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The op'inionof the Lieutenant Governor upon this subject, as expressed in his. Minute
of the 3rd Decemuber ISG1, reinns'lunîchalged. •De cordially approves of the suggestion,
that the Presidentship of the Legislitive Council should be an clective office, but continues
to think tiat a longer tenurc of office than tha, proposed would have been desirable. le
lias, however. 110 wisl to oppose. the delibrate and- reiterated recommnîendation of. his
Council.-o. what is, after all, a niatter of detail, and of'so exclusively local literest.

The Lieutenait (ovenirm' takes this opportunity of naking a few renmarks upon the
Minutes of the Ixecutive Couneil. to which lie has not hitherto given anY ieply.

Tie Lieutenant Govenor has everoes not doubt that the People of this
country do not desire for its own sake; that when ·they seek a change in their
Institutions,.it is with a view to improve and adapt thenr to the altered circumstances and
conditioni of the couitry luit Ris lxcelliiecy is at a ioss to perceive.in what manner this
fact.isinconsistent w ith his assertion, that the tendéney to muake suei changes must of
neesssity he more fre<juent in a country whcre aIl Institutionis are as yet in a manner
tentative, th:ii in one where they are supporfed. by traditions of anitiquity and long es.tab-
iished authoritv.

The Counil state that tIhey are unable to perceive tihat tie intoduction of the elective
principle int6 -the -Legislative Council, ini the shape of frequently recurring, elections to its
Presidency, will have any tendeiiy.-towards the introduefion of the elective principle in the
choice of the mnembers of that body, or-tiat ain office wlose tenure is only for a shottternm-
of years, po.ssesses less dignity than one·lheld for life. 'The Lieuten ant Governor sees no
occasion tt discuss these questins afresh. though lie certainily renains of opinion that both
of thèse propomsitions inight easily be established by ai-gûunnt.

The Lieutenant ( overnor entertais the most:sincere respect for the Executive Govern-
ment of the Province, and for the Gentlemen of whonr it.is at present conpcsed; but lie
can hardly ecio the sanguine belief expressed in the coneluding paragraph of the Minute,
that rio future Governmentof the Province will ever at any time to comee b exposed to
temnptationspi'hich iave beset, or yiekl te weaknesses which have at somte .period influenced
every other known Governuient on the face of the Globe.

ARTÎîfUR H. GORDON.
Fredn:icton, 14th Knoember, 1862. ~

A Message from His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor was delivered by
the Honorable" Mr. Steeves, a Member of Her Majesty's Executiie Coucil.

The Hoiorable Ir. Saunders read tie same; aund it wias again read by the.
Clerk, as follo'ws:

CNEW BRUNSWICK.
epsahqto the Legislative Council.-20th Fecbruary, 1863.

ARTHUR.Il. GoRDoN.
lis Excellency the Lieutenant Governor 1ays before the Legislative Council

PY'apers and.Correspondence on the following subjects
L Disallowance of an Act intituled " An Act to amend an-Act intituled 'An Act to

authorize. the "appointment of Coniissioners iii te United Kingdon and other parts of
ler Majesty's Döminions, and in the United States of America, to take Afrdavits and
Acknowledgments of Deeds and othèr Instruments relating to matters in this Province.'

1. Secretary of Statefor the Colonies te the LieutenantGovernor, 4th August, 1862,
(with Enclosure.)

2. Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Lieutenant GOyernor, 8th September, 1862.
(Being. in continuation:of Papers laid before the Legislature 20th March, 1862..)

Il. More.intimate union of the British North Anierican Provinces.
1. The Secretary of State for the Colonies to-the Lieutenant Governor, 6th July, 1862,

(with tWo Enelosures.) :
II. Àdnission înto French Ports of. British North Anerican Ships.

1. The Secretary of State for the Colonies te the Lieutenant Governor, 2Sth June, 1862.
A. H.G.


