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Fire Protection.

)

Want of space in last issue prevent.-
ed us commenting on the letter of A.
James regarding our present innefi-
cient system of fire protoction, We
ure pleased to see a man of Mr. James’
experience taking up the question,
His figures should rivet the attention
of cvery resident carrying a dollar's
worth of insurance,
the figures is unquestionable and they

lainly show that our property owners
ane beea blind to their true inter-
ests i neglecting this matier so long.

Tue reliability of

oA Reminiscence,

In the year 1845, [ was ship's stew
ard on board the ship Empress of
Nantucket, Cruising on the iquator
in thé Pacific Ocean for sperm whales.
The ship had™ been out somet hing
over a year, and had been successful
in securing about 1,100 bbls. of oil.
I had been aboard only about five
months, having shipped at Guiana at
the commencement of the season.
Whales were plentifal, and just about
that time we were seldom a week
without seeing a spout, though not
always successful in making a cap-
ture, as the leviathans were scary.
We were cruising in the neighborhood
of Gilbert’s Archipelago, in the vigin.
ity of that portion called the Kings.
mills Group, formed of Simpson's,
Heuderson, and Waodle's Islands
At the latter island we were very well
acquuinted, having called there sever-
al times trading for cocoanuts, fish,
skells, and such little articles of trade
Eosseswd by the natives, who readily
artered them for tobaceo and other
notivns—trifles to us, but invaluable
to them. The Chief, Tin (Carousch,
was a fine old fellow, about six feet
high, with an intelligent, looking

Assuming the total insurance carried
by all residents of the village to be
only 851,000, & saviug of a 1 per
cent. (which we are assured the pos-
zession of fire extingunishing appara-
tus_would effect) would amount Lo
$150,00 per year. Now, it those who
carry insurance were to contribure
merely the amonnt that would be
saved t0 them, that saving wouid pay
for efficient fire npparatus in a very
short time. But there are others
who have vested interests (uo pro
tected by insurance) that are thres:-
ened by tle devouring element, aud
they oughi certainly to contribute a
fair share toward paying for fire pro-
tection There is but one way to
briug this matter to a proctical issue,
and that is for a public meeting to be
called, when the suhject. could be
congidered in all ius bearings, and
definite action be decided upon.
Such a meeting could be called by any
citizns, b, perhaps, the police
frusices would be the proper parties to
take steps in the matrer,

Since writing the above, we have
conversed with several partics regard

ing our defenceless state in cave of
necessity of’

fire, and all admitted the
something being done to place our
town in a better position than at pres-
ent. One responsible citizen said that
at the figures quoted, fire protection
would save to lum from $5 to $8 per
Year on his rate of insurance. and said
he would cheerfully give $25, it
ne.essary towards providing suitable
appliances for extinguishing a firo,
Our columns are open for the discuss.
ion of this suhject, and we hope citi-
zens  will take advantage ot this
medinm of communication with the
public and make their ileas known,
and that some pl.u will be suguested
that will attain the desired end,

countenance, high forehead, and alto.
getber a man who lorkq #8 if had he
been favored with the bonefi 8 oi civil-
iz itio s he might have m«de his mark
in the world—but of hijm hereatier,
One day we sighted two ships and
drew rapidly together, (Whalers are
always anxious for g % speak”). We
found they were ihe Prussian barque
Kaiser, of Humburg, and the French
sip Lucelle, of Havre. Qur captain
went on board the Frenchman. and
the usual courtesicg w ‘e excha el
between the offi :ers and crews, N X

day-the foreigrers came on board ihe
Kwpress to «.inner., They weré gia

drivk-rs and our captain’s  stock of
diiukables was considerably  dimin-
ished, and he himself was consj lerably
clevated when the day’s visit came.
an end, 50 much 8o that he passed the
balance of the night on the “lockers in
the cabin, instead of his bunk—some

thing I had never known him to do
before. At breakfast time, [ woke
him to partake of that meal, and he
®oL up cross and ugly, but after re.
plenishing the inner man  he resumed
his usual urbane manner, which was
inteusified about the middle of the
forenoon by the arrival of a boat from
the Frenchman with an invitation to
dine with the captain, a basket of
champagne and a dozen each of wine
and brandy. The weather was very
fine and sea calm, hardly breeze
enough to fill the sails, and afier our
captain left, the three ships drified
casily along, sometimes drawing near
er to each other and then heaving
away as the current and zephyrs took
them. And they seemed to be highly
enjoying themselves, it we might judge
by the hilarious snatches of song we
could occasionally hear  from® the
Jdc»k of the Frenchman. The first

mates visited on board the Empress
and the second mates visited on board
the Prussian, so it was a general vis-
iting time_all round, About 4 bells
in the first watch (10 p. m.), the mates
fcturned to their respective ves-als,
but the captains’ visit  on board the
Frenchman lusted till afver midni
when our captain returned in a high
stute of intoxication, 8o much so that
he could barely ascend the side. My
work being done after the mates left
our ship, I had gone to my bunk in
the steerage and was taking my rest,
from which I was awakened by m
name being loudly called down the
batchway, “in a voice I could not
recognize. I jumped and started for
the deck, and before’l was weli out of
the hatchway, I wag greeted ‘with a
blow between the eyes and the words,
*You of a » Why ain’t yon
on . deck when I come on board?”
The blow staggered me a little, but
recovering in a second, I grabbed him
by the throat and at it we went, 1
was young and gritty in those days,
and the blow and epithet put my
Edglist blood on fire. I was at any
ume his march physicall , and now
when he was more than half seas over
it Was no task for me 1o throttle him
and give him a good shaking. His
yells and the confusion soon brought
the mates and boatsteerers to his aid,
who, before I bardly knew it, lashed
ine to the bulwark, and the drunken
Lyrant was lathering me with the
witutop 8ail  halyards. Being  s0
drunk his blows did not amount to
much.  He then ordered me to the
ferecastle, nnd threatened me with a
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sceond  edition next day. In the
morning, the mate came down and in-
formed me that the captain felt pretty
*ore over the scrape and was going to
put me onshore at Woodle's Island,
which was then in sight, and advised
ue bo acquicsce, a8 himself and second
mate had had quite a time in quieting
him, tor he had hardly got over the
ctiects of the Frenchman's champagne,
and it I' did not irvitate him I would
get my pay aud discharge. I replied,
that he could do as Le pleased ; he
Was master, and, of'course, it was no
use resisting single-handed any deter-
mination he nmight come to with the
Whole after-guard of three officers and
five boat-st.erers to back him, While
we were talking, the cabin boy called
doun the batchway saying the cap-
tain wanted me in “the cabin. I ac
cording!y went, followed by the mate
and secoud mate. I found his majes.
ty seated ut the table with writing
materials and cash box before him.
He never looked at me as b came in,
but suluted me with “I'm gouing to
put you ashore, —— — you, and
You may return thanks 1o Mr. Gard-
ner (the Ist mate) I et You off that
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for you.”
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Petitions bearing the signatures of
over 125,000 men and women were *
presented to the Pennsylvania Legis-
latare on one day last week, arking
for the passage of the bill requiring
scientific temperance
the public school.

Tﬁe Kansas Legislature. at its re-
cent session passed what is described
as an iron-clad, copper-plated, double-
ribbed prohibition law, which is ex-
pected to close all the loop-holes of the
previous law and hive the liquor men
8o éffcctually that they must either
get out of the business, get ont of the
state, or starve,
to confess that prohibition does pro-
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