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the best of the prevailing
onditions, but will strain
every éffort to hasten the day of the
complete, and final triumph of the
forces of civilization over the organ-
ized powers. of reaction. ' Great Bu-
tain’s watchword, “Business as usunal,”
commends itself to us, says. Mr.
Hearst. While we fight, we will work
and plan for better things in this pro-
vince—for its material and moral wel-
fare—keeping. every _activity. going,
developing our mnorth country an

oV~
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! .In describing this scene, drawn by Christepher Clark, a ipecial artist for this ixe'w
German plan seemed to be to break the British line at the point where they gueflsed the Mh
to stop those Germans. Just when they were half way toward the British trenches ibe Ben

seeking new avenues for the employ-

ment of our people.

'VOICE FROM QUEBEC

Sic Lomer Gouln states that Que-|/

bec province is fortunate in the facts
that so large and important an ele-
ment of its population is dependent
alone for its prosperity upon the pro-
ducts of the soil and of the dairy in-
dustry, and that the value /of these
is increased rather than diminished
by the war, and further, that so many
of its industries are now feeling the
beneficial effects of the orders receiv-
ed in Canada for war supplies. Sir
Lomer concludes his. message with
this striking passage:

“We all have confidence in an issuz
of the war favorable to the cause of
right and justice; and therefore firm
in the trust of ‘Dieu et mon droit.’
We are doing ‘business as usual’ on
our farms and in -our shops, mills,
mines, warehouses, factories and of-
hces, looking confidently forward to
the dawn of a brighter era than ever
of long continued peace and prosper-
ity—in our province and Dominion, as
welt as in the Empire at large.”

551 MANITOBA HEARD.

Si¢ Rodmond ' Roblin, premier’ o},
Manitbba, says that never was 81
large an’acréage prepared for ‘spring
time, ‘nor ever was it so thoroughly
done as ‘in i914. With an ‘average
crop for the year 19I5, he feels justi-
fied ‘in saying that Magitoba will 1n-

‘crease its products most substantially,

“The ‘outléok ' from an “agricultural
point. of view, is much the brightest
in. Manitoba’s history, -Sir-Rodmond
al§o ‘reférs to the afct that the Hud-

- sofi%s “Bay " Railway,” every mile ‘ot

which “is” within the boundaries of

“ Mditgba, ‘wil be ‘completed to Port

Nelson in 1916.

“Manitoba,” he adds, “like the other
provinces of the Dominion, feels
keenly the jposition in which the em-
pire is placed at the present time, but
is ready, yea anxious, not only todo
her part, but to make such‘antno_ndl
sacrifices as will insure a contintation
of the advantages that she enjoys as
a part of the great British Empire.”

SASKATCHEWAN’S NOTE.

The people of Saskatchewan, says
Hon. Walter Scott, premier, have
been heart, and soul and pocket, with
ail- British4n the ‘policy and conduy:t

of the terrible war, eager to make all |/

and . any  sagtifices. to -help maintain
British arms, principles .and institu-

‘tionéIn;;common with the rest. of

the, worldj: the commerge and. indus-
tries - of - the :province hawe not = &s-
caped ihmnveni,eqce.;froqg;.nsults ot
the.qutbreak, of such, a-gigantic cof
tligt;: buteven out ;of- this,

« piERIFS . .strengthened confidenee is

.gainesd, 50 well: have-our institutions
thstpogd:-the -disturbing Anfluences.
Thesgeneral feeling of eareful observ-{
ersnis;dhat we: shall emerge in better
condition and surer foundations than
before. One and all recognize that
the. concentrated efforts of govern-
ments and businss bodis and: people
must. be devoted towards ‘promoting
sgriculture and production from our
other natural resources which in Sas-
katchewan, as throughout Canada are
co limitless—and the recognition 1s
the signal of what will be done:
Speaking of his lengthy trip:in many

sontinded-on Page 3)

Vienna Reports Confirm Petrograd’s Official News
---Austrians Are Demoralized---Germans are
on Offensive Only Along Pilica River.

[By Spec.al Wire to the (ourier]

NEW YORK, De¢. 31.—A London
cable to The Herald says:

The most ‘mportant and probably
the most far-reaching event in the re-
cent history of the war is the over-
whelming defeat of the Austrians in
Galicia and the complete collapse of
that offensive. This is the opinion
of the military authorities here. The
news of the great Russian victory re-
ceived additional confirmation yester-
day in the official statements from
Vienna.

All messages from Petrograd show
4 confident belief that, with the Aus-
trian defeat and the retirement of the
Germans across th Bzura River, west
of Warsaw,the turning point hsa been
reached in tle' battles along the
Polish rivers. The chief fighting is
occurring: along along the Pilica,
where the Germans have brought up
heavy. guns and are pressing on the
offensive. The losses in these battles
have reached enormous figures in
dead and wounded; and ' must have
been largely added to by disease, for
the men have fought under dreadful

climatic conditions and in mud for

which -Poland is notorious.
ARE DEMORALIZED.

LONDON, Dec. 31.—The Daily
Telegraph’s correspondent telegraphs
from Petrograd:

“There are sanguine persons who

believe this the last time the Austrian
army will be able to rebound, as it
has already used up all its: material
for recuperation.

“Slav ‘prisoncrs ‘'say that before
they debouched from the Carpathians
they were told by. the commanding
officers that their advance was to be
deécisive and final and bring the war
to an end. Its results, they were as-
sured, would be the capture of War-
saw and of Lvoff and Lemberg,‘and
when these towns were once. in their
hands, peace would ‘be made. When
they were compelled once more to
turn thier faces toward the Carpath-
ians and Cracow, a spirit of depres-
sion took hold of the army and this
no. doubt accounts in no slight degree
for the large number of surrenders
reported daily from Galicia, =
. “According to a statement printed
in the Svit, the Germans and Aus-
trians together lost 600,000 men in
their ergagements with the Russians
since November 9. The Fiflis corres
pondent.of The Gazette, ‘reports that
the Russians ~successfully engaged
Turks in region of Olti, whither the
enemy despatched all his forces from
Ezerum, consisting of several corps.
A force of infantry and Cossacks fell
on the Turkish detachment in greatly
superior ' strength, like an avalanche
and ‘almost annihjlated it. Heaps of
Turkish dead testify ta the ferocity of
the fighting.”

SIX MEN'S BRAVERY
RESULTED IN'CAPTURE

 OF 3T. GEORGE’S TOWN

P

[By Special. Wire to the Courier]
PARIS, Dec. 31—How the heroic
self-sacrifice of six French bluejack-

ets made possible the capture of St.
Georges, a:town less than two miles

from Nieuport, is described by - The

Matin’s war correspondent in Flan-
ders. He says:

“The attackers had driven the Ger-
mahs from the advance trenches; but
taking refuges, in the houses in the
village, the Germans soon placed their
assailants in a -difficult position.. The
‘situation of a force of Belgians isolat-
ed on a strip of land surounded by
a flood became critical and the artil-
lery alone was able to effect anythin3

against the enemy. The British bat-
teries at Ramscapelle tried, but their
shells burst over the-French. '
“Six blue jackets then hoisted a 3:
inch gun on a large punt and poled

Jalong the canal behind the village,

runfing the gauntlet of the German
rifles. As one was hit another took
the pole and continued -until she in
turn fell stricken. The sixth man was
mortally wounded ' as with - a Jast
ptish he sent the punt to tHe bank
where the French adyance guard was
waiting. P
“The gun was quickly I and ©
few shots at 300 yards brought the
houses on top of the Germ: -who
retreated into the arms of‘a battalio™
of Belgians, The latter complgted the
enemy’s rout. : o S
“Meanwhile - the . French 'column
triumphantly - took possession: of the
! heap of ruins which was formerly St
Georges and before night the engia
eers’ ‘had ‘established a % head,
‘enabling the allies’ artillery bouck

S

on the right bank of the ¥ser.”

he’s a-pessimist,”

Someren, a nephew of Mr. A. P.
van Someren, 181 St. Paul's Ave.

This gallant officer, who early
in his career won the D.S.0.
during the Afghan, campaign,
had only been on active service
in France about one month. Of
Mr. van Someren’s family cir-
cle, this is the fifth member who
has been reported as a casualty
at the front. Previous an-
nouncements told of' three
cousins killed and one wounded.

The 48th Sikhs are a corps of
infantry much renowned for
their dash and fighting qualities,
and have been mentioned for
conspicuous work in the present
war.
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Favor of Sending Army
to Europe

[By . Special ‘Wire te the Courier]

TOKIQ, Dec:. 31, 430 p.m.—In its
denial of reports that Japanese troops
had been landed at Vladivostok, or
any other place, en route to Europe,
the Foreign Office included this state-
ment:

“Japan has not been approached by
Great Britain or any other country to
send an army to Europe.”

It is learned from other sources
here that France, and probably Rus-
sia, are favorable to the project of
sending Japanese troops to- Kurope,
but that England hesitates to ask for

Japan's help.. The financial phase of {

oA

Important Part in Négéﬁétions:

[By Special Wire to the Courler]  ° |an important official position
LONDON, Dec. 31.—The. -Daily|knows Purkish affairs intimately.
Mail publishes the following written!' “Turkey is really pris -fi
by an Englishman, who has returned|herself‘in her present :
from Constantinople: ; ‘I sultan frequently asser

“The Turk—and even th¢ German|w never sign a

in Turkey—has beén made to. think, nst France or En ~but
and to think hard by events ‘which|{and .his ministers yielded to
culminated in the sinking of a Turk-| majeure; in ords, to the |
ish battleship by our submarine = in! ready pistod if r. Pacha,
the Dardanelles, These events have|of war. The latter has beea
been: ‘pany ‘with General Lims
“i—The raking of the Goeben - by| ers, virtually dictator ur
the Russians, though a week-end some months ~past.  Djemal
Constantinople telegram ' via Berlin minis } “furi
and Amsterdam says it was the Goe-}lg
ben attacked Batu. K 5
“3—The complete defeat and sur-'ally so, threw
render. of the Turksw in the Tigris Dj
delta. .
“The refusal of the Persians to w
abandon neutrality. :
~4—The failure of the Arabs,
have rebelled against the porte
often, to-rise against the E'Il_e;‘h. :
“s—Embroilment of Italy by
 holy war preaching in Ttipoli. -
. “6—The sinking of a battle
what Enver Bey and the h
miral said were-the “safe’ waters 0 :
sy g Lt TV Relad i
nd even the German gener A-!¥rance an ngland, ;
ger where their loans will

man Von Sanders admits that: Egypt’!

is a hard nut to crack. ;. !i; ‘the
“Why then did Turkev go to war.!ef
“The writer of the following holds ?vor.”

fhe east, certain German

) g a = t- i= P ,’ :.‘
'; ck (gx: . us, were: - un-
‘der the fire of our artillery ~dis-
ek - £, RS

cavation; this gave us a

[By Special Wire to the Csurler] . | “Between the Meuse and Mose
PARIS, Dec. 31.— "h‘:ﬁ" state-| in the region of the forest of Mr
.ment given out by the- war of-| mart, about 150 yards of German
fice this afternoon folli B 2% : gch% to our hands.

% o

the matter, it is stated, could be ar-1. '

ranged, but:the economic and politi-
cal questions involved are difficult.

Meantime frequent meeétings are pagne,

called in Tokio by partizans of the
project to awaken public renthusiasm
in this- direction, and there is an ac-

tive discussion in the newspapers sup-
porting the plan to despatch volun-'

teers. It is stated that the assistance
of Count Okuma, the premier,
been solicited by supporters of the
project.
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