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HUMAN NATURE AND
THE INCARNATION
: s amiie

In his famous lectures on “The
Varieties of Religious Experience,”
delivered in Edinburgh some yenrs
pgo, the Ilate. Professor Willlam
James of Harvard presents two grest
truthe or priociples which he
declates to be common to all
religions. The first is @ conscious
ness in man that “there is some-
thing wrong ebout him as he
naturally stands,” and the second,
that “"he is saved from the wrong.
ness by meking propsr connection
with the higher powers,”

It would be difficult to find a state
ment from a non-Catholic which
pute the matter in a clearer and
more concise form, and we can but
marvel that a mind which discovered
80 much did not discover more. But
we have perhaps in this very
inability an illustration of the fact
that the acceptance of real Chris-
tianity is not merely a conclusion of
the intellect, but also an sct of the
will—of a will yielding itself to the
operations of God'e grace.

Respecting the first poivnt of Pro
fessor James's analyesis little need
be said. There is probably not a
man living who does not realiza—at
least in moments when he is bhonest
with himself—that there is cortainly
“something wrong about him as he
naturally st " He would per-
hapsa have a difficulty in defining in
what that wrongnese precieely
coneista; bub the experience itself is
there. All iman nabure bears
witness to it I'he
of it ne the "tacdiom vitae,"” and
they suggest variety of means for
ite relief. T modern man has
undergone no change in thig respect.
On the contrary, it may be said that
his gickness has assumed an even
more acufe form. It is to this sick-

nees that we must trace the restless-
nogs of the modern world, the insane
craving for arusement and diver
gion, the absorption of the mind in
the temporal and paesing interests
of life. All theee are but the
gtruggles of the soul to free it
from its disquieting experiences and
to forget the sickness from v\hlch it |
knowe itself to be suffering.
miseries,” writes the great French
thinker Pascal, “are those of
dethroned monarch.,” We u‘xigbt\
justly add that he is a sick monarch |
as well as a dethroned one. -

But admitting the correctness CH
the learned professor's analysis, are |
we nobt also constralned to u,imih“
that it is in the Catholic dootrine
of the Incarnation of our Lord Jesus |
Christ that there is provided for this |
age-long eickoess of man the only |
effective and permanent cure? And |
it should bs helpfal and profitable to |
many minds to contemplate this all.
important matter from this point of
view at a senson of the year when‘
the great truth of the Incarnation is
once more brought to our serious
attention. What, we may ask, are
all the sciences and philosophies of
man by the side of this soul-moving
and soul healing truth? Has any
one of them ever really solved the
mystery of men's “wrongness,” or
provided him with & means by which
that wrongnese can be righted and
by which connection can be made
with the higher powers? It is the
Babe of Betulehem, the Son of God
become incarnate for us, who alone
has accomplighed this, and Who has,
by that very fact, proved to us the
divine charaoter of His Person and
of His mission. The entire history |
of Chris bears witness to the |
fact. Every saint and every maréyr |
is a living illuatration of it.
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make conneotion with the Higher
Pewers to find Him Who alone can
set that wrongness right.

Our prayer at this Ohristmas time
should be that those who thus seek
may find—that they may find at the
manger of Bethléhem henlth and
healiog for their souls and with
these the peace of Ged which passes
understanding.—Oatholic Union and
Tlimes.

Wherever there is n-whmss

May Santa Claus bring health ;
Wherever there is poverty,

May Santa Claus bring health ;
Wherever one ie weeping,

May tears to smiles give way ;
Wherever sadness hovers,

May joy come Christmas day.

To every heart that's aching,

May peace and comfort come,
And may an outlook roey

Supplant each outlook glum ;
May friends now eeparated

Soon reunited be,
And everyone find gladness

Upon this Christmas tree.
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GREAT SOCIAL
FRENCH PRIEST
PRAISED BY

WORK

DEPUTY IS
POINCARE
(By W. C. N ’ e)
Paris, Nov. ¢ In the
meeting recently held ir
presence of the
g Catholio
soclologists, M Poincare,
president of the Republic, and Msgr.
Julten, Bishop of Arras, paid high
praiee to a man who, single-handed,
was able by means ol intensive prop
aganda and etrenuc work, to be of
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a Catholic priest, tho
who represente the

Abbe Lemire,
Department of

The work undertaken by bim is
"L'Ouevre des Jardine Ouvriers"
(Gardens for working people.)

MME, HERVIEU'S CHARITY

Of couree, Father Lemire is not the
initiator of those gardens. Long be.
fore he started his campaign, there
were quite a number of such gardenes

thriviog in various parts of France,
At Sedan, for instance a kind-hearted |
woman, Mme. Hervieu by name, who
owned an important local industry,
had been greatly worried sbout the
fact that the money given by her to
the needy was a mere momentary
relief, and, for quite & number of
them, an encouragement to lsziness
Thersupon she decided to help the
poor in a more satisfactory way, pro
viding them at the same time with
seeds and all needful implements.
Fhey were thus enabled %o obtain !
larger return from the help granted

them, and this in proportion to their

work,

Afterwards Mme. Hervieu had the
idea of extending the beneflt of a
similar inetitution to those working
men who, although not alto
gether destitute, might, however,
welcome every help afforded them |
to bring up their families.
In 1891, at Sedan, 21 work-
ingmen's families were thns bene
fited by such gardens. In 1897 there
were 90 and now thers are 260,

Once known, the guccess achieved
by the Sedan ‘ Oeuvre " found other
imitators. In 1906, at St, Eiienne, a
Jesuiy Father was already at the |
head of a gimi Iar ora ization which
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a senge in
edmits this faot,
but what plexes one the
pcircumstance that the admission has
go ittle influence on human life and
that it leaves the im’z masge of man-
kind so strangaly )ld ‘and indiffer
ent Is it not bLL wude they do not
7€ /Iu/ upon the dw,u significance of
the wruh presentsd and do not study
it in ght wE h.wr own inward
moral experiencee ? They balieve it
mouraly in the gense that they do not
deay it and as being perhaps a more
or less asocaptable philosophy of lite.

“The low standard of virtus which
and deplors in
Oatholics,” writes n grent master of
the religicus life, "ariges not from
want of faith, from neglect of
meditation wupon t} trathse of
religion. The Catholic votaries of
the world do not deny a single one
of sruhs the Church teaches,
but giva no thought to the
and ponarquently they liva as it they
b:l'eved them not.”

Before n days havae paseed the
Christian world will be standing
onoca more beside the lowly manger.
rld has of late paeead
gomea  hitter and almost
experiences., It has real-
porhaps never before that
thera is moet certainly semething
wrong about it as it naturally stands.
A very large proportion of it has
gsought and is seeking earnestly to
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HOW THE MOVEMENT GREW

In 1903, there were in France 134

local organizations of workingmen’s
| gardens,
| gardens. by which 64,000 pat

which cultivated 6,000
ple were
benaflted ; in 1912, 281 organizations,
with 18,000 gardens and 180 000 bene-
floiaries (of whom 65000 were
children).

Darving the five years of the War,
the "Oesuvre” plan remained at a
siandstill, and its very existence was
threatened. All tha able -bodied
men, almost all the heads of families,
baving been killed, it was feared |
that the gardens wou!d be neglectod, ‘
But & great endeavor in mutual
golidarity wos witnessed. The men |
and womsn who mained at
homado lend a hand to one another,
and the truck gardens were kepi in
good condition. Then, at the end of
the War, the “League of the Home"
claimed all the gardens culktivated
by the soldiers in the vicinity of
their encampments. These gardens
were then altogether neglected.
[here are certainly at the present
time 380,000 gardens for workers,
helping 800,000 psople. The loecal
gronpa were formed sometimes by
the pastors, pometimes by the St.
Vincent de Paul conferences (espec
fally in Paris) and sometimes also by
either manufacturers or munioipali-
tiee. The gardens are gseleoted in
fertile grounds affording great
facilities for cultivation, and within
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ensy reach. They are usually
losated within a distance of one
kilometer from the last houses of
the town.

In compliance with the regulation
of the organization the gardens are
rented to ftamilies whose morale have
proved eatietactory; the frst to
benefit are the hoends of numerous
families and those who find it more
d fioult to balance their budgets.
As a rule, the gardens are not given
tbsolutely free of charge, In order
that the tenant many take a greater
interest in the ground he ie cultivat
ing, & emall yearly rent is exacted.
The rent being spplied to the pur.
chaee prics, the workman, in time,
becomes the owner of his piece of
ground.

MORAL OBLIGATIONB ABSUMED

The tenant agrees to keep his
garden for at least four or five years.
This obligation is additional aseur
ance that he will maintain his ground
in good ocondition. Families who
are given gardens must promise to
bahave decently, live in good terms
with their neighbors, and abstain
from doing work on Sundays not
absolutely essentinl. The area of
each garden is, for mos$ groups, in
proportion to the number of children
in the family.

The organizations supply the gar-
dens with all necessary implements
and seeding. M. De Vilmorino, who
is the greatest sead
and
"“"Osu
the
gar

Courees in vegetable
vatllon are
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res,” gives out,
seeding req
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iired for a number of
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eping for the women. An

annual feast of the gardens is usually |

celebrated on S8 Fiacre's day
(Augnet 80). Prizee are awarded for
the best-tended gardens. Nothing,
in & word; neglected to bind
workiogman to his little piecs of
ground. As for the advaniages
afforded by the orgsnizatioh, they
can easily be realiza

A garden of 500 gquare metors can |

supply the vegetables necessary for
a family of seven persons. Fuarther

more, the workingmen'e gardens in- |
| crease the general
| keep away from the markets a num- |

prodaction and

ber of consumers, thereby contribu

| ting to the lowering of prices.

The workingmen's gardens
prove to be an effi
ramedy against
tuberculosies.

alcoholiem

"It is the home eana
says a member of
Med

dicine.

KEEP FAMILIES TOGETHER
Thegardens equally afford a health

ful occupation during leisure hours,

and a diversion from other works ;

they kesp the families together a

| lead them away from expensive an

very often objsctionable pleasures,
Lastly, they are a social blessing.
By binding the worker to the ground,
by providiog him with a kind of
work in which he may see the resuls
of his efforts looming ahead,
making him a landowner, this
stitution prevents the
the number of discontended
revolutionary lazy

by
in

and
fellows who sow

hatred among the various chasses |
| of society.

On the contrary, it forme
them into an element of tranquillity,
of wiedom and social peacs.

As Mgr. Jullien eaid in speaking
work : "Presenting a
a suall pieace of ground
is, in fact,
of blue sky."”
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With good raason has the Church
galected St. . 1 the Baptiet to bs
18 preacher of her Advent eEEBES
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Our Lord as
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preparat for
the hearts of men,
10 Baptist had
ccomplish. Hs was
coming of Christ, and he was to
the way before Him. He
wae o herald. But he was a herald
of Heaven not of earth. There
nothing worldly in the character of
John l.',(' Baptist. To the maxims of
the world, to pleasure, to greed, and
to ambition he opposed the weapons
of the spirit, bodily psnance, morti
floation, and eelf sacrifice.

He tore the mask from the hearts
of the hypocritical Jews and showed
them the intrinsic hollownees of
their religion,
a fundamental change in their lives.
The axe should be laid at the root of
"-m treee of pride, lust, and avarice
and the valleye of omission shonld be
filled up and the mountain growthe of
evil should be leveled, And not con
tent with preaching he himself gave
the example.

Needlean to say St. John the Baptist
was not a popular figure among the
Jews. No doubt he was derided as o
reformer, a dreamy visionary, or an
egocentric misantbrope. Buf he
cared not what people thought, He
clung to principle, he performed his
task even though it cost him his life,
and he left the world with his
Master's sulogy ringirg in his ears.
“Amen I say to you tha$ there kath
not arisen among them that are born
of women a greater than John the
Baptist,”

The twofold mission that John the
Baptist acoomplished before the com-
ing of Christ the Church is continu.
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And then he demanded |

ing wafter His resurrection, She
announces during Advent the coming
of Christ at Cbhristmas, and she de-
clares that we must prepare for that
coming by pepnance und the search
ing of our hearts. She decries the
love of plensure in the world, and
triee to ranise men's hearte and minds
from the things of enrth to the
thinge of heaven.

Through her many sa'nts and holy
people she too gives the exsmple of
what she preaches. Yet like John the
Baptist, the Church is not popular
with the world that does not think as
she thinke. The world will not
accept her doctrinee, because they
are too hard, or gavor too much of
penance. What o different world
this would be for the Jewish people
it they had hearkened to the words
of the Precursor and prepared for
the coming of Christ as he exhorted
them,

What a different world this would
be in the year 1920 if the world
would only listen to the Church
accept her dootrines, and follow her
teachings ! Then the coming of
Chriet at Chrigtmas time into the
hearts of men would bring an era of
universal peace and good will to
nations and to individuals.—The
Pilot.
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MRS, ELLEN

O'BRII

The fuveral of Ellen
reliot of the lete Jerer
took place in Mt. Carr
of November, from
ughter, Mre. P
lemn High Masge
the pastor, Rav.
assisted by Rev.
Mary’'s, and Re
| Luean,

The deceased estimable lady
one of the oldest residents of
losality and her exemplary
bher love for Holy Religion was an
| inspiration to all who knew bher
She 18 predeceneed by her hweband,
| two sons and cne daughter, end those
| lef$ to mourn are
| P. Hanlon, Centralia,
| Gerirude of

Coughlin,
niah O Brien,
n the
the home of
Hanqlon, (
»08 oelel

d
]

antrall

rated b
Tierney,
Ronan, St
Father

wes

life and

Siater M
art Con

and
the Sacred He
! vent, London ; and two sons, Mrs. C
| J. O'Brien, of Centralia, and D. L
O'Brien of 8¢. M ; and one sister,
Sister M. F. Xavier, Mt. Hop-,
Londnn., Among thoge who attended
the funernl were & number of friends
from a distance.
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A news item records
records for divorce cases in
County broken this fe
epproximately 800 cases we
in the yart, S
nearly ave bheen disposed
and to hear the others it is necessary
to drafs an additional judge. This
incresse in the divorce rate is n
peculiar to this ona country., The
same story {8 told in other counties.
Fer example, recently a judge of the
Westmoreland County courts in
Pennsylvania made some pat obeer-
vations anent the astonishing
increase of divorce in his county, In
| the year 1909 he eays that there
were but 61 libels flled ; in the s
month of September, 1920,
were 90 cs
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In the light of the
orgenizations be
this growing evil
Catholic position is not needed, The
Church’s «ttituda has bes from the
very beginning clear and unmistak
able. S parations have becp allow
for grave reasons, for certain irre
larities, the nullity of invalid
riesges has been promulgated,
never in ftwen'y centuries
Church departed from Chris
ing and eset her ea
divorce.
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becoming our national disgrae
That docament says : "W neider
the growth of the divorca evil
evidence of morsl decay and a pre
ent danger to the best nt i
our American life. In its causes and
in its wresults for thogs
immediately concern-d apd its sug
gestions to the mindes of the entire
community, divorce is our natisna
geandal, It mot onlyedisrupts the
bhome of the separated parties, bat it
alée leads others who are not yet
married, tn look upon the bond as a
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Bond Department

Every Branch Office of the Home Bank is in
ready communication with the Bond Depart-
ment at the Head Office. Information
regarding Government Bonds of the more stable
securities willingly and freely supplied upon request.

Branches and Connections Throughout Canada

London [ 394 Richmond Street

Offices | 1445 Dundas St. East
LONDON BELTON DELAWARE
IONA STATION KOMOKA
MELBOURNE  MIDDLEMISS

Thirteen

Offices In

Distriot ¢
ILDERTON EGANVILLE
LAWRENCE STATION
THORNDALE WALKERS

trivial circumstance. Thue, through
the ease and frequency with whiel
it is granted, divorce Incresses with
an evil momentum until it pasces
the limite of decency and reduces the
sexunl relation to the level of
animal instinet, This degrada
tion of merriege, once consid.
erad the holiest of human rela
t'ons, naturally tends to the
ivjury of other things whose eflion
t to be secured, not by
¥ Fiven ©
Pablie auth
even the
liberty depen
wenke Hence the
of m-asures and move
which aim at checking the
of divorce. It ie to be hoped
that they will suceeed; but an
effectual remedy t ba found or
upless we aim at purity in
vd of gex, restore the dignity
marriage, and emphasize it
obligatione.”"—The Pilot.
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JOSEPH'S BANITARIUM
for Nurses, Ann
8 mlles from Detroit. Con-
ters of Mercy A ffords excel
a modern hospital, with a three
years course of instruction, Separate

home. For further iuformation, apply to
erintendent of Nurses, 8t. Joseph's Banitarium,

Aun Arbor Mich : 2154-26
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W. E. Blake & Son
Catholic Church Supplies LIMITED

123 Church St., Toronto, Ont,
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With Fasts and Feasts
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F. Baillargeon, Ltd.
NSTANT, QUEBEC
Address all orders to our Canadian Agents :

The Catholic Record
LONDON, ONT.
Fel b oL oL (5] )

@ourse of Nurs ing

st. Mary’'s Hospital Registerad Schuol of Nurs'ng

Saint Marks and Buffalo Avenues, Brooklyn, New York City
Hoapital of 300 beds Shevlin Hall (nurses’
ing pacious grounds. Ideal location

Tu tion, books, uniforms, maintenance and Ten Dollars monthly supg )]lmi
Graduates e IL,IM&‘ for State and Muni ipal positions

For those that have not had high school, a Traired Attendant
offered.
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