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In Advanced Years

The strength and pure blood neces-
sary to resist the effects of cold seasons
are given by Hood’s Sarsaparilla.

¢ have for the last 25 years of my life
been complaining of a weakness of the
lungs and colds in the head, sspecially in

the winter.

to try it.

tle with good results,
that I have not epent a winter as free from

Last fall I wasegain attacked.
Reading of Hood’s Sarsaparilla I was led | genealog
Iam now taking the fifth bot-
I can positively say
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|
coughs or pains and difficult breathing : Sir Michael Pendragon was, as we |country neighbors, vet the white-
spells for the last 25 years as was last win- | have said, the last male representative haired old man and his beautiful
ter. Tcen lle down end slcep all night | of the family in itsdirect line, for there daughter were universally regarded
without eny annoyance from cough or ;wa.s a collateral branch of which we with pity and respect
ain in the lungs or asthmat!c difficulty.” |¢pal) speak presently. A widowed and Among these neighbors was one
{

Hood’s Sarsaparilla

Is the Only

True Blood Purifier

Prominently in the public eye today.
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\ CHAPTER L
i1 MERYLIN AND ITS NEIGHBORS

|
’ +
| Somewhere on the southern coast of

| Merylin, part of which claims an an-
[tiquity reaching back to the times be

| fore the Conquest.
[ period when our story opens, to the last
| representative of a very ancient family,

?rrom either Norman or Saxon robbers,
boasted the rare distinction of descent
[ from a stock of untainted British blood.
| The Pendragons of Merylin claimed, in

|

that hero as something little short of
! the crime of lese-majeste.
| purpose, however, to inflict on our
readers any pages from the Pendragon
and we shall only com-
municate so much of the family history
as is necessary for the comprehension
of our narrative.

melaucholy man, he lived among his
woods and towers with
| Aur his only daughter and sole
surviving child. He had lost his last
|son, the pride and joy of his heart,
about six years before the commence-
ment of our story, under circumstances
which had shed over his life the gloom,
{ not merely of bereavement, but of dis

aucestral

Zrace ;
the additional sorrow of knowing that
he should be laid among
of his ancestors the lir

[Cornwall there stands the old Castle of
It belonged, at the

| which, scorning to trace its lineage

fact, to be descended from King Arthur
bimself, and would have regarded any
doubt cast on the historic character of

t is not our

and he had, what to him was

the g
f the | thoug

7. JEROME'S COLLEGE, |00 i tatrad Poudragons,” as they

the Pendragons of Merylin was bardly
surprising. Perhaps it did not with
them assume its very narrowest and
most repulsive form, for it was blended
with a love of nobleness, not of birth
alone, but of character,  But possibiy
on this very account it was more insid-
ious, and it was cherished by its pos-
sessors rather as a virtue than a weak-
ness. The point of honor had come to |
be regarded among them with some-
thing that must needs be called idol-
atry : and truth, courage and fidelity
to be esteemed scarcely so much as
boing the virtues becoming a Christian
gentleman, as because they were held
to be the hereditary appanage of a
Pendragon. If this were so, however,
the pride had been severely chastised
in the present generation : and those
who saw Sir Michael Pendragon, with
his bowed head and snowy hair, well
knew that he had been smitten down
less by an accumulation of temporal
losses than by the blot on his family
escutcheon. In his daughter he found
whatever earthly solace remained to
him. Aurelia lived for her father,
and had accepted as her vocation the
task of soothing the evening of his sad
life; and though since their troubles
they had mixed but little with their

family whose members, from various
causes, had come be admitted to closer
intimacy with the inmates of the castle
than was enjoyed by others of higher
rank than themselves. The Hough
tons of Laventor Manor belonged 0 a
modest class of gentry, and made vo
to anything more distin -
ey  Houghton, the
present squire, could have given a
good account of his grandfather, and
his grandfather's grandfather:

h the Houghtons could
heir squiredom througha

> thil

thel

eyes of a good many people by his
wealth and bis good fortune. The
wealth had been acquired by the mer-
cantile success of his father, and in-
creased by his own lucky speculations ;
whilst the good foilune was maini-
fested, not only by the result of these
speculations, but by the entrance which
Mr. Holmes Abbott had somehow ob-
tained into what is popularly kuown
as ‘‘good society,” and his further suc-
cess in winning the hand of Lady
Annabel Wyvern, a daughter of the
Earl of Snowdon. This alliance, be-
tween wealth on the one hand and
noble birth and great connections on
the other, was thoroughly satisfactory
to both parties concerned. Holmes
Abbott was well content to leave in his
wife's experienced hands the steerage
of his domestic barque, and her con-
duct of the helm] proved s> judicious
thatte found himself pleasantly floated
into certain aristocratic circles whither
his unassisted efforts, and even his
ample revenue, would not easily have
admitted him. So the Holmes -Abbotts
spent that portion of the year in the
metropolis which is due from all per-
sunages who, in the judgment of the
world, deserve to be considered as any-
body : and during the wintry months,

when they came down to Swinburne,
they contrived to make their country
residence as little like country seclu-
sion as a suce
and

ssion of entertainments
distinguished

the reception of
sts could render it. ILady Anna-
ambition was to render it the
civilized centre, so to speak, of the
neighberhood Had the family at
Marylin been what it once was, it
would probably have claimed, by posi-
tion in the social scale, to have taken
the lead in that section of the Cornish
world. Asit was, there wasno rivalry
to be feared from the Pendragons, and
the Abbotts of Swinburne Park were
generally recognized as the first people
of consequence within a radius of

1ty miles.

the second page, he handed it to his
sister, with a woful expression of
countenance, ejaculating as he did so,
“ Isn't it horrid 2"
 What is horrid, dear Geff?” said
Gertrude, coming behind her sister,
and reading the letter over her
shoulder, ** an invitation to dine and
sleep at the Park, to-morrow? I
shouldn't call that horrid atall. You'll
have the best of dinners, and the best
of society ; what can you desire more "
“ Best of dinners, indeed,” growled
Geoffrey, ** French kickshaws, one
don't know the name of, with a flunky
grinning at you behind your chair ;
and as to society, it's all German
counts and Cabinet Ministers. I pre-
fer eating my own mutton among my
equals.”
“ Really, Geoffrey,” said his sister,
¢ to listen to you one would think you
had been brought up among the Ojibe-
ways. Considering the pains Mary
bestows upon you, you certainly don't
do her credit.”
“ You must always let Geoffrey bave
his grow! out,” said Rodolph. ‘‘ You
will see when he has said one or two
more spiteful things about the
German counts he will resign himself
to his fate, and accept her ladyship’s
hospitality like a true-born Britou.
Besides, Julian Wyvern's presence will
gild the pill.”

““That is true,” said Geoffrey :
“ Julian will weigh against a dozen
or two of distinguished foreigners, so I
suppose I must do it.’
‘4 Of course,” said Mary ; *‘ so pro-
ceed to write your acceptance with a
good grace.” She placed the writing
materials before him, lingering by his

style and execution,
““Tam glad Mr. Wyvern is in the
neighborhood again,” said Gertrude :
*“ of course he is more or less mad, but
of all lunatics the most entertaining.
“‘Mad perhaps is rather too sever:
said Mrs. Houghton, *‘but cer-

side to superintend the completion of
the note, and satisfy hersell as to its

—
different track from the world a: |,
perhaps it is a nobler one, e L
Rudolph shrugged hiz shoulda
“ It may be 80,” he said ; | “f‘.‘:,':
the common road contents my m'd
¥ vulgay

ambition.”
In the portrait of Julian Wyya,
which Beresford had .sl;wu,lw.l"-h,,l,fl
was just that amount of truth Wl“\‘,h'i"
to be found in a caricature ; by «IH::
all caricatures, it possessed no m(?
likeness Neither was good \g‘a_'
Houghton's appreciation of hep ;qr"
brilliant friend more correct whey IL

called him ‘‘all things by turns ang

nothing long.” Had Julian heey
questioned, he would, perhaps, haye

said that he never followed but one g}
ject all his life.  Almost from his cmdvj..
he had found stamped on his imagiy,.
tion an ideal of what was great and
noble, and he sought for its rea ,:t“‘r’u
as he grew to manhood, and fouyq it
nowhere. Its absence perplexed apg
for a time saddened him. ['or whas
was original in him was not 5o mye
the possession of a noble ideal —3 mmf
he held in common with a vast number
of persons who never in practice gz
above their native littleness—it wgs
that, far from resting content with the
theory of greatness, he was always
seeking to carry his theories int
action. So soon as he came to under
stand that the world set itself iy the
precisely opposite direction. then it be.
came equally clear to him that th,
world and he must part company
he threw off the bondage of its ¢
tional restrictions, with a boldnes:
which in some degree laid him open ¢
the charge of eccentricity. \Why
should it be considered extravagant or
ridiculous to carry priuciples ,”‘l-‘
practice Julian had no power to com-
prehend. If St. Martin of Tours
held in veneration for cut
2loak in half to clothe a beggar
fifth century, he failed to see
English gentleman should

and

nven

» a | wanting in common sense
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