effort had been 
made to ascertain what the Resolu- 
t'ons and Contract really mean. The 
Government should have full infor
mation and independent of those 
interested in the Corporation. The 
reports should be ample and de
scribe in detail every concession ask
ed for in the contract. As the Agree
ment now stands there is

NO OBLIGATION

on the part of the Corporation to 
cairy out any substantial construc
tion work in Newfoundland, mention
ed therein. The name of Mr. Wilson 
had been mentioned in introducing 
the Resolutions and he had been de
scribed as an inventor of repute, and 
one experienced in the promoting of 
companies connected therewith, but, 
as far as the papers before the House 
go to show, he appears to have no in
terests in the Corporation seeking 
franchises from this country. Ac
cording to the memorandum of the 
Association already tabled, the pro
moters of the Company consist of 
Directors of the P.eid Newfoundland 
Company, a company whose interests 
in this Colony are already too large, 
and whose powers have 

NO PARALLEL IN THE WORLD j
to-day. The Corpoiation is given 
rights and powers that are not ad
vantageous to the people of New
foundland. The signatures to the 
Memorandum of Association are H. 
D. Reid, R. G. Reid and M. W. Fur
long, Directors of the Reid Nfld. Co., 
and are witnessed by A. H. Plimsoll, 
another Director of the same Com
pany. The Directors of the Nfld. 
Products Co. are given as

Mr. W. D. Reid, President of the 
Reid Nfld. Co.

Mr. H. D. Reid, Vice-President of 
the Reid Nfld. ' Co.

Mr. R. G. Reid, Director of the 
Reid Nfld. Co.

Mr. M. W. Furlong, Director of the 
Reid Nfld. Co.

This naturally gives the impres
sion that jhe present Corporation is a
SUBSIDIARY COMPANY TO THE 

REID mo. CO.
‘•Is it right, then,” said Mr. Kent, “to 
extend the rights, influences, inter
ests and powers of a Company that is 
already so powerful in this country ?" 
This Company already has grants for 
some 4,000,000 acres of our best land 
together with control of the Railway 
system of the country, and control 
of the greater part of our coastal ser
vice, and now we are asked to give 
them control of ajl the valuable 
waters of Newfoundland and Labra
dor, while the Colony gets nothing 

. commensurate with the interests 
which it is expected to give away. 
One condition of the present Agree-, 
ment should be that the charter 
should be under control of the Legis
lature, instead of being framed in 
accordance with the will of the Com
pany entirely, as in this instance. Be
sides the rights, which are directly de
fined In the Agreement, the Corpora
tion has the power to purchase or ac
quire other powers and

ENGAGE IN every POSSIBLE 
FORM OF ENTERPRISE.

They may, It they so desire, carry on, 
such business as tinsmiths, chemists, 
farmers, advertising agents, build 
ets, contractors, etc. It must be un

derstood that the term business and 
operations of the Company has a 
very wide meaning, though unfortun
ately the meaning is nowhere defined 
in the Contract. The whole Agree
ment goes to show that the Govern
ment was inactive in the considera
tion of the interests of the Colony, 
the Corporation was extremely vigi
lant as to their interests as will be 
seen by studying the various clauses 
of the Agreement. Mr. Kent then 
wont on to analyse some of the said 
clauses and strongly criticized the all 
too liberal concessions set forth in 
the Agreement. By reference to the 
map of Newfoundland it. will be seen 
that

THE HUMBER IS THE MOST VALU
ABLE RIVER

we have. He dealt with the rights 
of the Company to water powers on 
the Humber River and Junction 
Biook, and their power to dam 
streams and lakes within the drain
age area of the Humber, and show'ed 
that in this matter one of the most 
valuable assets of the Colony was be
ing given away, for which there was 
nothing whatever in return. In no 
part of the Agreement was there any 
definition of the terms of the Con
tract, and the meaning of the whole 
Contract is ambiguous. The Con
tract should have set forth in clear 
cut paragraphs, carefully defining 
every detail, but instead the House 
is faced with an Agreement that is 
either carelessly drawn up. or pur
posely .meant to perplex those who 
try to get the true meaning of it.

With regard to the matter of the 
expenditure of $5,000,000 in New
foundland in five- years there is no 
undertaking that it shall be spent on 
construction work. He then dealt 
with the clauses referring to the
EXEMPTION OF THE COMPANY’S 

PROPERTIES FROM TAXA- 
TION

for all time, w-hich made their powers 
unlimited. The exemption of stock 
d’videds, debentures, debenture stock, 
mortages and other securities of the 
Company from taxation, was absol
utely unfair to the business men of 
the country with whom they might 
enter into competition in the fishery 
business or anything else they liked. 
As regards its exemption from Muni
cipal taxation other companies, other 
business men and labouring classes 
would be called upon to pay for the 
upkeep of any municipalities, where 
the Company was doing business. 
Put not this Company. They could 
do business in St. John’s and be free 
from city taxation, whereas the Com
pany which would be reaping a har
vest of profits from the said indus
try would contribute nothing. This 
was altogether unfair. In the clause 
relating to private properties the in
terests of the owners of the same 
had apparently been considered with 
second respect. With regard to the 
clause dealing with the beginning of 
construction work upon the under
taking, and the expenditure of $5,- 
000,000 Mr. Kent said that the
DRIVING OF A SINGLE STAKE 

could be called a beginning, and that 
money spent in the acquiring of pro
perty would be money spent, irr^he 
business and operations of the Com
pany and need not be spent on con
struction work. When the various 
clauses of the Agreement were thor
oughly probed there appeared to be 
nothing definite set forth, whatever. 
The question of labour is another im
portant consideration, and for which 
no provision is made. It is to be 
supposed that the Company will 
secure labor at the cheapest possible 
rate, and foreigners of all descrip
tions will then enter into competition 
with the people of the country, which 
will g*ve no guarantee that the 
amount of money spent in labor will 
be of any material benefit to New
foundland. In conclusion he urged 
the House to consider seriously the 
various clauses of the Contract, and 
to remêmber well that they are con
sidering them as trustees of the peo
ple of this Colony, whose best inter
ests they should have uppermost in 
their minds, instead of being carried 
away by the magnitude of the figures 
that have been placed before the 
House with regard to the Contract

For a good silver polish take of 
whitening, 2 ounces; cream of tar
tar, 1 ounce, alum, 1 ounce; water 
enough to make a cream or paste. 
Put up in jelly or cold cream jars.

WIN ARP’S LINIMENT CUBE?
DANDRUFF.

Mr. Morine’s Criticisms
Mr. Morlne said that he approached 

the discusion with a feeling akin to 
despair to set forth adequately a 
matter which was fraught with such 
tremendous potentialities and dan
gers. He thought it was most un
fortunate that the Agreement had 
been drafted by the Counsel for the 
Company, without being subjected to 
criticism by an equally competent 
legal counsel on behalf of the Gov
ernment. He was particularly struck 
with the tone adopted by the Premier 
in introducing the Resolutions, a 
tone which "he thought unjustifiable, 
as the future prospects of the Colony 
in the undertaking had been greatly 
exaggerated. “It must be remember
ed,” said Mr. Morine, “that all pro
moters are optimistic, and since there 
has been no criticism as to the accur
acy of the large figures submitted 
we do not really know what benefit, 
if any, is likely to accrue to the peo
ple of Newfoundland, and to what 
extent their interests are

INVOLVED OR JEOPARDIZED.”

The Resolutions which we arc called 
upon to consider give to the New
foundland Products Corporation the 
right to carry on any line of busi
ness for any length of time, and deal 
with an agreement that binds the 
Government hand and foot to that. 
Company, as there is no clause limit
ing the business of the Company or 
the duration of time to the conces
sions sought. The exemption from 
Municipal and other taxations for all 
time was a gross piece of injustice 
to the people of Newfoundland. With 
the exemption of the Company from 
municipal taxation other businesses 
and other people would have to con
tribute to the upkeep of the munici
palities, while a Company with such 
trenmendous interests as have been 
already utilised would be allowed

TO GO SCOT FREE.
The Resolutions need many altera
tions, one of the principal of which 
should be the defining of a limit of 
time for freedom from, taxation. It is 
quite evident that the Premier did 
not understand the full meaning of 
the Contract when introducing it, or 
he would not have permitted such 
misleading features to come before 
the House. The whole matter 
abounds in glaring inaccuracies. In 
the introduction of the Resolutions 
Mr. Wilson had been exploited as to 
his inventions and business capa
bilities, but his name is not mention
ed anywhere in the Memorandum or 
Articles of Corporation and there is 
absolutely nothing to show that he 
has any interest whatever in the 
Company. “We are in reality deal
ing with, a shadow,” said Mr. Morine,
‘ a Corporation that has no capital 
subscribed, no shares issued except 
in nominal amounts, and no definite 
obligations to perform,” and New
foundland is asked to give enormous 
concessions and privileges which may 
eventually make the Colony the

.LAUGHING STOCK OF THE WORLD
since no benefits commensurate with 
such concessions are guaranteed to 
Newfoundland. In relation to the 
several clauses dealt with by Mr. 
Kent he concurred in all that the 
Leader of the Opposition had said. 
The immense franchises asked for 
will prove most troublesome and may 
only result in the passing of all these 
privileges into the hands of kite fliers 
whose projects may never lead to de
velopment. A particular feature of 
the Agreement was the implicit trust 
the Government had evidently placed 
in the Corporation, though from the 
nature of the concessions it was 
quite evident that they do not trust 
the Government. He then went on to 
deal with the water powers and 
drainage areas outlined in the Agree
ment. To his mind the Agreement 
had been x
EITHER CLEVERLY OR STUPIDLY

drawn up, as from the tone of the 
various clauses, the true .meaning 
was withheld. If this was meant it 
showed tremendous cleverness, and if 
not meant it showed tremendous 
stupidity. The Agreement was in 
reality three contracts rolled into 
one which could have been more 
easily dealt with under three separ
ate heads:—(1) The Humbermouth; 
(2) The Hamilton River; and (3) The 
Gander and Exploits Region. As the 
present Agreement stands it is alto
gether unfair to tie up the valuable 
waters of the country without a con
sideration of any kind, not even a 
postage stamp. Referring again to 
the matters of exemption from local 
taxation, Mr. Morine said that the 
I legislature had

NO RIGHT WHATEVER
to load posterity with the burden of 
taxation, and permit the Company to 
go scot free. He urged upon the 
members of the Hpuse who professèd 
more patriotism than he, because of 
being born in the country not toi 
mortgage their country. Every man 
should contribute taxes and it is only 
recently in this House we were call
ed upon to deal with a Bill providing 
for the levying of same on the estates 
of deceased persons. From the gen
eral tenor of the Agreement, it ap
pears th?t imagination "

MUST HAVE RUN RIOT
and this is particularly true with re
gard to the question of labor. The 

1 House is told that the proposed in
dustries will provide labor for about 
5,000 men, which figures of course 
come frein a promoter. There are 
not 5,000 idlers in Newfoundland and 
the whole question resolves itself in
to the taking of men from the fishery 
at which Newfoundlanders are speci
alists, and inducing them to enter a 
field of competition with all sorts of 
unsiilked laborers, at any rate of 
wages which the Company may see fit 
to fix upon them. He regarded the 
Contract as the most dangerous 
Agreement he had ever seen and 
fraught with the possibilities of im
mense evil to Newfoundland.

At the House.
WEDNESDAY, April 28,

Petitions were presented by Mr. 
Morine from the residents of Salvage 
on the subject of roads, and from St. 
Chads on the matter of elective road 
boards.

Mr. Targett called the attention of 
the Colonial Secretary to the delay in 
tabling an answer to the question 
asked by him on April 13th. Mr. 
Targett was informed that the an
swer is being prepared.

Mr. Abbott called the attention of 
the Minister of Finance re question 
asked by him on April 13th, and to 
the Minister of Marine and Fisheries 
to question asked on April 22nd. Both 
are being prepared.

The Premier tabled information 
asked for by Mr. Morine with refer
ence to the Nfld. Products Co.

The Colonial Secretary tabled the 
evidence in connection with the Lu
natic Asylum Commission. The 
House then went into a Committee 
of the Whole on the Resolutions in 
relation to an agreement between the 
Government and the Newfoundland 
Products Corporation, Ltd.

Mr. Kent opened the discussion on 
the Contract of the Nfld. Products 
Company. Mr. Morine followed him.

At 6.30 the Committee rose until S 
p.m.

AFTER RECESS.
Resuming at 8 o’clock, Mr. Morine 

suggested that the debate on the 
Resolutions be adjourned, as the 
various speakers were not ready. The 
Premier was in favor of a postpone
ment and fixed Friday.

, The House then went into Com
mittee o nthe Seal Fishery Bill. The 
Bill had been in the hands of a Se
lect Committee, comprising the Pre
mier, Mr. Piccott, Mr. Coaker, Mr. 
Winsor, Mr. Moulton, Mr. Young and 
Mr. Jennings.

Mr. Piccott, Chairman of the Se
lect Committee, read to the House the 
Bill, which was the outcome of last 
year's terrible disaster and this 
year's strikes; provides that men 
shall not be left on the ice after sun
set; a medical officer on each ship; 
the right of property arising from the 
killing of seals; a certificated master 
or mate ; compensation for partial 
and total disablement; ships’ whis
tles be kept blowing in thick wea
ther; search parties re missing men ; 
bonuses for cooks at the end of the 
voyage ; no hood seals to be killed 
between March 10th, 1916 and April 
13th, 1919; wooden ships not to have 
on board more than 15 rifles; steel 
ships not to kill any seals after April 
15th; a Board of Examiners (3 per
sons) to examine those who want to 
prosecute the sealfishery as masters, 
second hands or master watches; no 
man is to go to the ice without the 
approval o£ the captain and also with 
the landing of men by ships before 
April 10th.

The Premier, Mr. Kent, Mr. Hig
gins, Mr. Coaker and Mr. Bennett 
spoke on the Bill. The Committee 
rose and the Bill will go into Com
mittee again to-day.

The Logging Bill and Bill dealing 
with the General Hospital were de
ferred. A Bill to amend the St. John’s 
Municipal Act was read a first time.

After notices of question were giv
en the House adjourned till this af
ternoon.

“The Third Degree.”
This world-renowned photo-play 

will be shown at the extremely pop
ular "Casino" to-night. The picture 
consists of five intensely interesting 
reels, not one of which must be miss
ed in order to derive the full benefit 
of the story. This celebrated Drama 
has been played -in every civilized 
country on the Globe (Germany not 
included.) Of heart-gripping interest 
is the witnessing of the terrible or
deal known to the American police 
(and always practised by them in or
der to secure a confession from sus
pects—whether guilty or innocent) 
as the “Third Degree” by which “me
thod” the prisoner is cruelly tortured 
by being kept awake until the de
sired result is obtained. Of a differ
ent nature but equally as interesting 
is the inspiring love story with a 
beautiful ending entitled “The Lily 
of the Valley.” This subject consists 
of three reels depicting the struggle 
of Capital vs. Labour.

MINARD’S LINIMENT RELIEVES
OÜBA1M*

NEW GOODS!
JUST ARRIVED :

American Novelties
Misses’ Middy Blouses.

Child’s and Misses’ American Ging
ham Wash Dresses, simple and 
neat, but stylish.

Child’s Rompers, strong and ser
viceable.

Ladies’ White Embroidered Bras
sieres and Corset Covers, as
sorted styles.

Ladies’ Cotton Wrappers.
Ladies’ Suspenders.

THE “BUSY BEE” 
HAIR NETS.

Child’s and Misses’ American Hats 
and Bonnets, Crinoline and 
Silk trimmed ;

Latest Fashions.

Fancy Waist Pin Sets and 
Bar Pins.

LATEST
FASHIONS!

STEER BROTHERS
J!

THE CRESCENT PICTURE PAIACE
A LAUGHABLE BUNNY COMEDY TO-DAY.

“A Demand tor Justice,”
A Kalem feature.

“THE PRICE OF HIS HONOR”—An JSssanay photo play, illustrating the sacrifies a woman makes 
to shield a man’s honor.

“POLISHING UP”—A laughable comedy with John Bunny and Floça Finch.
“EYE’S DAUGHTER”—A Vitagraph drama featuring Lilian Walker. She marries a wealthy man; 

he looks with suspicion upon her previous occupation as an artist's model; he learns the 
truth and pleads for her love and forgiveness.

“SWEEDIE THE SWATTER”—A most funny farce. Sweedie hires as a cook and cleans out the 
house and its occupants.

A fine 2 Reel Feature ou Friday—“THE GIRL AT THE CURTAIN”

AreYou Going to Housekeeping A 
Going to Furnish a Home / 
Going to add New Pieces ■

æ

Then take advantage of these wonderful offers, at any rate see us before you pur
chase Home Furnishings and let us figura your bill. We will save you money on all 
purchases. _ . jf

SAMPLE OUTFITS.
No. 1 BEDROOM.

Bureau and Stand, surface oak finish ; Bureau has three drawers and carved
top, fitted with 13 x 22 Mirror. Prie 3, per set........................................... $10.95

Bedstead, white enamel, fitted with comb nation Spring.................................. 4.95
Mattress, good quality .fibre with wool top .............................................................. 2.50
Chairs, two Hardwood Chairs.........................-.................................................... 1.30

Outfit.......................................... .. £..........................................................$19.70
No. 2 BEDROOM.

Bureau and Stand, surface oak finish, mou’ded top drawers, oval glass, 20 x 24.
Price.................................................................................................................... $25.00

Bedstead, heavy brass trimmed, black.................................................................... 7.50
Mattress, a soft springy Health Mattress   ......................................................... 5.50
Chairs, two superior Chairs....................................................................................  1-70
/ f j ; (ff . -, 539.70

KITCHEN.
Sideboard, well made, substantial and convenient............................................... $6.50
Couch, double springed, well made and covered.................................................. 5.50
Table, very strong and durable, hardwood legs............■................................... 2.50
Chairs, 4 strong Chairs (hardwood)................................. ................................... 2.60

f , / / . $17.10
DINING ROOM.

Sideboard, as advertised recently..................    $15.50
.Couçh, superior large fancy back Couch .............................................................. 6.50
Table, extends 6 ft. (hardwood)..................'........................................................... 8.50
Chairs, Dining Suite (5 Chairs and Carver)...............................................- • • 8.95
I*»'#* rjfrrm £«.'— "$3945

“parlor. 1
Parlor Suites, as advertised recently..................................................................... $29.75
Table, centre stand in mahogany or oak...................................... ........................ 2.95

mwwTxmwi wjr 532.70

The C. L. MARCH Co., Limited,
æ

COR. WATER AND SPRINGDALE STREETS.
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