19

PARLIAMENTARY REPORTER.

1867

friend, the mewber for Georgetown, hing been chasen
as Leader by the Oppesition. We were in this act,
‘Sir, as consistent 23 were the Government in offering
him the Speakei’s chair. The fact of their having
done this only proves that we bave made o wise choics.
T myself heard that gestleman, when addressing his
constituents in Georgelown, say, if ever that crisis
cams, whea his vote could put this Island into Con-

federation witbout the copsent of the people, God

forbid that he should give it. Take this fact in con-
nection with the well-kuown charscier of the hon.
member for Geergetown, and we hove, I think, 23
good a guarantee for his conduct as can be requived.

Hoy. Mr, HOWLAN.—I did not, Mr. Chelrman,
intend te speak ai this stage of the proceedings; but,
cevininly, I did not expect that suy hon. gentleman
would have made such sialéments as the hon. member
for Belfast (Mr. Dundan) has done. He said that all
the Opposition of last year were in favor of bringing
the {roops here, except two—ihe hon. member for
New (Hasgow, aud the hon. member for Tryon. All
the members of the minorily of last year, with the ex-

“eeption of two, were not in favor of the action of the

late Government in that matier; and, theréfere, Sir,
his staiement is imcorvect.
brought in by the Government, io which the hon.
member for Tryon moved an amendment, and eight
mer{iibers voted for it-—which amendment I wilknow
vead s— ‘ ‘

« That the House of Assembly regret the disturbances

and troubles which oceurred i this Colony in the past year,
but the House, at the same time, are of opinlon that the
alleged open and systematic defiance of the law might
have been set aside by a further recourse to the aid of the
civil power at the disposal of the loeal authorities, hefore
callisg in the aid of Her Majesty’s troops.” - .
Now, 8ir, Lfind that eight voted for this ameundment,
-and this is an' important fact. I did not intend to go
into ihis question. ¥ am sorry, and [ thivk every
hon., member in this IHouse is soitry, that the Hou. b,
Whelan has not been relurned,—sorry that he was o
uufortunaie. 'There have been other matters brought
up, which; I thiuk, we bad befter now pass by, as we
shall have ample opportunity, hereafter, to speak to
them. - 1 will only say that 1 was surprised aé the ex-
planation given by the bon. mewber, with respect to
the delay in helding the Election. ‘

Hon. Mre. HAVILAND . —Does the hon. member
refer to we? - o

Hon. Mr. HOWLAN.—1I referrcd to the hon. mem-
ber for Belfast (Mr. Duncan). - '

My, HOWAT ~Mr, Chalvman, 1 was the one who
moved the resolnfion in the House last year which
has just been read by the hon. member. I believe
that faw and ovder should be maintained; and I be-
lieve that all classes are liable to become excited st
times; but [ do think that the Governmeut should
have used the means at their disposal befere they
brought the troapa bere. Had they done so, they
weuld bave had no occasion for the troops to put
down any disturbance. But now that they are heve,
Iam glad io see them. Itis admitted by all that this
Session was called too late, and both sides of the
Heuse seem to try to get clear of the blame. Now, is
there cause fer complaint? . I, for one, believe that there
is blame, and 1 wish that blame to rest upon those on
whom it should.. If the present Government, as ex-
plained by the Hon, the Atty. Gen,, had no more time
than was required by law for calling the Legislature,
then the blame must rest with the late Government.
I am at » loss to understand the hon. member for
Charvlottetown (Me. Brecken) when hie gave as a rea-
s0on that they weve waiting for fuller information on

There was a Resolutien’

Uonfederstion. ﬁaw,ﬁi;{, if he was sincare last year
in the 7o ferms resolution, there was no necessity to
wait for any further infermation ¢n' the subjeck of
Confederation; and the Election shoiild have Been
held at the n?mpar time, and the country net putioc
the inconvenience of calling the Legislalure so late. .

Mr. BRECKEN.—1z the absencs of the Leader of
the Opposition, I saggested what I thought probably
was the reason why the late Elestion did not take

place at an earlier date, that the Goveromant were
waiting the result of the deliberations of the delegates
of the othar Provioess, in Liondon, on the salject of

Confederation. Ifsuch was their reason, it appears to
me & sufficient ose; for who conld tell o what extent

‘our position might have been effected by the policy of

the Tmperial Government? Some persoss predicted
that we would be coerced into union; others, that cer-
tain terms would be offered for the acceplance or ye-
jeation of the people of this Colony, and with that
objeet o dissolution would have to take place.  The
hon. member for Belfust (Mr. Davies) will sarely
admit that it was of consequence that all deubts in this
important matter should bo removed before the Electors
were ¢alled upon to choose their representatived. The
hon. member charges me, a3 one of the supporters of
the celebrated no torms resolution, with inconsistency
in excusing this delay; but Bir, the hon. member
knows very well that; although I voted for these reso-
lutions, I did not agree with the wordiﬂ%‘ of them ; and
if he refers fo the repott of my spesch on that ocea-
sion, he will find that I stated that they went too far,
‘that to sy that no terms of union that would prove
advantageous to out interests amd the well-being of
the people could be offered was going too far. My rea-

‘sons for voting for these resolutions were, that I be- -

Hiaved that no other terms were in store'for us- other
than, those offered by the Quebes Scheme—terms
‘which I believed then, and still do, were peithey: just
wor liberal to the Island; and that in a:union on such
terms, our material interests wounld be most: sexiously
depressed. That looking at what was then takiog
place in the neighboring Province of Nova Scotis, the
very gresh dissatisfaction-that appeared to exist there,
and the protesis-that were being made against the

{poliay of the . Government going into Confederation

without first’ appealing to the peoplé) 1 ‘cossidered it
would have been dangerous for us to adumit the prin-
ciple in the abstyact, until there was o prospeect of
gotting fair terms, such as the people of this Colony
wonld be prepared to accept, If the hon. member
{Me. Davies) will take the trouble to refer to
my speech, when. these resolutions were under diseus-
sion last Session, he will find thai T have.not changed
my opinions. That I then said that terms might be
effered which it would be to our interest to acceps.
Not that I think it sny discredit to a man to change
his opinions, on political as well as other subjeots.
The man who néver changes his opinion, never corrects
his errors. Since last Session Confederation has
andergone a material change. The unics of Canads,
Nova Seofia, and New Drunswick haz been acocom-
plished; besides the terms of the compact have also

'been materially ohapged. With us, Sir, I thisk it is

only a question of time. I have never thought that
we can stand alone and keep onf, of the union, If I

thought we could without imperilling’ our various in-
tevests, I would say inthe wordiof Bhakspeare, “better




