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(bat power with infinite wisdom and divine benevo­
lence, we see, from the preceding facts, no proof of | 
error or delusion in chronological data : but striking 
evidence of the wisdom of the Divine Being, who, 
foreseeing in the after ages of the world, what would 
be the provision, necesiary for the prosecution of sci­
entific research, and for the carrying on the designs of 
art, (his power being commensurate with Ills wisdom) 
supplied in the beginning, by the exercise of his crea-

comparative anatomy of the human frame—the rvla- 
lations among parts of Creation—or even the struc­
ture of a single leaf—or the microscopic wonders of 
the insect tribes—we should have been led out far be 
yond our present scheme, or what should be devoted 
to nothing less than an entire course of lectures we 

I have, for this reason, carefully avoided detail.
Who ran look at the m ignilu le of Creation, wnh- 

out feeling tint the field of our perception is narrow
live energy, the immense, and yet unexplored reser- j and limited in Iced ? The fuHher sriemc Ins advnne 
voirs, in the bowels of the earth, so requisite for our Jed, the more has the mind been awed tit the rastnes»
present and future wants ; and who has ever since, 
by the laws of nature, (carried on in an uninterrupted 
and continued process,) furnished the materials of in­
creasing supply^ so necessary for the wants of suc­
ceeding generations.

We conclude this part of the Lecture, by a quota­
tion from Dr. Dick. In answer to the question, ad­
dressed by the Almighty to Job—“ Where wnst thou 
when I laid, the foundation of the earth : declare if 
thou hast understanding ?” Dr. Dick says—

“ Our philosophers do not pretend to have been pre­
sent when the earth was founded : but they profess to 
show us how it was made ; and that a much longer 
period was necessary to form its rocks, and its strata, 
than the Scriptures assign. Thus puny mortals, with 
11 spark of intellect, and a moment for observation, 
during which they may take a hasty glance at a few 
superficial appearances, and follow the faint and de­
ceitful light of reason, wander along in the mazes ofj 
error and uncertainty,—at the same time their theo­
ries are different ; what one builds up, another de­
stroys : while, amidst the conflict of opinions, the 
narrative of Moses stands unmoved,—like the rock 
amidst the waves, resting on the solid basis of all the 
proof», by which the genuineness and authenticity ofj 
his writings are demonstrated. ‘ From the endless 
discordance in opinions,’ says a learned Professor,
* from the manifest inadequacy of the data we arc at 
present in possession of, and from the physical impos­
sibilities, which must for ever be a bar to any thing 
more than a superficial knowledge of the earth’s struc­
ture—it is preposterous to suppose, that that high de-

present, and probably ever shall be, incapable of ex­
plaining.* ”

The above remarks have not been made, with the

of the association, at the grandeur of the subject it­
self ; even the ‘ ‘ Newton foe id that the fur­
ther he progressed, the mere insignificant bis eflort» 
appeared ; and he was wont to compare himself •• to 
a child gathering pebbles on the sea shore." But still 
it is a noble endeavour to attempt to throw—

“ A r»v of light in lh:» lermie UnuJr,
To point lu wmi the j;oo<iii«rwi of ht» <iod."

However inadequate our minds may be, then, to grasp 
this subject; yet, this is no reason why we should not 
strive to attain a greater insight : not into the myste­
ries of the future, but into the creative designs of Pro­
vidence, nnd the wisdom of the various contrivances 
that mark his skill.

One of the authors of the Bridge water Treatises 
has the following beautiful reflections on ti n subject •

*• It is impossible to conceive that this enormous 
expenditure of power, this vast accumulation of con 
trivanccs and machinery, this profusion of existence, 
resulting from them, can thus, from age to age, bu 
prodigally lavished, without some uln-ricir end.

“Is man, the favoured creature of n hire's bounty, 
the 1 paragon of animals,’ w hose spirit holds commu­
nion with celestial power», — forme , but to perish w ith 
the wreck of his bodily frame ? Are generations niter 
generations of his race d mined t > fidloiv in endless 
succession, rolling darkly down (lie stream of time, 
and leaving no track in its pathless ocean : Are the 
operations of Almighty power to nil v iib the present 
scene ? May we riot discern in l Inspirit mil con­
stitution of man, the traces of higher powers, to 
which, those which h- now pm--esses are but prepara­
tory ? some embryo ficulti- s which raise v< aboie

1 this earthly habitation ? Hive we not in tin1 lllMg.-

i nation, a power, hut 1 ;. : I • i , h rrriooy n ilb t *1 fut

ters of our bodily organ- ; and In itigii g ".Mil n 11 our

view purer conditions of ICIII '. • .i n a from 1 i ■ i ! !. i -
sions of our sen.-e», nnd t in it:lir ■ uties < f eur vii.m,

our elevation to w'im ' w II ev. . •i:.!!;. ; .n vc, hat all
these unsati.iH'd iV sir*-- i 1* . >• ' r 1 - r uni . tl.c-u

ardent aspirations after nn • r . i " e 1 i v. nit n I'1 irit"

eil in us in vain '■ 11 p;> ■!_, . tl, I. 1 br-l: v . II. b-

sated to us, from a higher - ,... . * y . - ' ' 1 ■ ..-t;ly

light ;■> guide our faiteli üg " i ."■i 1 i i ■ our
principles so lung disjoined; viz., true scientific rc-'feim,;„g j„ fl,}, da.k and
«march, and the principles of our common Christia-I jn? those truth», which, it un;

highernity. j know, giving to morality
VVc now come, in the prosecution of our already in-, our hopes, mid our a flections to r 

timated intention, to notice the ultimate design undiq-J belong to earth, and inspiring tin

• - ;vii, ri vc d- 
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tention of the whole : and we do this the more reluc-j t!nn«g.v i.»g and praise.
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