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BLUFFING.
(Thursday’s Daily.)

A “Washington _despatch intimates. |!
that President Taft may find it neces-
sary tg.declare that Canada discrimin-
ates “against United States goods by
reasgn ofithe Freuch treaty and of the
tradé arrangement with Germany, and
thatfon. this ground he may decide to
incldde Canada among the countries
whode goods must pay heavier duty
to enter the United States. An Ottawa
desphch it ¥8ference to this cites the
poss*bmu of (‘anadd replying to any
su¢h’ action b} 4 ¢ retaliatory ‘surtax
on United States goods. It is prob-
agle %hat both id Washingten and the
Ottaga despatches are what is known
commonly-ds “bluffi” Tt seems Beces-
sarysin the conduct of natiopal affairs
to do more or less talking for the
benefit -of the other fellow. The
chances are that both of these de-
spatg¢hes wepe ;intended for consump-
tion on the other side of the border
and geaoh;intended to incline the other
party to a more concessional frame of
mingd. There does not seem very much |
reason to fear eithér that the United
States will increase the duty on Can-
adian goods or that if the Republic did
so Canada would retaliate. Presidant
Taft undoubtedly holds the power to
impose heavier burdens on his poople
for the Canadian goods they buy. But
the people on ‘whom the burden would
falf are voters, and if indications count’
for ahything they have got about as
much tariff taxes now as they are
willing to stand for. Undoubtedly the
Aldrichs control the process of law-{
making for ‘the time and wield a
mighty influence in the country '
election times. But there is a hmxt
even to the power of organized capital
and political machinery. If Mr. W.
R. Hearst does not own all the papers
in the Middle ‘West there is in that
country a decided and widespread
notion that the people are paying all
they “should be required to pay dor,
things they find it necessary to im-
port, from Canada and elsewhere. The
movement there is not over-particular
abont party  lines and Republican
congressmen gre found saying as Fard '
things about thé injustice and upwis-
dam of tho existing tariif as could well
be said ‘by: & dyed-in-the-wool Demo-
crot. That the President desires to
further antagonize these men is not
te-be supposed, mor that he is oblivi:
ous- to the danger of doing so even
at the dictation of the tremendous in-
téfests which would urge him to bind l
the yoke stilt‘tighter upon them. All
the indieations are that the United
States is approaching a turning point
in its tariff career and that the people }
and the protected interests are to line '
up more squarély than ever before
on the question of the taridf tax. 8o
astute a man a3 the President may .be
relied wpon to understand the signs
of fhe times ‘and to give due heed to
them .as well. ~The probability is that
when ‘the President comes to decxdei
the point he will find it advisable to
exciude Canada from the lkist oi coun-
tries for whose fiscal misbehaviour the
people of the-United States should |
taxed. 3

#xs for ‘Canada’s end of;the . dem
there lis little in the record of the
Laurier Goverament to indicate them
willing to adopt the retaliation policy
whatever the United States or its
President may do. Neither 1s there
any apparent desire on the part ol
anybody in Canada that the tariff of
this country should be made in Wash-
ington. The time was when Canada,
an uttknown countiry among the na-
tions oi the world, laboring under the
sfress of depression and with no pros-
peet-but to the gouth, was very anxi-
otis’ to better trade relations with the
United States. ~The Canadian peonle
are atill thoroughly willing and meas-t
urgbly anxions -to better those. rels-
ti;ins. Bat their anxiety is not of the
Somie-pressing nattre of a few years
simee. ~Canada has increased her stat-
ure in the lastten years. The nations

|

{aeomm:

dcrogs. the seas have learped of us
and are anxic to do business with
s, Overerowded -Europe is a1 work-'
shop Wwhoeé prodicts must find mar-

—_—

mcmes “that aid natur> are always
successful. Chamberlain’s Cough
Mdy acts.on this plan. It leosens the
tlhﬂes “the lungs, .opens the
sm -aids - mature in restoring
to a healthy condition.  Sold

b}' all. dealers.

kets across the seas and whose people
must draw their supplies from distant
countries. The British manufacturer
and dealer was never so. eager to push -
business fin Canada and with Canada
as he is at present. France demons-
trated hier willingness to do business
with us by concluding a treaty which
opens markets in either country to
the products of the other on advan-
tageous terms. Germany has got tired
of hostilities, has lowered the extra
barriers she raised against our pro-
ducts, and there is every reason to
bolieve she is ready to-agree to some-
thing further in the way of ‘mutual
concessions. Italy is kpowm to be
desirous of promoting trade relations
with us. Across the Pacific we have
found a market in Japan already of
importance and certain to grow.
China, too, is rapidly preparing to
take a position among the great frad-
ing nations of the world, and our
proximity affords us an advantage in
doing business there. Altogether the
§ituati0n is one which Canada may
contemplate with satisfaction rather

‘than alarm. Certainly there is noth-
ling dn it to incline us to allow the

tariff makers in Washington to foree
us to lower our duty whether sve want
to do so or not, by raising their ‘dut-
ies against our goods. The Canadian
duty is made with an eye to the re-
quirements of the Government and to
the condition of the Canadian people.
There “is nothing intentionally offen-
sive in it to any power, nor should
there be. On the other hand there is
sentiment in it to the extent of the
British preference. We have demons-
trated our ability and desire to man-
age our own fiscal affairs without the
assistance or consent of anybody and
will continue to do so.

THE. COMMISSIONS.
{Friday’s Daily.)

Too much must not be expected of
the commission of investigation in
connection with the Alberta and Great
Waterways ~ arrangement, nor of the
railway commission under which it is
proposed to place the supervision of
the  work. ‘A broad field of usefulness
i3 open to each, but it should be
clearly understood that there are
bounds to that field, and where those
boundaries lie. It need not be ex-
pected that the investigating commis-
sion will pronounee the bargain good
or bad, nor that the supervising com-
mission will make it any hetter than it
is. The investigating commission is 1o
investigate whatever is submitted for
investigation or whatever it is allow-
lowed to investigate. The business of
railway commission will be to see that
the bargain is carried out. But neith-
er commission nor both of them can
pronounce judgment on the merits of
the bargain. No commission would
do so, and if it did so the public would
ingist on the right to revise or rejeet
the verdict. As to the goodness or

!bad‘ness of the bargain as a public

affair, the public and the public alone
can and must decide. Neither can
either commission improve the bar-
gain. A bargain is a bargain, and
unless one party is shown to have
committed fraud the other party must
stand by it whatever the consequence
or the contents. Neither the Govern-
ment nor even the Legislature -could
aiter the agreement in any detail or
respect without the consent of the
company, and they cannot relegate to
s:on power they do not them-
selves possess. The bargain stands.
It is not a whit better or worse be-
cause of the appointment of two com-
missions, and would not be affected
one way or the other a hair’s breadth
if the Legislature sat until Christmas
and appointed a commission every
day. The most the investigating com-
mission can do is investigate and
pronounce upon the matters submit-
ted to them in the resolution of ap-
pointment. The most the railway com-
mission can do is o see that the road
18 built in accord with the agreement
and specifications. It must not be
expected from them or either of them
that they will give a verdict on the
merits of the transaction or that they
will make the arrangement itself bet-
ter in any degree or respect.

After a protracted debate the resolu-
tion for the appaintment of the in-
vestigating commission’ was
broad .enough to safisfy the eorit-
ies of the bargain. But there is one
point which to the layman does not
seem to be explicitly covered by the
resolution.  That point is the char-
‘@eter of the conduet of the company.
The commission is empowered to look
into the whole history of the concern
to see whether any official of the
Government or any member of the
Legislature was or is interested in hav-
ing the bargain made or in the dis-
posal ol the bonds or in any other way
in connection with the enterprise.
That provision is made presumably
because during the discussion certain

made

,thmgs have “been said and ecertain 'contrary they

,Tumors set afloat reflecting on the pro-
prlety of the conduct of some gentle-
men 'belonging to one or other of these
classes. Tn the same way . certain
statements. have been made and cer-
tain rumors set afloat as to the pro-
priety of the conduct of the Gompany.
And if in justice to the officials and

EDMONTON BULLETIN, MONDAY, MARCH 21, 19]6.

members their conduct should be ex- dlers bent on the peaceful mission of
'amined, in justice to the company trymg to trade what Germany has too

Ithelr conduet should be examined too. | much o for what Germeany wants. No-

Of the two it might be of more conse- ; doubt theym will bring along cases and
quence to the Province to examine the ‘trunks of arms and ammunition and
conduct of the company than the con- | knives of formidable fashion, but these
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duct of officials and members. It is
of the highest importance that the
public should know whether any of-
ficial or representative has had im-
proper relationship with the arrange-
ment. But it is of equal importance
that the public should know whether
the company is a bona fide concern or
not, and whether its eonduet in con-
nection with thé transaction has been
what it should have - been. Some

near as they well could to saying that
the company had practised fraud in
order to secure the guarantee of
bonds. If that should be found to
bz the ecase, the deal would be off
and the Province at liberty to elim-
inate the company from the project
and go ahead with it, It may e
grossly unfair to even’ suggest the
possibility of this being true. But it
is no more unfair than to suggest the
possibility of improper conduct on
the part of officials of the Government
or of members of the Legislature. And
if the suggestion of the latter demands
investigation - the suggestion of the
former surely demands investigation
top, the more &o that the proof of the
suggestion would be fraught mwith!
great consequences to the public in-
terest. It may be that legally con-
strued the resolution adopted by the
House makes provision for inquiry
in this direction. If not it should do
0.

A HINT FROM TORONTO.

A company has been trying to sneak
a bill through the Dominion Parlia-
ment which would empower them to
do a street railway business in Toron-
to, or might do so. The solicitor for
the city had a clause tacked onto the
bill which might well be added to the
bill the Radial Railway company are
asking the Legisiature to pass and
against which Edmonton is protest-
ing for the same reason that moved
Toronto to action.

“Neither the said company nor dny
other company that may acquire or
have the right to run over the line of
the said company within the city of
Toronto shall receive, carry, or dis-
charge passengers from any point or
points within the: limits of the said

of passenger traffic that may be exer-
cised ‘by the said company or by any;
other company over the line of the
sajd company within the limits of
the city of Toronto shall only extend
to and include the receiving, forward-
ing and- delivering of  through pas-
senger ftraffic originating outside the
limits of the said city for delivery|
within the limits of the said city, or
orginating within the limits of the
said city for delivery outside the lim-
its of the said ecity.”

This clause seems to express with
due precision the idea that the com-
pany is not to do a street railway
‘business within the city, but may do
a radial business ‘into and out o
the city. That is the condition which

pany. and this clause, or an equally
good ene, or a better one, should be
inserted in the bill before the Legisla-
ture.

PEACE RIVER LAND.
Replying to questions the Minister
of the Interior informed Parliament
a few days ago that 10 townships in
Peace River were open for homestead-
ing. Also that 69 more townships had

as yet no record of these having (been !
opened for homesteading by the local
land agent by notice ang advertise-
ment in accordance- with the Lands
Act.

8eventy-nine townships would com-
prise 11,376 quarter sections, thus of-
fering frce farms for a farming popu-
lation ol say 50,000 people. It wouid
mean something for Edmonton if
these farms had edch a family on it,
or il a railway were under way which
would allow settlers to get on this
land.

EDMONTON LEADS.

Vancouver aldermen have approv-
ed the prineiple of taxing the land .
only and not ‘the buildings or im-
provements on it. The Ottawa (Citizen
regards this as a ‘‘trial”’ which will
ibe watched with interest. The Citizen
is not well informed. Edmonton

eral years ago. It has long since pas-
sed the exp.rimental stage and bo-!
.como the settled and permanent policy
{of the city.

ithat it would be other than a mistake
to_change it.

THE GERMAN INVASION,

(Saturday’s Daily.)
The Germans are preparing to in-

vade Canada in force. They are not ,
trying to keep it secret either; On the
seem ' wiling "thft wg
should know about their coming. The
‘cables are allowed %o inform us that
they are enlisting men, laying plans
of conquest and making ready to start
off the cpmpaign by firing a whole
broadside of catalogues and price lists
among us. In short, it is an invasion
by eommercial travelleérs, not by sol-

speakers in the Héuse have come as

The clause reads:

city; but the powers for the carriage'

should be imposed on the Radial com- '

been surveyed but the department had,

tadopted this system of taxation sev:'

Nobody in fact suggests !

‘our doors to the world and saying heing  used

will be for sale, not-for slaughter. The
most sanguinary aim of the invaders

Winnipeg WeekiyTelegram

will be to kill off the trade which com-
petitors from other countries have es-*

and Amatomical Chart

tablished with us, from which killingl
process we should reap the advant-’
age in lower prices, better quality, or
greater choice. The invasion is the

result of the new trade arrangement
between Canada and Germany by,

which the extra restrictions are taken
off and the two peoples allowed" to
trade. with each other if they wish to
do 80, though still under the handi-'
cap of the maximum tariifs. To Can-'
adians generally the invaders will be'
welcome. This for two reasons. Can-
ada finds it necessary to import large'
quantities of such goods as Germany!
produces, and €very new competitor:
who is introduced into the market is'
to our advantage. And Germany has:
to import irom abroad much of those '
kinds of produce which Canada pro-'
duces in surplus and can produce in'
larger surplus. There are in fhese two
conditions the lbasis for establishing:
an exchange of commodities mutually
ad\antage’sm to both parties. From’
Canada’s standpoint there is the fur-
ther consideration thay the more anxi-
ous Germany is to get into the Can- |
adian market the more anxious the
{ United States will -be to retain foot~:
'ing here. 'The more active the Ger-

;man trade agents during the next few
months the less likely is President
Taft to put another handlcap in the;
way of trade between his country and
this. Iy is quite possible that the
arrangement with Germany was timed
ifor its effect on the chief executive of

:the neighboring Republic and intended
1to jindicate to him that Canada is nct

likely to worry -about his course as
jmuch as he may have to worry : l-out
it himself.

Lord Beaconsfield many years ago
said something about the deceptive
jcharacter of statistics. His remark
is likely to cocur to any one who per:
uses the monthly report of the Denari-
ment of Trade and Commerce for De
cember, dealing with the trade bhe-
tween Canada and Germany in 1903. A
man who does  not study Government
reports, asked about the matter wouid
probably ‘guess that'the largesi item
in our exports to Gérmany woail be
agricultural products and the smaullest;
machinery. - But irGm ‘the  statistics
|machinery was the largest itzm in';
our export trade-with that eountry nu:d
agricultural products -made a rather
! More surprising =t'.] -is

to treat them.

way at less than $5.00.

for one year at $1.85.

poor second.
it to' find that Germany exported to
Canada more animal! 2nd vegetable
products, food stuffs, etc., than Can-

gccure all three for $2.1
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ada ‘exported to Germany. Arguing
from these facts alone a stranger
would conclude that Canada was the
manufacturing country and Germany
an agricultural country. But he would:
be sadly in error. Germany imports
annually stupendou.s quantities of the
‘food stuffs which Canada produces in
ever increasing quantity. Canada im-
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Subscribers renewing

ports every year a large amount of

such manufactured goods as Germany |Tevision. The conclusion of
is making., ‘That the statistics in these , tréaty "with Germany, which there is
points for the year 1908 seem to indi-|every reason to hope for and expect,
cate tfie contrary is because statistics would be another revision. A 4rade
are deceptive things. The unexpected | treaty with Ttaly would be another
showing is due to occasional circum-;revision. Two years ago the Govern-
stances and to conditions which in|ment asked for and was given by
themselves disprove ‘the truth of the|Pariiament power to reduce the tariff
general conclusion which might be;in respect to any country which was
idrawn from it. The man who wants | Willing to grant return concessions. In
fan article buys it where he can get |the ultimate the exercise of that power
it at the time he wants it, and if that|must be to lower the tariff all around.
‘happens # be from a man who ordin-| Each new country -which makes a

arily buys that particular article from |trade treaty with us thereby makes it
!others the stalistics ¢f the transacti:n | to the advantage of some other country
would give a wholly wrong impres-|Or countries to make similar treaties
sion of the normal course of 4rade ba-| With us. The process is slower than
tween the two. The same holds true | @ general cut of the tariff schedules,
'in the interchange of articles of com- | but the'trend is the same and the pro-
merce between nations. Our imports |€ess is not accompanied by the shocks
from Germany, too, include a lurge!8nd jars avhich would result from a
amount of goods manufactured fiom !sharp reduction of the general tariif
animals or animal products, some Oflschedulcs. Because German goods may
the raw material for which may have ' NOW enter Canada at a lower rate and
come originally from our own ranches | Pecause Canadian goods may enter
or farms. The difference in tre casen(xermnnx at a lower rate, there is
;is that 'we will now be able to buy given an inducement-to people of both
such goods for less money. countrigs- to'make tfade arrangements

This invasion is a ‘sign «f the times and tf) de~velop bu'sinosrx with each
in things commercial. Tt shows thelot‘hur: _ This“make it to the interest
_course of our national policy in trade tof British merchants to redouble their
matters; That is precisely the revere,eﬁort” to extend operations in Can-
of what was.onoe called otr “natfonal ada. It should enlist the American
poldéy. ¥ afid. whose. chiel aocomplish- .mm‘mfz{ctm.&*r in ‘a cru-sado for lower
Ment seami o hake boen: 1o keeﬁ o duties against Lanadign gom!s, for
from attaining national status or con- ‘tlnough that avenue lies his hope of
sciousness or consequence among the! { lower duties m”,m% his goods coming
nations. ~ 'We' are mot mow shutting into Canada. The Canadian tariff is
today not to

that ‘we do ‘net want to do business small group of Canadians to sweat
with anyone outside our borders, In.|eir fellow countrymen, “but' as.a
lstead; we are opening them to who- means oi bnn\t.:mf: pr.(‘ssure- to b::nr
rever is ‘willing to open their doors to f)n other countries to give lower duties
us, and to trade with us on favorable |'D return for lower duties, %o the end
‘terms. There have been two general | (B per macine “‘bmm,l Mny. 9. in.
revisions of the tariff since the Laurier CT¢2%€ 1 and that' the prices of manu-
Government came into power, both factured goods in Canada may be re-
downward. But there have been really ducvd The Germdn invasion proves
other revisions than these.. The grant'- again the success of ‘the’policy.

ing of the British preference was a
tariff revision. The conclusion of the| Halley’s comet is credited with in-
‘French treaty was a tariif revision. troducing April early in March. An-
The annulling of the extra restrictions other reason for regret that it only
on trade with Germany was a tariff comes once in a long life-time.
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It is proposed that pupils
city schools be

in the
taught hcw nder
first aid to the injured. T"u
of school is to fit the

pusiness
and occasions come fairly
when knowledge of this kind would
alleviate pain or even save life. It

tically useful course, even if a frill
had to be dropped from the curriculum
in, order to work it in.

The suffragett
through London s&treetis. The wonder
is they did not .try to drive it inte
the House of Commons or St. Paul’s
cathedral. There does not seem to b

any bound to their willingness

been overlooked.

The medical health officer finds that

people have been poliuting the

pupiis for lile

frequently

would ‘be well to introduce this prac-

es drove’a fire engine |

i the contract muﬁf—' by
| pm\'vlmmm vith the
Great Waterways Railway

make themselves ridiculous and this|
opportunity must be supposed to have |

i pertaining .
hands of such commission,
[thé Liberal associations further re-
| quest their resj
Tiver | hors to join with the government and

'SEDGEWICK APPROVES
| OF_ROYAL COMMISSION
2 -

Bulletin Special.

Sedgewick, Alta., March 17.—At a
meeting of the Sedgewick Liberal As-
| sociation, held to discuss the present
political situation at Edmonton, the
following resolution has just been un-
animously adopted.

Resclved, that the Sedgewick Liber-

Association is pleased to announce

s approval of the appointment by
the present government of a royal
commission to go into the merits of
the Rutherford

Alberta and
Company,
and would Tecommend the different
Liberal associations in the province to
request their respective members :
Edmonton to leave the matter of said
railway contract and all controversies
) thereto entirely in the
and that

ective Liberal mem-

above the intake for the city’s water fmu(\ul with their legislative duties,

supply. This is a matter which should |

be looked into closely and frequently,
and offendérs should be
proportion to the
of the offence. Only

serious character

this will preserve

some other source of supply is tapp
or until the intake is moved fa
up stream. One or other of

before many years.

lenting vigilance on the part of the

1()Iiit'izll.< is* the price of safety.

I and thus
)lnl‘\
ture sittings.

o
yunished in| . ‘ ‘
pea ' i ‘ tion be forwarded to our present mem-

the purity of the water supply until |

: Syl
must be done some time and probably !
Meantime unre- |

avoid the unwarranted ex-
to the public of lengthy legisia-

Further resolved, that this resolu-

ber at Edmonton, Mr. Chas, Stewart,

fand to the press.

k Liberal Association.

Sadgewie

Nucleus of Turkish Navy.

Tondon, Mar. 18.—Contracts for two
battleships and a ', the nucleus
of the New Turkish nav
placed. The orde:

I penditure of $11,000,000.
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