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that power with infinite wisdon and divine benevo- |comparative anatomy of the human frame—the rela-
lence, we see, from the preceding facts, no proof of | lations among parts of Creation—or even the struc-
error or delusion in chronological data : but striking |ture of a single leat—or the microscopic wonders ot
evidence of the wisdom of the Divine Being, who, |the insect tribes—we should have been led out far be-
foreseeing in the after ages of the world, what would{yond our present scheme, or what should be devoted
be the provision, necessary for the prosecution of sci- | to nothing less than an entire course of’ lectures - we
entific research, and for the carrying on the designs of | have, for this reason, carcfully avoided detail.
'trt, (his power being commcnsurate with his wisdom)| Who can look at the invznitulde of Creation, with-
supplied in the beginning, by the exercise of his crea-{out feeling that the field of our perception is narrow
tive energy, the immense, and yet unexplored reser-!and limitelin lead? ‘The fukther science has advanc-
voirs, in the bowels of the earth, so requisite for our"vd, the more has the mind been awed at the vastness
present and future wants; and who has ever since, of the association, at the grundenr of the subject it~
by the laws of nature, (carried on in an uninterrupted |sclf; even the philosophic Newton fou.d that the fur-
and continued process,) furnished the materials of in-ther he progressed, the mere insignificant his eflirts
creasing supply, so necessury for the wants of suc-|appeared ; and he was wont to compare himself ¢+ to
ceeding generations, a child gathering pebbles on the sea shere.” ~But st:ll
We conclude this part of the Lccture, by a quota- it is a noble endeavour to attempt to throw —
tion from Dr. Dick. In answer to the question, ad- o PaBt o e e o e s
dressed by the Almighty to Job—* Where wast thou However inadequate our minds may be, then, to grasp
when I laid, the foundation of the earth : declare if|p,;, subject; yet, this is no reason why we should not
thou hast understanding ” Dr. Dick says—- strive to attain a greater insight : unt into the myste.
“Our philosophers do not pretend to have been pre- j ries of the future, but into the creative designs of Pro-
sent when the earth was founded : but they professto yjjence, and the wisdom of the various contrivances
show us how it was made ; and that a much longer| o0 e hig skill.
period was necessary to form its rocks, and its stratn, |  ()no of the autharsof the Bridgewater Treatices
than the Scriptures assign. ‘Thus puny mortals, with iy g ()¢ following heautiful veficetions on this subyeet ¢
a spark of intellect, and a moment for observation,| . [ 5 impossible ty couceive thut this enormous
during which they may take a basty glance ata fev expenditure of power, this vast accumulation of con
superficial appearances, and follow the faint and de-| rivunces and machivery, this profusion of existence,
ceitful light of reason, wander along in the mazes of| Laytting from them, can thus, from age to are, by
error and uncertainty,—at the same tinie their theo- prodigally lavished, without some ultevior end.
ries are different ; what one builds up, another de-} «, man, the favoured ereature of noture’s bounty,
stroys : while, amidst the conflict of opinions, the| e ¢ paragon of animals,” whose spirit holls commu-
parrative of Moses stands unmoved,—like the rock{ i,y with celestial pawers,—forae ., hut to perish with
amidst the waves, resting on the solid basis of all the ha «wreck of bis bodily frame # Are gencrations after
proofs, by which the genuinencss and authenticity of generations of his race dvmed t follow in endlees
his writings are demonstrated. ¢ From the endless| g ccession, rolling darkly down the stream of tune,
discordance in opiniens,” says a learned Professor,| i leaving no track in its pathless ocenn ¢ Are the
‘ from the manifest inadequacy of the data we are at| o ,cations of Almighty power to el v ith the present
present in possession of, und from the physical imp.os- scene > May we not discein i thedypiritual cor-
sibilities, which must for ever be a bar to any thing|ciirurion of man, the traces of higher powers, to
more than asuperficial knowledge of the earth’s struc-| which, those whick he now possesses are but prepar.-
ture—it is preposterous to suppose, that that high de-yy4ry 2 some embryo ficultics which rui_«‘ e uhove
gree of moral evidence, on which the credibility of; this earthly habitation ? g.[ we e ot in the .-
Scripture rests, can, with any justice, be weakened by | yation, a power, but Litle i hgrn'l"”_-\f waith th i
our interpretation of phenomena, the connexion of ters of our boulily argans ; and !n.'x;;u::" '-\:Vl'uu :
WhiCh, among themselves even, we ccrminly are nt‘V;l‘W purer condittons ol hemer oot from e -

present, and probably ever shall be, incapable of’ ex~|gions of vur sen.ee, and the iirnties off cur P,"“'h;'
our clevation to whic . w lleve s Il prove, that all

plaining* X
Thbe above remarks have not been made, with the|}ose ynsatiated Josires o &
slightest intention of undervaluing the present el.,.vnz.i ardont Ml,?;m,;,,,“ \nﬁ,,r .
«d position, or the successful and valuable '"""f”%’"“#c(l o e il Vali “|-l‘:"'.~- e Las T .
tions of philosophy and science : we place the l!lg!li,'sl: sated to us, from a l,,:_,‘,n,-.‘ I T Y nly
value on these pursuits, and aim ouly to unite ‘hc;lighl ) puide our .ﬁ.l'.n-.:.';_r :
principles so long disjoined ; viz., true ﬁclcnuﬁr Fe- {unting spirits in ”“.s daok aind ,
wearch, and the principles of our commoun Christia- iny those truthe, which, st o |
Tknow, giving to moraliy higher o

et umd o thiess
AR TR (IR TUINTIR 1 &

Py v et '.'

ot ot
i Crchy, revedd-
PRRRTRNTS BT BTN
crtoons, el sating
‘ot then

nity. '
‘ Lour hopes, sud our affections to 1 ler

We now come, in the prosecution of our alrcady ?g- el et
timated intention, to notice the ultimate design und lﬂ-. .

cention of the whole : and we do this the more relue- (h.'nngn" sl s
tanty, because we are convinced, thfut we have far .Such sentiren 4.all it bl
(rom adequately illustrated the subjcct itself : but had|vidual, aud especinlly « . .

4 nt dtu‘ce“d‘ld > ks ¢ ] e Xro i=
we, a8 We remar ktd 8! lhe co HIIIUIC(:D)C ) hlb[ln_( unLisull W l”l lhc e we trace ”, ( )
) S

to bhe e..flm.n.ﬂloﬂ Or .“y '“)gle 10- mat! ’n—’sult. ~be dt” v,

belong to earth, and inspiring e

ing and praise.”’
. T
Liese, are enno! liig tu the judi-

. ' Ly o ¥ ’ '
in the crectve noudeis Wil suirout 4 Us, 48




