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Beligions  Hliscellany.
PSR- S
Finish thy Work.
Finish thy work, thy time is shert ;
The sun is in the west ;
The night is coming down-—till then
Think not of rest.

Yes, finish thy work, then rest ;
Till then rest never ;

The rest prepared for thee by God
Is rest for ever.

Finish thy work, then wipe thy brow,
Ungird thee from thy toil

Take breath, and frem eash weary limb
Shake off the soil.

Finish thy work, then sit thee down
On some celestial hill, :

And of its strength-reviving air
Take thee thy flll.

Finish thy work, then go in peace ;
Life’s battle fought and won :

Hear from the throne the Master’s voice,
“ Well done ! well done !I”

Finish thy work, then take thy harp,
Give praise to God above ;

Sing a new song of mighty joy
And endless love.

(ive thanks to him who held thee up,
In all thy path below,

Who made thee faithful unte death,
And erowns thee now.

Conversion of an Infidel.

In a neat and beautiful eity in emp of the
aorthern states of this republie lived = lawyer
of eminence and talents. Iwas net informed as
to the particalars of his meral charaster, but he
was notoriously profane. He had a negro bey
at whom his meighbors wsed to bear him swear
with awful vielenes. QOne day he met an elder
of the Presbyterian Church, who was also a law-
yor, and said to him, “ ] wish, sir, to examine
into the truth of the Christian religion j what
books would you advise me to yead on the evi-
dences of Christianity P” The elder, surprised
at the inquiry, replied, * that is a question, sir,
which you ought to have settled long ago. You
ought not to have put off & e important
to this late period of life.” It is too late,”
said the inquirer, “ I never knew much about
it, but I always supposed that Christisnity was
réjected by the great majority of learned men.
1 intend, however, mow to examine the subjest

may live & year and.a half or two years, but
probably longer. What books, sir, would you
advise me to read,” * The Bible,” said the
elder. “ I believe you de mot understand me,”
resumed the unbeliever, surprised in his turn.
« 1 wish te investigate the truth of the Bible.”
“ ] would advise you, sir,” repeated the elder,
“to read the Bible. Amnd,” he continued, “ I
will give you my reasons. Most infidels are
very ignorant of the Scriptures. Now te reason
on any subjest with eorreetness we must nnder-
stand what it is about which we reason, Inthe
next place 1 consider the internal evidence of the
truth of the Scriptures stronger than the exter-
nal” And where shall I begin P ” inquired the
unbeliever. * At the New Tostament !” “ No,”
said the elder, * at the beginaing, at Genesis.”
The infidel bought a commentary, went home,
and sat down te the serious study of the Serip-
tures. He applied all his strong and well-dis-
ciplined powers of mind to the Bible, to try
rapidly, but impartially, its troth. As he went
onin the perusal he received oecasional ealls
from the elder. The infidel freely remarked
upon what he had read, and stated hls objectiens.
He liked this passage, he thought fhat touching

and beautiful, but he could not eredit a third.
One evening the elder calied and found the
unbeliever at his office, walking the room with
a dejected look, his mind apparently absorbed
in thought. He centinued, not noticing that
aay one had eome in, busily te trace and retrace
his steps. The elder at length spoke. * You
seem, sir,” said he, *“ to be in a brown study.
Of what are you thinking ?* * I bave been
reading,” replied the infidel, “ the moral law.”
“ Well, what do you think of it ?” asked the
elder. “T will tell you what I usED to think,”
he answered ; “ I supposed that Moses was the
leader of a horde of banditti, that having a
strong mind he scquired great influence over
superstitious people, and that om Meunt Sinai
be played off some sort‘ef fireworks to the
"’_"‘"_:‘ ‘::hhh-Mt followers, whe im-

agined = 2
that the exhibiuonl:'.?:.:ﬁ.:ﬂ.?m
“ But what do you think mow P” interposed
the elder. “ I have been looking,” said the in-
fidel, ““ into the nature of that law. 1 have been
irying to ses whether | ean add anything to i,
or take anything from it, so as to make it better,
Bir, 1 eannot. It is perfect. The first com-
mandment,” eontinued he, * directs us to make
our Creater the objeet of our supreme love and
reverence. Thatis right. If he be our creator,
er, and supreme benefaotor we ought to
treat Jim and none other ss sugh. The second
forbids idolatry y that oertainly is right. The
third forbids profaneness ; the fourth fixes s
time for religious worship. If there be a God,
he ought surely to be worshipped. It is suitable
that thers should be an outward hemage, signi-
fieant of our inward regard. If Ged be wor-
shipped, it is proper that some time should be
set apart for that purpose when all msy worship
Bim barmoniously and without interruption.
One day in seven is certainly not too mueh, and
l'donotknovr.huiti-tooliuh. The fifth de-
nies the peeuliar duties arising from the family
relations. Injugies to owr meighbors are them
.elnuﬁ.dby the moral law. They are divided
into offences égainst life, chastity, property, and

idolaters, and the wisest and best Greeks and
Romans never gave a code of morals like this.
Where did Moses get this law, which surpasses
the wisdom and philosophy of the most ealight-
ened ages P Hoe lived at a period comparatively
barbarous, but he has given a law in which the
learning and sagacity of all subsequent time can
detect noflaw. Where did he get it ? He could
not have soared so far above his age as to have
devised it himself. 1 am satisfled where he ob-
tained it. It came down from heaven. I am
convinced of the truth of the religion of the
Bible ?”

The infidel —infidel no longor—rcnnined‘to
his death a firm believer in the truth of Chris-
tianity. He lived about three years after this
conversation. He continued to pursue the study
of the Bible, his views of the Christian religion
expanding and growing more and more correet.
Profan was abandoned ; gn oath was now
as offensive to him as it was familiar before.
When his former gay companions used ene he
habitually reproved them ; he remonstrated with
them upon its folly and want of meaning, and
said that he could never before imagine how
painful profane language must be to a Christian.
He hoped for nothing from the world, and some-
times said' he was afraid that he chase other
pleasures from that circumstance without a radi-
eal change ef heart, and often expressed some
doubts whether he was such a sincere disciple of
Christ as would entitle him to the final approba-
tion of his Lord.

Let the readers of the goed old ddvocate me-
ditate en this history, for itis believed to be rich
in praetical instruction. The main thought is
this, that the moral law is 2 monument, a sub-
lime monument, of the great moral transastion
at Sinai, at the delivery of the ten command-
ments. Let them mark also the spicies of un:
belief, the judicious advice and kind attention
of the Christian eldsr, and learn to do likewise,
ofen to save a soul out of the svare of the devil,
the beautiful arrangement of Providence by
which these oecurred, the excellence of the moral
law as explained and felt; and the glorious re-
ferming power of the wa{d of God.—Ch. Ado.

i D. Nasin.

-
Power of Christian Example

A godly eider of ene of ouwt churches— now
deceased —~who was in the habit of giving from
his small means all, and more than all, that any
one would say he ought to give, once said to an-
other elder of large wealth, “ you have it in yeur
power to revelutionise this eity in the matter

and@dtlins to do more good than
3 wealtht often’hii¥e the opportunity of do-
ing. Your presenat is enough and more
than enough for ali your wants, and your child-
ren are already abundantly provided for. If now
you will devote all your imcome to benevolent
purposes—or even half of it, your example will
show the world the power of true religion, and
make other men who have wealth feel their duty
to do likewise. You will thus mark an era in
the history of our churches, and make our eity
as distinguished for its benevelence as it has
been for its material prosperity.”

The remark was undoubtedly true. The silent

example of a man of large means who unosten-
tatiously devotes his wealth and his time to do-
ing good, is a power in such a community as ours
which no oge can measure. QOur thoughts were
called to this subject by reading the lite of Dea.
Daniel Safford of Bos#on, which we have just
finished. This book ought to be in every fami-
ly, and by all means in every Bunday school
library. When his property was worth $35,000,
he resolved it should never be cany more.
Though he had given largely for years before, he
shen resolved that all his income should be de-
voted to benevolent objects. This was literally
and faithfully carried out. During the remaind-
er of his life he gave over. $70,000 to benevolent
objects. His memoir shows also the way to
give. It was not done indiscriminately, but as
the result of personal exsmination, giving his
time and his earnest Christian labor and sympa-
thy, as well as his money. He was a very buasy
man, and a very happy man, because his bands
were more and more full of work for Christ, till
he died at the age of sixty-three. He gave his
sons $10,000 each, and the rest of his property
left to.his wife, to be used secodring to her dis-
eretion in works of benevolence.
What might not such a man do in this oigy ?
When we read of the princely giving of the Law-
rences of Boston, and of the daily life work, with
money and time—ef such men as Judge Hubbard
and Dea. Safford, we cease to wonder that Bos-
ton is a city of liberal devising and munificent
giving. Bright lights have shone there for
many years. Oh that all Christians of wealth
knew their privilege and their power |—Christian
Herald.

Far too Little, yet Much to Spare.
BY REV, FRANCIS A. WEST.

Indeed ! Where, when, how could that be P
Yot it is fact, and recorded; and there were
plenty of witnesses. There was not enough for
supper, that every one might have a little—there
was great deficiency ; yet there proved to be
enough, more than emough—more at the end
than at the beginning.

The company was immense ; all uninvited,
w all heartily welcome. They did not know
they were to have the repast uatil it was served
up. Five thousand guests ! and the Host poor,
a working earpenter! He was very poor, yet
had twelve servants, each of whom was richer
taan his Master. Indeed, the Master was with-
out a house, and bhad not even a tent ; so he
gave his entertainment out of doors, on the
seented enameled grass ; and all was orderly and
without harry or eonfusion.

Jesus was the kind host, having pity on the
multitudes who had waited on his teaching, re-

Charaster. And,” said he, spplying o logal ides | gardiess

With logal actteness, | notice that the greatest
:"' in each class is expresmly forbidden.

the greatest injury to life is murder, to
Shasity adultery, to property theft, to ebarscter

oY Mow ihe greater offence must inelade

® of the same kind : murder
overy iy o g must inelude

slosed Perfogted forbiddi
mwmzr'..m'ﬁ.m

was a desert ; and the evening was drawing on
Food was & long way off, and the disciples had
bat * two hundred pence” among them had it
them depart ; ”

poor wayfarers, yet fhey son not how. Had they

M,Mtb.ﬁlﬂllwu‘

seat them on the grase and give it by method.

I have been thinking,” he proceeded, “ whers
did Moses get that law ? 1 have read history. |
The Egyptians and the adjacemt nations were |

Thus did Jesus with his little. Ho told the dis-
ciples to feed them by fiftics. All this was quite
natural, and like & men.  Bot what a speoctacle !
“ What ean he mean ? What can he do for as P
We see no bread !” Ak ! how many degress
of faith ! Insome, how amall! How the grain
of mustard-seed straggles for life ! A peasant-
boy, probably carrying provision for his parents
and himself, must give it ap—Ilose all te gain
more. “ Five barley loves and two small fishes”
is scant supply. He would have wanted had he
withheld. The loaves were bat small eskes,
baked on the hot sides of am earthen pipkin ;
three being pecessary for the entertainment eof
one’ midnight traveller, (Luke xi.) “ Whata
mockery [ ” say the unbelioving. “ What are
these among so many P” says Little Faith to the
Multiplier of bread.

They are now all seated en the seft grase.
Th!lilﬂ.lmhopoﬂym“.. sas-
picion er collusion may find entrance. The Son
asks the Father’s blessing on the food, in the
sight of five thousand hungry, watching speets-
tors. Fach of the ten disciples might ressive
the moiety of a small cake for his five hundred
hungry mouths ; and the other two might re-
oeive the small fishes for the five thousand.
They go forth nothing doubing, and hreak bread
to the multitnde ; and behold ! it fails net in
their hands, nor lessens. He who makes eera
to grow into wavy harvests, makes bread inerease
by ereative energy. There is no more power in
he grain of wheat than in the leavened bread.
The law of natere is but the manifestation of
His working whe is the spiritual source of mo-
tion and of life. The more we sow the mere
we reap ; the more they gave the more they had :
botha are mysteries, enly to be reselved into the
divine will,

Happy almoners of a King’s bouaty ! Dis-
oip'es must distribute what they receive, and find
their satisfaction in satisfying others. It is mot
the foed of episures ; but it ia whelesome aad
¢ontenting. The astomished multitudes receive
each one his substantial pertien ; and the wore
they eat the more remains. Xere is a slow and
hearty meal to full satisfastion ; and the rem-
nants, * after they had all eaten and weze filled,”
were “twelve baskets fullL” Every distributer’s
basket, at the close, furnished plenty of proof of
an open and sensible mirasle. Far too little, yet
mueh to spare,

Yet,howis this ? Yes, how? Who ean tell P
What human thought can fill up the gulf between
nol being and Deing ? between nothing and dread
—real, substantisl, satisfyisg bread P Did it
grow in the Saviour’s hand P er in the diseiple’s
hands P or in the hands of the multitude ! orin
all? Could the elessst wateher, the grestess
adept in marking the prosssses of mature, say
how ? There is no buch pyocees in sature. This
is not porn, byt bread—ecora, ground and baked
and chemically changed.

Yet the philosophers insist that there is mot
now a partiele of matter mere, nor a partisle of
matter less, than at the finishing of the ereation :
“ nothing is changed bus the ferm.” Even what
is said to be consumed in the fire is merely gone
inte a gaseous state, to resppear in some other
combination and form.. But we say there must
be something more. Here is hread,  net made
of things which do appesr,” but a ereation ;
however gradual, yet a erestion bread was ned,
bread is.

How elearly is there a twefold nature in Jesus |

The man appears in human sympathios ; in or-
derly, raticpal, human srrangements ; the God
appears in the created supply at his word alene ;
out of that which was not ‘* He fills the hungry
with good things.” The haman we ean eom-
prehend ; the divime is inserntible, lost in mys-
tery.
Shall aay of these tbn-:d- deny or doubt
that God is here? The Almighty! the Self-
sufficient, the Infinite | Yot former miraeles are
easily forgotten. Through the treashery of hu-
man heart unbelief soon again prevalls. Weak
faith is not satisfied even with such demonstra-
tions, and craves new evidenoes. When the four
thousand were afterward in straits the eld leaven
appeared : “ Can he give bread in the wilder-
ness P”

But why should we ever despond when his
power is infinite ) end his trath pledges his
almightiness ; and his love is the unsealed foun-
tain of his people’s supply ? “ I am God All-
sufficient ; walk thou before me, and be theu
perfect.”

“ There’s Light Beyond.”

“ When in Madeirs,” writes a traveler, “ I set
off one morning to reach the summit of & mount-
ain to gaze upon the distant scene and enjoy the
balmy sir. 1had s guide with me, and who had,
with difficulty, ascended some two thousand feet,
when s thick mist was seen deseending upon us,
quite obscuring the whole fage of the heavens.
llhougbtllndlohorha but at omee to re-
umouncp-.uhhﬂ;htutbd-d
came Rnearer, and darkness .“'M'“ me,
myguidnnnubaﬁmm.mﬁqm-iu
and calling to me ever and anom, saying, * Press
on, master—press on—there’s light beyond. 1
did press on. Ina few minutes the mist was
p-ued,ndlgmdnpanmofumendnt
beauty. Aﬂwhl.itnldudh-nbon.
udbom&hmthd-utlonl-in.mmd-
ing the world below me, and glistening im the
rays of the sun like a field of untrodden smow.
There was nothing at that mement between me
and the heavens.
Oyoonvhonthehldlll‘.dhtiﬂ.ﬂ'bo
have sat beneath the shadow, be net dismayed
if they rise before you. Press ea—THERE I8
LIGHT BEYONXD.

A Bysrem OF nlcovn'l;i.—-‘l‘h Gospel ::
restorative di is its primary
mmwmu.nhm-W'
or a rule of life to the innecent, but the annus-
ciation of a stupendous methed of relief for the
sioner. Qverlooking all petty verities and sub-
ordinate distinetions, it plases the whole haman
fwtolmhnl,—chmdn-dlhlh“
before the Infinite Mayesty,—and offers, indis-
criminately, s provision of santifieation to the
polluted, and of pardon to the guilty. These are
the glad tidings—this is the Jubiles of the whole
earth, proclaimed in-the songs of emgels, colo-
brated in the praises of the ehurch, alike in her
militant and hee triumphant state—whether toil-
ing in the vale of mortality, or sejeising Defore
the throne.

P e
¢ A Sabbath in Glasgow.
Glasgow is the great commercial ity of Glas-

gow. It contsins, ineluding its suburbs, about
400,000 ishebitants. The strests, espesially
in the lower portions, are broad, and the
buildings are large and substéntisl. There are
on every hand evidences of wealth and liberality.
On the West and South are elegant parks, kept
with serupulous nestness. On the East stands
the Necropolis, used as & cometery. The cen-
Wlﬂd“hmmthmu
the memory of John Knox. On the top of the
menument is a statue 6f the * lion-hearted * re-
former, bolding in his right ‘hand the Bible,
whose truths be so {eariessly and suceessfully
enforoed. Near by is the Cathedral in which be
onee preached, “the old reckery i which he
wished pulled dows, hoping, in his flery zeel,
thus to obliterate every vestige of Popery. If his
counsels had prevailed, Glasgow would have lost
its proudest and grandest spesimen of ‘architec-
tare.

It is a city of churshes ancient sad medern,
their spires and towers are seen in overy direo-
tion. When the bells strike the hour of service,
Argyle, its great thesoughfare, with: its subja-
uumﬂamvkh-n,mnddﬂ-
dren, hurrying to their place of worship. Oa
Sabbath morning 1 found myself in this throng,
and went oat te the west end of the eity, to the
Free Chureh College, to hear Dr. Bushanan,
He is, in stature, little above the medium height,
and eompastly built. ‘He has a large full fore-
head. His hair is white. He read his sermea
tolerably well. It was an expasition of the par-
able of the Bower, plain and direct in statement.
His analysis of the first three classes of hearers

At two o'eloek, I went to the old Troa Chureh,
where Chalmers first spoke so that the whole
Christian werld heard him. Here are the same
straight-basked, narrew, umeushioned pews in
whieh his sudiense sst and were entransed by
his uttersness. Here is the same high, round,

tainly,” I replied,  we are all free church there.”
« Are there ohurches in your eountry supported
by the Government,” said he? “ No sir,” said
1, “ each denominstion of Christians eares for it-
solf. We sustain all;our churshes by individ-
ual contributions.” I had told him that I was
frem Misseuri, and he, thinking, I suppose, that
Missouri belonged to the would be Southera
Cenfederacy, intreduesd me to a friend, as = gen-
tiomen from South America. He sppesred, how-
ever, to be an excellent i but like
many men here had never taken the pains to look
into our history, supposing of course, that there
is very little worth knowing out of Great Brit-
ain.

I found an interesting praysr meeting at the
church of Dr. MeCall. He is absent recruiting
his health and strength, and his church holds,
each week, a special prayer meeting, that, on his
return, his lsboars may be grestly blessed.in the
conversion of souls. The prayers were moet sim-
ple and heartfelt, real pleadings with Ged, with
an evident expectation of an answer.

In ene end of the chureh edifies there is s door
in the outer wall ; passing through it yeu stand
in o stene pulpit, on the outside, fasing the strest,
Here Dr. McCall bas been acoustomed to presch
to the erowds of the city. The Catholio priest
ecomplained that he obstructed the strest by this
pit It is, however, a by street, little travelled by

while he lived: But while his remains moulder
in the temb, it is being smccsssfully proseented
in the city where]he began it. He rests from
tiam | Times.

Matamoras in Prison.

The American and Foreign Christian Usion
have invited this devoted servant of Christ to be-
come a labourer among the Spanisrds of South
Americs, a8 soen 'as his health should be suffie-
jontly restored, the following vivid pictare is giv-
sa of him by Dr. Capadese:

«We soon started for Granads, for 1 was
longing to find myself beside Matamoras. We
lodged together with M. and Madame Seladin, of
Geneva (with whom we had made acquaintance
o-hudtbn-.)‘dthl'nhd'u
Matameras by her gontle and melancholy ex-
prossion. She was waittng for us early in the
morning, with s friend ; and an bour afterwards
1 was in the prisen, with Matamoras in sey arms-
Oh ! my brother, I wish I could give you an ides
of this boly silencs, in which the angels them-
selves must have seen, with edoring love, what
the love of Christ sould effect. Yes, yeo—holy !
holy ! holy § is the Lord God of larael. A M

arms of & son of Duvid, both united and ene in

faith in the atoning bleod of that great Son o
David who has besome the contre of our affee-

;uua--vh ¥ you oot

of God, a vietim and s martyr for his faith, in the giving

his eyes sparkling with love and with eourage,
the decision displayed in his whole bearing, his
joyful expression, his anxisty for others, his de-
votedness, his constant self-sacrifiee, you would
have been, as I was, not only moved, but touch-
od to your heart’s eore, and filled with hely ad-
eration to our God, who was felt to be specially
near us st that solemn moment. What joy it
was to me | Pieture to yeurself that happy time
~~in the prison. There—Matamoras, beside him
his loving mother, then Alhama and Trigo, then
the wife of Trigo, with her young child, the wife
of Blanco, who has a melancholy expression, the
servant of the prison allotted to Matamoras, twe
other brethren besides them, and then my wife
and L. All together we read the Werd of Ged,
Matameoras one part, and I the other, in Spanish ;
then we all knelt down, and Matamoras offered
up an earnest prayer. I fellowed him, deeply
touched, and we were all refreshed in spirit.
That was indeed the serviee of God—it wasa
blessed Evangelical Alliance, in which the sor-
rows or this world were for a time forgotten, that
we might be all the more satified with eternal
blessedness. Bince then our meeting place, at
about ten o’eleck every morning, is in the pris-
on, and we continue there ene or twe hours.

“ If 1 expected much frem this man of God,
expeetations have all been greatly exceeded by
his personal presemes. I bad before my misd
8t. Paul, in his prison at Rome, writing to the
Bphesians, the Corinthians, and others, interest-
ing himself in every ene, directing everything
from his prison ; redoubling his powers, giviag
proof of his devotion and a self-denial whish
know no limits, and giving for all to Him frem
he hed received a new life ; doveleping an un-
paralloled sed indefatigable astivity.”

The Nestorians.

From time to time we bave resorded the eper-
ations of the Ameriean missionaries among the
Nestorians. These Nestorians oecupy the east-
orn side of -the mountains of Kurdistan. Orig-
inally they were spread over the whole regiom,
both on the Turkish and Persian frontiers. Many
years ago, however, by a masterly stroke of pol-
ioy, the agents of Rome effected a schism, the
effeot of whish was that the Nestorians in Tur-
hey soarified theie poslosiostioal ind Jene,
and gave in their adhesion to Rome. The Nes-
torians under the Persian government remained
independent, and eontinue so to this dsy. They
have their own otgenisation ; they have a patri-
arch at the head, with bishops, priests snd des-
eons. They refase to own allegiance to the Pope,
and they reject all overtures on the part of his
emissaries, although these emissaries are eontin-
ually and actively endeavouring to make prose-
lytes. Whea the American missionaries first
visited Aderbeijan, as the Persians call the Pro-
vines where the Nestorians are found, their re-
ligions tenets and practices were little known io
Earope ) bus by their labours, and the records of
travellers like Ainsworth and Layard, they are

od from the ancient Syrias, but no effort appears
to have been made to reduce this vernacular to
writing. They, therefore, undertook and accom-
plished the task; and now the whole of the
Beriptares, and many other valuable works, bave
been printed in that tongue. The excelleat and
and lamented Stoddard was the compiler of the
first published grammar of the modern Syrise.
As for the aneient language, the Nestorians had
it in the Bible, a book which they never aban-
doned the use of in their serviess ; in the same
language they also had ether works; but the mass
of the peaple were very ignerant, and few, if any,
besides the priests, could read and write. Now,
it is different. Schools and seminaries have been
established, and appliancee of all sorts have been
institated to disseminate among this long forgot-
ten people the knowledge of eternal things.

A great blessing haa rested upon this mission.
and the state of the Nestorians, intellectually and
spiritually is vastly impreved. There have been
several great revivals of religion ; and maltitudes
have been savingly converted to Christ. Some,
and ohiefly Dr. Justin Perkine, gives the most
gratifying account of what has been sccomplish-
od in this interesting department.

The Nestorians alone speak a language deriv-
od directly from the language of Cansan ia the
times of our Lord. They have and nse the old-
est version of the New Testament—the venerable
Syrisc Peshito. They are the oldest independent
national chureh on easth. They resemble in their
peoulisrtios the Church of the first conturies more
nearly than any Church eut ‘of Pretestantism.
They are the farthest esst of the Christian

the i But we cannot ge into their
histery and peeuliarties, and will enly add that for
fourtesn centuries they have been ensbled to pre-
serve their separate and independeat existenece
and have been kept from many of the abomins-
tions which have erept inte the Romish, Greek,
Armenian, and other communities. Of late years
by God’s blessing upon the missions from Ame-
rics, they have been removated and elevated in
s remarkable degree. And yeot this small peo-
ple, numbering bat forty or fifty thousand, are
despised and oppressed. Kven at the present
moment this is the case, and an appeal has been
made to our Qevernment in their bebalf. Not
only so—for several years past they have been
reduced to unusual straights by the failure of
their crops, whish has ailmost amounted to fam-
ing. Under such circumstances, we are not sur-
prised toread in the “ Monthly Notiess of the
American Missions in Western Asia” for Aug-
ust,—* Mr. Cobb refers to the canses of distur-
banee alluded to in former letters—oppression,
m,oh.—-dillcunh‘n most unfortu-
nate and distracting influence upon the minds of
the Nestorisa people, leading not oaly to the
talk of s general emigration to Russia but to
many othér sshemes for finding relief. To this,
in o great measure,” be says, “ is probably to be
attributed the wncatisfestory state of the mis-
sionary work in the villages during the pest win-
ter, through necessary retrenchments, and the
wp of sshools t0 some extent by the mis-
sion, snd the sctive efforts of the Lasarites, ta-
king advantage of sush opportunities te acquire
an influsnce and exsite ®* We are
 quite sware that the proepeet is wet wholly dark,

| ment, except in the shange of peliey, or rather
perhaps of administration, on the part of the
Persian Government.— Boangercal Christendom.

FROM “ I8 THS BIBLE TRUR! "

In the far distant beginning, thew, millions of
years ago, God called into existence this earth
on whidh we tread, and all those shining orbs
which make the heaven so glorious.

To deseribe them all, with their laws and mo-
tions, would have filled large volumes ; and Moses
had no mission for any sueh work, neither does
he give us any history of this earth, during the
« millennioms of ceaturies” which elasped before
man was placed upen ft. With maa’s world, and
man’s history, his narrative begins.

But many previous periods of the earth’s his-
tory had been divided from each other by vast
subteranesn comvulsions, oceurring at periods of
very unequal length, breaking up and sweeping
away first one and then another stats of things,
and into the history of these geelogy has been
searching. The last of these eonvalsions had
reduced the earth once more to a state of shace
and darkness ; a thick mantle of vapeur covering
it, under which one wide billowy sea of boiling
waters relled. Upon this scene of darkness and
eonfusion the Bpirit of God deseended, and com-
menoced the werk of & mew eveation ; or, rather of
a now state of things.

The first command given is, that light should

hung round the globe, se as toallow of the reap-
pearance of light on the surfies of the werld,

But & new cloment was needed to give to the
earth the brillisncy and besaty of sunshine. An
atmosphere to support the eleuds, and to enable
them to rise frem the earth, and float abeut the
expanse in s thousand forms of beunuty was need-
ed ; and this was aceordingly, by the Divine com-
mand, ealled forth. Instend of o globe
wrapped around with vapour, there ared at
God’s eommand, that besutiful arrangemest in
which we now rejoies an expanse of firmament,
an atmosphere, in which the clouds eould flest
around the globe ; and in whish, whea ereated,
the featbered and the insset tribes eould rejoice.

These two great preliminary works escupied
day the first and day the second. And, eomsid-
ering who the Divine Artificer was, who was thus
construeting o werld fall of beauty, I see no res-
son to imagine, that any long peried of a theu-
sand years, or ten thousand, or any like space of
time was oecupied in thess arrangements.

Next followsd what nothing but & Divine
command oould have prodused. The last great
eonvaision had opened the fountains ef the deep,
and boisterous ocesn. Godsaid, ** Let the waters
be gathered together unte seas, and let the dry
land sppear.” Immedistely the earth obeyed :
the seas retired, the mountaine and hills uprear-
ed themselves, and the earth as we new bebold
it, in all its varied beaaty of ses and land, hill
sad valley, st once appeared. Soon after a fresh
command was heard, “ Let the earth bring forth
grass, the herb, and the fruit-tree ; and it was so.”
Creation, observe, is net here asserted. The
earth, geology now telis us, had leng hidden in
her bosom inaumerable seeds of former vege ta-
tion. The life-giving command was heard, and
instantly s mantle of green began to spreed it-
self over the hills and plains, just rescned from
the watery wasts. This separation of land from
water, and commaad to the grass and green herd
to spring forth demands no lengthened space of
time. The inspired historian deslares them both
to have taken place on the third dsy, and most
implieity do I believe him.

The firmsment had now begum its work of
bearing up the elouds, and leaving the earth free
from its shrowd of vapour. These lower bea-
vens assumed the aspeet in which we now behoid
them. The earth, in its new mantle of green,
onee more looked up in the blue and fathomless
skies. And mow God set or sppointed two great
lights, or, as it may be more properly translated,
light-bearers, or lamps ; the greater te rule or
give laws to the day, the lesser to preside over
the night. It seems most likely that the preseat
relations of these two luminsries with the earth
\were then fixed, and that the climate,  seasons,
days, tides, ote., of the present earth, differ eon-
siderably from those of the former periods. Bo
mighty & work as this might well ocenpy a whele
day snd night—the fourth ; but enee more I re-
peat, that no valid reason can be given why s
lengthened period of many thosssnd years, or
even of one thousand, should be desmed to have
been oecapied in this work of placing or regu-

W.Mb‘bmd lating the luminaries which new divide our days

from our vights.

The habitation of man was now prepared for
hims, in all the beauty in which we at present be-
hold it. But before he is called to assume his
place, a long procession ef inferior creatures is to
enter. Those which we deem the meanest take
the lead ; just as, sccording to geology, in the
pre-adamite periods, life first showed itself in
molluses and radists (shell-fish and star-flsh),
then in fishes, them in birds, and lastly, in the
beasts of the earth. In a similar order, God
causes them to appear on the presemt oceasion.
It is not said, except in the case of whales, that
God created them.” The command is, * Let the
earth bring forth ;” “ Let the earth bring forth ;"
and, il agreement with this, geelogy tells us,
that many of these crestures had existed in form-
er periods of the earth’s histery. As to the
manner of their re-appearance, and of the en-
largement of different species by numereus new
ereatures, 1 do not wish to ssy saything. Imere-
ly remark, that when fishes, birds, and beasts
are introduced, many of which had existed long
ages before, the writer distinguishes, and does
not represent God as ereating them; bat only
calling them forth.

The fifth day thus peoples the ses, and “ the
open firmament of hesven.” The sixth opens
with the peopling of the earth, by the ealling
forth and forming the beasts of the earth, and
the ereeping things. The earth is now completely
supplied with all its various tribes; and men
alone the ruler of them all, is wasting, As his
erowning work, in the remaining pertion of the
sixth dey, God ereates man, in his own image,
sad commands to him * the dominion over (he

f )

hvo.niati‘th.nibhplm.lhovindty.&']lmn aow ; but things are in.bphnbhm-:hhofdw sea, and over the fow! of the air, and
eagerness of our dear Matameras, his tall figure, | dition, nor is there hope of permasent n.cnd-:’onrnerp living thing that movet!

earth.” He then looks upon every thing that b
hath made, * and behold, it was very g
He ceases from his work on the seventh d
and sanctifies that seventh day, for man’s use a
for his own glory, for evermore. )
This whole narrative is to me fall of beauty, ¢!
glory, and of majesty. 1 ean conceive of nc thing
more God-like. There is no haste ; but there is
at every step Divine power. It bas been truly
said, that “ God could have created the whole
universe in & moment.” But, to his intelligent
creatures, this majestic, deliberate progress mor:
fully exhibits his power and his glory. Btep by
step, day by day,—each morniog bringing forth
some new manifestation of goodness and
might,—the glorious work procer de. A dark
ohaotic mass receives the light ; the vapours ar
drawn upward and formed into beautiful clouds,
sailing about the newly-formed expanse; the
earth uprises and the seas retire into their beds:
grass, herbage, and trees spring up; th 3
tribes begin to people the seas and rnvers
birds of heaven sail joyfully over the exn
the beasts of the field come forth ; and last of
man, in God’s own image, takes his place as ap
pointed ruler of the whole. Well might *“the
morning stars sing together, and all the sons of
God shout for joy.” Well might man himsell
exelaim, “ O Lord! how excellent is thy name in
all the earth ! who hlp! set '.h_\ glory above the
heavens: Whet is man, that thou art mindful of
him, or the son of man that thou so regardest
him? The splendid beauty of this narrative,
just as it is, is almost overpowering ; and 1 won-
der at, as well as pity the man who, upon somé
ignorant quibbles abput “ light” and “ the firma-
ment,” oan build the absurd notion that the whole
is the dream or * speculation of some early Coper-
niens er Newtor, who devised a scheme of the
earth’s formation, as nearly as he might, in ac-
eonrdance with his own observations.” A scepti-
cal writer has truly said, that “ none but a Jesus
could have imagined such a character as that of
Jesus ;” and I repeat the same thought when 1
say, that none could have described the six days
work detailed in the first chapter of Gensis, cx-
eopt that Divine Spirit who himself conducted
that work.

Men to be Honored.

Two men [ honor, and no third. First, the
toil-worn crafteman, that, with earth-made im-
plement, Jaboriously conquers the earth, and o
makes her man’s. Venerable to me is the hard
band; crooked, coarse ; wherein, notwithstanding,
liss » cunning virtue, indefeasibly royal,’ as of
the scepter of this planet. Venerable, too, is the
rugged face, all weather-tanned, besoiled, with
its rude intelligence ! for it is the face of a man
living manlike. Ohy bus thesghore Yénerable for
thy rudeness, bnd everr because! we miisg ipity a-
well as love thee ! Hardly entfested brother !
For us was thy back so bent, for us were thy
straight limbs and fingers so deformed. Thou
wert our conseript on whom the lot fell, and
fighting our battles wert so marred. For in
thee, t00, lay a God-created form, but it was not.
to be unfelded ; encrusted must it stand with the
thick adhesions and defacements of labor; and
thy body, like thy soul, was not to know freedom.
Yet toil on, toil on ; thow art in thy duty, be out
of it who may ; thou toilest for the altogether in-
dispensable, for daily bread.

A second man 1 honor, and still more highly ;
him who is seen toiling for the spirituality indis-
pensable, not daily bread, but the bread of life.
Is mot he too in his duty; endeavoring t®ward
inward omy ; revealing this by act or by
word, h all his outward endeavors, be they
high or low? Highest of all when his outward
and his inward behavior are one ; when he can
namé him artist; not earthly eraftsman only, bat
inspired thinker, that with heaven-made imple
ment eonquers heaven for us. If the poor and
humble toil that we have food, must not the high
and glorious toil for him, in return, that he havo
light and guidance, freedom, immortality ? Thes:
two, in all their d!‘m I honor ; all €lse is chaff
and dust, which let the wind blow whither |
listeth.

Unspeakably toaching is it, however, when |
find both dignities united ; and he that must toil
outwardly for the lowest of man’s wants is also
toiling inwardly for the highest. Bublimer in
this world know I mothing than a peasant saint,
oould such now anywhere be met with. Such »
one will take three back to Nazareth itself ; thou
wilt see the splendor of heaven spring forth from
the bumblest depths of earth, like a light snin
ing in a great darkness. It is not because of Lis
toils that I lamer.t for the poor man. We must
all toil or steal (howsoever we name our stealing)
which is worse. No faithful workman finds his
task s pastime. The poor is hungry and athirst;
but for him also there is food and driuk. He i«
heavy-laden and weary, but for him also the
heavens send sieep, and of the deepest. In bis
smoky erib a clear, dewy heaven of rest envolves
him, sad fitful glitterings of cloud-skirted
dreams. But what I do mourn over is that the
lamp of bis soul should go out; that no ray of
heavenly or even of earthly knowledge should
visit him ; but only, in the haggard darkness, like
to speeters, Fear and Indignation. Alas ! while
the body stands so broad and brawny, must the
soul lie blinded, dwarfed, stupefied, almost an-
nihilated? Alas! was this too a breath of God ;
bestowed in heaven, but on earth never to be un-
folded ? That there should one man die ignorant
who had capasity for knowledge, this 1 call o
tragedy, were it to happen more than twenty In
the minute, as by some computations it does. -
Carlyle.
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The Hot-house System of Educa-
tion.

1y,

Let parents be warned against the modern
hot-house course of education pursuéd in many
schools. Teacher or parent, be warned against
wishing to see your pupil or son @ gemi: You
will be quite as likely in the end to see him an
idiet, or to follow him to 8 prema
Moql children need holding back rather
thian spurring on- An early developement of
the mental powers is wholly unnecessary, even
if children are design: ed for scholars. Almost all
our scholars graduate from ocollege (oo early.
Their bodies are injured by too mach study
early life; and their educaion is comparatively
worthless to what it would be, it they graduated
soveral yoars latter. They usually verify the old

ture grave. All
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