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Which Shall It Be,

[A rich man who had no children proposed
to his poor - cighbor, who had seven, to take | lamb,
one of them, and promised, if the parents

ped his b's like a true-born Englishman,
and said his say withinfinite frankness and
modesty —g very lamb in the hide of the
“There is nothing to conceal about

|
|

is N ) Y, F e is
would consent, that he would give them this ¢ tate, and 1] nl.fn( know I||.|.¥ i
woperty enough to make themselves and | wuch to tell,” he said, as soon as | Lad

helr other six children comfortuble for 1ife

Which shall it be? Which shall it he?
1 looked at John, John looked at me,
And when I found that I must speak,
My voice seemed strangely low and weak;
“Tell me again what Robert said ;»
And then I, listening, bent my head

This is his letter:

YT will give
sand land whi you shall live,
If in retur +, from ont your seven,
Onechild to me for aye is given,’

I looked at John's old garments worn:
I thought of all that he had born:
Of poverty, and worlk, and caye,
Which I, though willing, could not share:
I thought of seven young mouths to feed,
Of seven little children’s need,

And then of this,

“Come, John,” said 1,
"We'll choose among them as they lie
Asleep,” So, walking hand in hand,
Dear john and I surveyed our band ;
First to the eradle lightl ~'h-']'l"'l|.
Where Lillan, the baby, slep
Softly the father stopped to lay
His rough hand down in a loving way,
When dream or whisper made her stir,
And huskily he said, * Not her "

We stooped heside the trundle hed

And onc long ray of lamplight shed

Athwart the boyish faces there,

In sleep so beautitul and fair,

I saw o0 Jamos' rough, red eheek

Al tideied,  Ere John could speak,
s bmt a baby, too,” said I,

And kissed him as we hurried by,

Pale, patient Robhie’ 1 fuce

Still in his sleep hore suflering’s trace:

“No, for a thousand erowns not him '

He whispered, while our eyes were dim.

Poor Dick ! bad Dick ! our way ward son
Turbulent, restless, idle one

Could he be sparcd? Nav, he who
Bade us befriend him to the grave:
Only a motlhi
Patient enough for such as he;

CAnd so," said John, “ T wonld not dare
To take him trom her bedside prayer,”

Then stole we softly up above,

And knelt by Mary, ehild of love,
*erhaps for her 't would better be,"

I sald to John, Quite silently

He lifted up a curl that lay

Across her cheek ina willtul way,

And shiook his head

The while my heart b

b audibly

Only one move, our eldest lad,

Trusty and truthiu 1 and glad
So like his father,
I cannot, will not, let him
And so we wrote, in ¢
We conld not give one child
rward toi
W that «f which we ¢
ruth that not on
d from its a
il toy
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THE SUFFERING
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t for the pu

ith a twi

Itisa

public

that T have

mnmersed myself onee more in the clowds
of wist and misery under which Mr.

Nathaunicl
dr

Buckley’ muntain antry

their weay lives along, 8

and wrong, and dismay to richt and left
and frout of me, wherever |

for exposure. A haggard-looking man
wa
ere yoesterday morn
down to In
cighteen miles of road du
besecch me: “F

and s
ma g land
the county Limerick).  “We will show
yvou 15 bad as ever you saw in
Skehea " is the refrain of dozens of
invitations which pour in upon we here,
there, and everywhere, [ was all but
threatened if 1 should leave the distriet
without visiting a certain estate in the
Dungarver
that o
Kerry to

¢ the

n the merey of Go i
we have got for

Mleaguesis h urying into

voice to these inarticulate

dumh which are begiuning to

aflright itest hiearts in Iverach,
How, then, has it fared with our old

friends sines last stood together, y

P
reader, and 1, in this ampitheatre of e
and scouling mtains!  Has time pluck
out oronly ageravated their root
How any have go
—how many dropped out of their dreary

)

ITow
down in the night ?

osing race against merciless natu and
move el smen?  One familiar figure,
who, in b il the risk and brunt,
bore more than his share of the odium of
deeds in rich he was only the hardy min-
ister, has  disappeaved after a trugale
worthy of a better can Public opinion
has trivmphed at long last where blu r-
busses failed.
MR, PATTEN BRID

has raised th disbanded hiz police-

‘, o
virtuous seeiusion
11 addiess to him
st prayer | ever
vas “God forgiy
him ! Patrollism disay peared with Liim
The volice tax was lifted off the peaple’s
shoulders, The iron hut, which used to
fortify the back door of Galtee Castle. is
away 1 Connemara,
THE NEW AGENT

In order to break through the crust of
things—to learn whether the increased
and revalued rvents, of which the world
has heavd so muck, have heen insisted
npon, whether they have heen paid, and,
if so, with what vesult to the tenants—-I
made it my first business toseck enl
cnment at its source by a visit to (alt
Castle, where Mi, Patten Bridge’s succes-
sor, Mr. Collicr, has been for the past
twelve months installe The place was
no longer an intrenched « unp to he
proached with watchwords, 1 did
knock at the hall door, of old, like
summons to a fortress, with the feelir
being covered by the muzzles of the
rison’s rifles.  The bailiff, who used to )
its guardian Cerberus, was nowhere to In
seen. In fact the door stood wide open
-the Galtec aple of Junus, unlike the
Roman, being an emblem of peace when
it is open, and a sign of blunderbusses in
the aiv when it is barved. T was ushered
into a tiny hexangular drawing-room in
pink and gold, underneath whose windows
surged a noble Alpine landseape of tossing
groves, and brawling streams, and painted
mountains, While | sat pondering, how
many a troublous day and month M.
Bridge must have looked out upon thos
\\‘]li~jll‘li‘-kj._’ \\'nml\l.u||||~.n1y‘|\\nnwi«-ling]w\\
it would affect one’s relish for s enery to
e an assassin lurking hehind every
tree, the new agent came into the room
a tall, slight

DELICATE YOUNG FRELLOW

of four-and-twenty or thereabouts, with
a soft voice and an amiable smile, and a |
~omething like a hoyish blush, who drop-

men, and retived
of Roscrea. The f
was a bonfive, and the

heard wafted after him

1

J | explained my business, Ther

Nay, love, not thee,”

OF MR. NATIANIEL BUCK-

plaguing the

s 18

it for lack of plenty of other scenes of loss,
ool ¢

¢o clamoring
awaiting me in the hall of my hotel
i \\}MH I came

fast, who had travelled
it to

it of Dullawn Bog!™ (in

hiborhood, and I am aware |

{ what is conan

are wretch
el cases here and there, I dare Sity, as yon
can pick pick out—wretched cases any-
where if you go te look for them; and I
uppose we have not escaped bad potatoes

and late oats any more than the rest of |

the l':ml;ixn-; but there is a great deal of
xaggeration going, 1 am told the people
are a great deal more comfortable thau
| they seem.”  Was this opinion based on
any knowledge of his own?  “Indeed, no;

l I cannot say that I know much about the |

| tenantry myself.  The fact 15, | only came
1 here in Bridge’s time, in delicate healtl,
| for the benefit of the mountain air,” Then
| the increased rents had doubtless been en.
forced?  “Oh, certainly.”  And had been
actually paid?  “Well, yes, 1 think so.
They have paid np o very punctually,”
Arrears and all? “Arears and all, Ther
is only one man out of the whole prop

[ erty that we can get nothing out of.” |

( Even this vear had not staguered them!?
“Well, you know it is only now we are he
ginning to get into this year's
| were noticed for last Thu
had, no doubt, come in accordinuly?
that is to say fairly. Mr. Buckley ha
announced that he will mak:
A REDUCTION,
I am wrong in calling it a reduction, I
mean that he will forgive O per cent. thi
{ haif year upon rents of farmsin the vall v
| and 20 pe

rale; they
" And

cent on the mountains, an

Mt ]
that appears to have gioen great satisfac-
| tion.” "With this remission, then, My,

| Buckley thought the holdings would
well worth the added rents? “To show
you that the people think so themselyes,
at all events, the interest in a farm of
twenty acres at Glenacunnell, one of the
best abused townlands on the property,
was sold lately, and althongh upon the
revaluation the rent was increased (I

believe) 60 per cent, and it w s saddled |

with repayment of a building-loan hesides,
| the tenant got £300 for hiz interc t.
Mind, I do not say at all that it was w.
it, but the purchaser wust have thouy
$0.”  (Of this fact, which i unquestion
able, 1 have no explanation to offer, an
move than why people on the brink of

ahysses are sontetim impelled to jump in

It is the ve y ees asy of madness, Nobody
in the world pretends it is business). In
voint of fact, then. the tenants | viped

out theirarrcars, and ac pred their rents,
and all the old ferment and fierceness had
died out for evermore! “Oh ! quite.  Of
course 1 cannot divine what may be in
the minds of the people, perhaps they do
not tell me all that they think, but they
| avpear to be erfectly respectful and sat
isfied, and while My, Buckley was her
several times this year he was received
with the greatest cordiality everywhere,”

The very first tenant whose house 1
entered, not a stone’s throw from the
castle gate, owed three yea'’s rent,
besides the aceruing gale. He had been |
a tenant since the land Land Company |
purchased the place, and had never once
been six months in arrear until, five years |
, his rent was raised from £11 to £20
which last figure was reduced upon a
resurvey of his farm to £16). He |
the increased rent for one year “withe
w oor clamper,” and then, for the
time, he sank into

A SLOUGH OF DEBT,

in which he has been floundering de per
and deeper, ever since,  Mr. Bucklev
readily acknowledged his honest character
but to his remoustrances against  th
inereased rent, replied: “ What Larm is the
mereased rentdoing you when you are
not paying it: “But it i just because 1|

3

tn uot paying it, and will never be able | 4

pay it that all the strength and conrage

i me ont of me,” was the mournful |
commentary of the tenant. He was |
nailed to a bed of sickness mere |
weakness  when 1 eall d, «h  the [
precions hours of sunshine were going t
waste around me.  His wife (described to
i ne of the neatest and mest hard
working housewives on the proy

barely able to totter about the ¢

her hand pressed to her head t know
what is coming over me,”

, Jor litde child Jooked syn

mto her face and kissed ler, * v

o over e, but
cowld trembling in every bone of 1y
body.” T think I know what was col

over them bothy and I dave to ayit,

IT \ HUNGER,
or, what is as ba hunger, unwholesome
food.  She hast |

edge gratefally 1l
of ludian meal, I
properly boiled |

{ for the lasin ] has heen eate
without milk, the one litle «
ing to the family having
eldest daughter, too, co (
and her elothing delicat y from view, per
haps to conceal that finery with which
landlord orators have taunted the farer”
danghiters,  “We have heen her
these three-and-twe nty vears in he
said the woman of the house, ]
time we never had £1 to spave beyond
what paid om way from M\
Michaelmas, and if we were to be ther
in, that is all we have to look f
ward to, under God,

IF WE PAID THE RENT
we would have nothing to cat and nobody
to ook to. God knows it isn't pampering
ourselves we ave witlt yellow meal, and
sure what more are we asl h:,\’ It isn’
our fault that the money isn’t there, M.
Collier, indeed, like ¢
ed to take £2 more off this ven f
paid up this year, but if it was to
our sowls we could not do it He said if
we didu’t hie wonld have

ong

to eject us, W

can’t help it.  It’s all the will of God!™

The next tenant who crossed me w
digging pot « rather  diceis fo1
wtatoes, i a two-acre ficld, w 1

1e had laid out 84 in artificial manure
2 in sceds, having dug, drilled, and e
ed it all himself with the help of a b
ten years old.  His crop was splendic
one until two weelk :

'HE BLIGHT

had sinee all but annihilated it He du
out a dill here and e without produ
Mg more than an aven of twi mangy -
looking little root e 11 “Begor,” a
|

he epigrammatically put it 1
a man y
his brea

or, befor
uld hav prati uough dug {
wt hie?d be wanting his dinner.?

Such as they were, they were scarcely fit | fait
for human food; when in a week or ty whi
he would have a lahorer cutting his ficld | tongue, *

of oats hie wonld have to buy
tea to feed him,
| the rent?

They forgave wme Lalf the an
other half il ' e, bu
up the balance till last year; but if 1 did,
how did I manage it/ )
[ keepers £30, and the money that ought

keep the owld roof over me. Sure it’
casier to face the
len (the balifr anyday. His

"Twoudn’t releasc my owld coat. 1| much knowl
believe it wouldn’t come to six and-thru- | Codes, &e., with
pence on the half-gale, 8o L )

hould be rent-free for ten years to y
my debts, or the half of them, and ther
weore strugeling along with our head
over water till *the Walke r,!
came down on ys,”

10s to £4

ngland for wor it home possess will prevent random condemmn tion
the surplus of hLis ean hey were | and « t, but i ticable, legisla
utlicient, This  year he returned | tion: nothin unl ple will Tister

tenant himself was earnine o dav’s hire a
a laborer near Clogheen, his wife was in | hand
ervice, aud the little urehin who was dig- | rests witl

i ! ! e : t
ging the family di ner, questioned whether | not a Schoolboard, bat tl pri of th
lie had met many black potatoes, replied, | mission. with, perha one or two of the

with a rueful look into his all but empty

up to last year, e has done so by | their diseretion,
lereasing his indebtedness to the ~),‘,|,_
keepers who gave him food, «

i and sccond, that this present | from us, the writer thinks 1t to b Pt
vear's transactions can only t I

SIMPLY UNENDURABLE NOW
One humble shoy
allyporeen owns

each succeeding year—with
interest ov profit superadded I can hardly | snee
to guess, I know several cottiers of )

a quare Ii.ir‘,‘ Lo =ay
Ure standing there,

|
of 10 to 20 per cent. will postpone | it will pul

1y longer, 1 have only to report that, | and therefore they
as I am informed, only

TENANTS  OUT OF ¥FIVE muNprep | Something which the Board Schools do not

nted themselve
the rent-office on Thursday last, aft
ent “whips”™ from the Dailiffs, and that | grealer good,
remainder arve a
upon Sunday to expo

arrears of rent, and the Jatest | fact

acro

ourse, amted,

fuod

i”<l»||.". prouul toe

Ull be with my Father in heaven ! schools—orat 1east

|

“I won't be able t v pay a far- | long life on the Galtees,
all th e livvil a farthi

s, and the
I paid them
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I owed the

them went over to England 1o entitled “Gur Element

orks,” thou

]:va-p! than L ghe
had been

deserves first eon n

W bably attract most
[ Iereased almost 100 per cent, 1 sounded general attention is ably written and | latter;
his gratitude for the 20 per cent, rvemis- | evidently from the pen of one who u ites | need t

P me God, | practical working of our Cathol parochial i

ji

the valuator views which- they

pound,
F'en nt number three | ap neither from want of nor of
had got out of the landlord’s debt by ¢ Kunowled of what the Church iy have
ting deeper into the <h ipkeeper’ T in general te prof 1l awi for
[ ant number four was crushed under an | mnel from wrong « s of
impartial debt (o both, His rent also was | Government 1« juirements, and still "
| raised cent per cent, or thereabouts, from | from | of ienee of school aaily | M

familiarity a
Hed
| the like necessarily | filled

5. He did not e The | 1i Nothir
ar found him in arrear. He | teachers, cler

ed

and learn fr wellinformed

PENNILESS AND DISEMPLOYY and clem tructoras the writer |
two and a half years’ rent, and | under notice
though he is anxions part with lis in The article is n 1 with Boand
terest in order to pay hLis debts, he can | Schools, but with our wn parochial
purchaser anywere upon any | school ’ :
In the next farmhouse I visited th The d is of a very practieal | WOU

pra 1
they are in our own

wacter they hall tak

Their managers are

characte

most earnest and us members of it

basket—“Faix, thepe 1 g of them | congregat . An i power—aud :
here, black or white.” 1 have no mind | even more—which the yolboard hia
vou with catalogues of cases, | over Doard School Woour managers .I']
in their main features are sufficient- | have over o i schools,  They ;
to be the foundation of two | sible for the regulatic of the : 1 ‘“,',
propositicns, which, to my mind, are irre- | the kind of teachers who are placed in '.“‘,
bly proven—First, that wherever a | charge, and for payment of all expens ]\‘ "o
excluding, of course, the few rich | They ean visit 3
by wd wed rent, | see how the work i
with the forgiveness of half the | can control, amer

As to the frequent

manure, | this contral will hefo

ut in still | ture; but rightly 1es that the best )
per embarrassinent in his wild attenipt y il prevent ha losss | 18
ok’ the deficit”—in fact, that th | to use the pow {
mereased rents which were oppressive in | have it both z L well art “.-\
sperous years have becon is oceupied F ver t three | €
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eeperin the village of 1. Wi | rk that we v
3,000 worth of d in these scl ! Is it possiblet
the amount swelling steadily | on this work in schools 1eccivi

vhat rate of | ment a 3. What are our prospects of | 17

To answer the first question is not quite | 877,
highest i I for industry and $0 casy as may at first sight appear. W ‘
sobriety, to whom £1 would be a serous | have our own schoolsin order to take ¢ve | 7
» ¥et whose shoulders are ladened | of o children; “ that they may not | ) the
with debts of £40 and even £60, incurred | he or driven to other schools,”
ly,if not entirely, to stave off the But Board Schools  exist: they  havi
{

of red ng with the abundaut money

costly buildings,

:'u'.:n-ul
but ’tis as truc

mrees, they can ereet
voffer to teachers |

said o1 of the | and to scho many 1 tawe prize
“we're robbing  the men | and prospect If the race between us and | alres
ling usto pay them that’s tor- | the Board Schools i imply in seculer | wit
he lives out of us.” 1 pon the [ education the latter will "win. “*Not | cause,
whether the present year will | beciuse the secular education they give

catastrophe, or whether the re- | must necessarily be b tter, but becaus

uly thonght to be better, | with
get the children,” |
1 on first doing

Our suecess then will de

AND SEVENTEEN | do, nor attempt to do, for thei pupil
with their tribnte at | and, secondly,

two | children recognising in this something a |
In other words, we wust | VIIL

‘mbling  publicly

1
each =omu

be ready to make a sacrifice, real o1 appa- | vinci
rent, of a temporal advantag: the

But then there comes in this unsatis-
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ion, that one @

v 1
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last fa I Cloghe ind wl lu 0 I'o succeed we
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e i t ha ( ! I machinery than |
( superl 1 But tl Sel 11 |
L W | i1 i 1 i
[ sick or sickly people 1 1 le  that wanted,  Th
1 aay Journey acros tl h 1 Lo 1o to
breezy mountains, and 1 have not e | en b | )
n the world in sayinge tha ev h P
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lustreless eyes, nerveless i I'he most adva I Seculavist
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| intense delight, indeed; 1 must leave it to

HOLINESS PODP
Syl 1 hope this note may fall into the hands
ts who, passing through Kenmare,

ce and judge it my

[ view is a right one, hut certainly to buy
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Although the

ters of another faith'
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should become
lar, and be pl

vn Heaven, His angels will not

truths of Catholic faith to the capacity of |

all; and “to those who were wande ring in

the midst of the world e pointed out the

way by which,

the parents of our powers of darkness,
t

oask in valn, of any ereed,
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| "Tis not tor prayer and praise alone you live
|
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Fotrain up children for Him is yvour work,
3 1 . 1 :from evil (sonl-corroding
hing above and better than | raised

their conditions | merely secular knowledge, for the sake of | against Deists:
plead for mercy. The standing whicl: conscientious Citholic parents will
crops of the very bailiff, the “ one fat mar
* property ' of famous men
last month put upto public ancti

L them torth te fight the tight of life,
truth of our fai
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the glory of th
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cident, which we ean
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r Colonel Fluke Met
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wps of sharpshooters ambushed ina pie
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