
____________________________________________________ •

\ ■P|
'm

■
■

:

F* _il».
E
sS*S

2058 THE KAKMER’S AD VOCA FEIII FOUND 101) isr,i

the Farmers Advocate Reading. and when 1 want to know how many bushels o 
wheat were raised in Alberta last year, I take 
up and find out.

itBy Peter McArthur.

Some time ago I saw a jol<e in the corner of a 

newspaper that led me to do a lot of thinking, 
and perhaps it will do no harm to tell about it 
now that the long winter evenings arc with us 
again and we have time for reading. It was 

about a Scotch shoemaker to whom someone had 
given a volume of Plato. When asked how 
he liked the book, he replied :

Very much. Plato has many o' my ideas."
The egotism of this was supposed to be \ery 

amusing, and yet if the Scotch shoemaker and 
Plato had not many ideas in common, Plato 
would have written in vain. The greatest benefit 
we get from reading is to find expression for our 
own ideas. Few of us can put our ideas in shape 
for ourselves, even though we may do much think­
ing, antl the true mission of a great writer is to 
give form to what we have already thought out 
for ourselves. Most people read books to acquire 
knowledge, but 1 am coming to the conclusion 
that it is a somewhat profitless thing to do. 
People would do better to leave knowledge in the 
books that contain it, instead of cluttering up 
their brains with more than they need for then- 
daily work. I have an excellent encyclopedia, 
and whenever 1 need some knowledge I look it up, 
use it according to my need, and then proceed to 
forget it. If 1 ever need it again, the book is 
there, and I can get it when I want it. The dry 
facts of life should be kept in books, instead of 
in people’s heads. Whenever I think of that Ger­
man professor of history who boasted that he 
could remember over seven thousand dates, and if 
called upon could name any one of them correctly, 
I always feel that he had no place among human 
beings. He should have been bound up with a 
leather back and paste-board sides, and put on a 
shelf in a Carnegie library. One should read to 
get thoughts, not facts, and to get thoughts you 
must think yourself and have experience of life. 
The greatest good a man can get from a book is 
a thought that casts a clear light on some experi­
ence of his own, and makes it forever intelligible 
to him. And when a man finds a book that has 
many of his ideas in it, he should read it over 
and over. If it is a really great book, he can 
keep track of the growth of his own mind by the 
new ideas he finds that he and the author have in 
common. If the man who wrote the book had a 
great deal of experience of life, and had, besides, 
the gift of expression, the reader .will find, as he 
accumulates experiences and thinks for himself, 
that it contains a true expression of his own life, 
and when he has lived it all and mastered it all, 
he is equal in mental wealth to the man who 
wrote the book. If you found, at some time in 
the past, that some good book had many of your 
ideas, read it over again this winter and you will 
probably be surprised to find that it has many 
more of your ideas. There are a few good books 
that [ make it a practice to read through every 
year, and at each reading I am amazed to find 
how much I missed in the past. Of course, X had 
understood all of them in the way that we talk of 
understanding things; my reason assented to the 
thoughts they expressed, but none of the great 
thoughts gripped me or became a part of my be­
ing until I had had some experience or some men­
tal struggle that made me realize their wonderful 
truth.
from a work of art but what he brings to it. 
is profoundly true. We must have taken thought 
ourselves before we can benefit by the thoughts of 
others, and how glorious it is to find some 
thought t hat has been beating dimly in our minds 
expressed with finality. It is then our thought as 
much as it F the author's.

I Then I put it back in its place 
and it keeps quiet, until I need it again.
J f asked one of those human encyclopedias about 
(he wheat crop in Alberta he would not be Satis 
lied with giving me what I wanted, but 
insist on airing his knowledge and telling me how 
many codfish are caught on the Newfoundland 
Banks, and a lot more things I did not want to 
know at that particular time, 
crammed his head with facts has usually 
wasting his time.
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I. THE FARMER’S

ie published every Thursday.
It is impartial and independent of all cliques or parties, 

handsomely r. lust rated with original engravings, and fur­
nishes the most practical, reliable and profitable information 
for farmers, dairymen, gardeners, stockmen and home­
makers, of any publication in Canada.

•* TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.—In Canada. England. Ireland. 
Scotland, Newfoundland and New Zealand, $1.50 per year, in 
advance; $2.00 per year when not paid in advance. United 
States. $2.50 per year; all other countries 12s.; in advance.

•* ADVERTISING RATES.—Single insertion, 25 cents per line, 
agate. Contract rates furnished on application.

4. THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until 
an explicit order is received for its discontinuance. All 
payments of arrearages must be made as required by law.

*• THE T.AW IS, that all subscribers to newspapers arp hq)d 
responsible until all arrearages are paid and their paper 
ordered to be discontinued.

8. REMITTANCES should be made direct to us, either by 
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at 
risk. When made otherwise we will not be responsible.

7. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time
subscription is paid.

8. ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention. In
every case the ** Full Name and PoSt-ottce Address Must 
be Givea.”

». WHEN A REPLY BY MAIL IS REQUIRED to Urgent 
Veterinary or Legal Enquiries, $1 must be enclosed.

18. LETTERS intended for publication should be written on one 
side of the paper only.

II. CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Subscribers when ordering a change
of address should give the old as well as the new P.O. address.

12. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topic. 
We are always pleased to receive practical articles, 
as we consider valuable we will pay ten cents per inch 
printed matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How 
to Improve “The Farmer’s Advocate and Home Magazine,” 
Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not gen­
erally known, Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved 
Methods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Con­
tributions sent us must not be furnished other papers 
until after they have appeared in our columns. Rejected 
matter will be returned on receipt of postage.

IS. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter con­
nected with this paper should be addressed as below, and 
not to any individual connected with the paper.

Now, this sounds rather serious, and might lead 
some good people to think that my favorite hooks 
are all heavy and solemn.
literature is now so rich that you can get

ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE

IF Far from it. English
all

human thought expressed to your individual taste 
If you are fond of poetry, you can find every ex 
perience you have had, and every thought that has 
haunted your brain expressed in mellilluous lan 
guage. If humor is your choice, humorists lum> 
illuminated with their good-nature everything you 
could possibly want to know. If you lean to lie- 

find all human problems interpreted 
It is the same in history, philos

tion, you can 
to your liking, 
ophy, science, and every department of human 
thought. You can find your own, if you will 
only look for it, and you can find it in the form 
suited to your taste. But perhaps the most im­
portant thing about reading is your own attitude 
towards it. If you will only realize that one mart 
is not very different from another, you will soon 
begin to see that you have had the same experi 
ences as every other man. The thing that is true 
in the palace is just as true in the farmhouse, if 
you will only do enough thinking to find where it 
appl ies. But you must think for yourself if What 

read is to do you good and stimulate your 
Unless you can find poetry or

For such you
mental growth 
fun or philosophy in your own life, you can never 
find them in books; but once start finding them in

then the goodyour everyday experiences, and 
hooks will help you to find a thousandfold more 
There is no more mistaken idea in the world than 
that one man’s life is very different from another’s 
The man with the hoe can find as much in life as 
the Prime Minister, if he will only take the trouhl» 
to look about him. lie can feel as much, sufferAddress—THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE, or 

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (LIMITED),
London, Canada.

If you do not find lifeas much, enjoy as much, 
interesting where you are, you would not find it 
interesting anywhere else, 
thing within your own experience, and then you 
can get books that will enable you to enjoy more 
But, above all things, do not set yourself to the 
task of reading as if it were a duty you had to 
perform.

l.earn to enjoy someit to supply the demand of schools for its publica­
tions.Ï .

Experiments conducted at the Pennsylvania 
Station shows that steers fed in an open shed on 
succulent rations, including silage, made more 
rapid and cheaper gains, and attained a higher 
finish than similar cattle fed in the same way in 
the basement of a barn.

The dairy expert at the New York Experiment 
Station (Cornell University), in his work with 
milking machines, found that immersion of the 
milking parts in a ten-per cent, solution of com­
mon salt between milkings was more efficacious 
than steaming. The germ content of the 
was found to lie determined largely by the ef 
ficiency of the air filters of the machine.

Secondary Schools of Agriculture are making 
steady progress. Several States have established 
regular systems of Agricultural High Schools, 
while others grant bonuses to High Schools for­
giving agricultural instruction. Maryland, New 
York, North Carolina and Wisconsin passed laws 
during the year granting aid for such High School 
departments, and Minnesota and Virginia increased 
their grants. The farmer provides $2,500 a year 
for each of thirty High School Departments of 
Agriculture, home economics and manual training, 
and $ 1,000 each to fifty other such departments. 
Ten States now give aid to High School Depart­
ments ef Agriculture.

You should regard reading as a glori­
ous privilege, and try to find hooks that will he

Huntto you as Plato was to the shoemaker, 
for the authors who have a lot of your ideas, hut 
be sure that you have some ideas of your own to- 
begin with.■ You can get them anywhere if you
are interested in any phase of your life or yom 

I dislike lecturing people dn this way, butwork.
1 get so much solid enjoyment out of reading that

it f want to share it with others.

Yesterday afternoon I was asked to help cap­
ture and bring home a yearling heifer that had 
never felt a halter.

milk

She had been running in the 
pasture and woods all summer, and was as wild 
as a deer. We were told that we would find herEmerson has said that a man never gets

This in the barnyard, and then 
After holding a council of

the troublé began, 
war, we decided toB drive her into the st a hie, get a rope around her 

horns, tie her head down to her front foot, anti 
then lead her home.
While we were discussing 
watching us with a

But she had different ideas.
our |ilans, she stood 

distrustful eye. 
started to shoo her gent ! v towards the open door 
of the stable, slip begun to rush around wildly in 
e\erv direct ion except the one in which we were 
drying to drive her.

, When we

In most cases reading is simply a bad habit. 
That is a dreadful thing to say, isn’t it, when so 
many people think it is a compliment to a man to 
sav of him that he is a great reader. I have 
come to the conclusion that if a man is not a 
thinker, reading is simply a waste of time. Leav­
ing out the frivolous stuff that is written merely 
to kill time (and it is useful, occasionally, to give 
one’s mind n rest and clear it of worries), most of 
the material that is usually «ailed sound reading 
had better be left on the library shelf. I have no 
particular admiration for the man who

“ Pecks up wit as pigeons do peas,
And utters it again as Jpve doth please.’’

And I have no patience with thos(e tiresome people 
who know the exact facts and figures about this 
or that, and persist in cramming you with them 
whether you are interested or not. 
such a subject as Canada, in which we are all 
profoundly interested. I am perfectly willing to 
ha\ e all (lie essential facts about it remain in 
Frank Yeigh’s little hook of “ 5,000 Facts ” un­
til I need them. I have it lying within ready

She avoided the open stable 
a death-trap. When we weredoor as if it were

finalh out of breath 
consider,” and

we stopped to ” pause and 
that Contrary creature at one» 

wal ed right into the stable to pick up some hay 
that was scattered on the floor, 
quick rush, the door was closed, and she was a 
prisoner.

m There was a

When she was finally cornered in a 
By skillful ma­

tte manger, where I was safe 
and savage kicks, 

across

During a test of a 50-hottom gang plow with 
oil tractors, at Purdue University, Ind., 
Agricultural College farm of that institution, four­
teen acres were plowed in one hour, the plow mov­
ing forward two miles in this time, making a cut 
58 feet broad, and turning furrows 4} to 5 inches 
deep.

stall, the work of roping began 
no-uk ring I got intion theISS; from her wild rushes The 

the stall andot hpi­ rn a n put a
pushed her up towards 
the next li

boa rd
The experiences of 

minutes greatly increased my respect 
to vs whothree traction engines abreast, with oil for the Cl I can ride at full speed 

a lasso over the horns of a galloping steer. 
1 hn:,llv tnunaeed it, and with her head hob

andmotors, were required to haul it. 
about 22 gallons per hour of low-grade kerosene, 
ami the find cost was about 01, cents per acre 
Thr

They consumed In !

’fake even i ‘"Mi to her front foot nn,i 
mil her h a second rope 

1 F:"’ ,u'r with- the stable door 
\ I hrep-ringed circus would he 

I he performances of the next

e fn«1 , quoted by t lie Literary Digest, with 
Credit to the I ngineering News, are perhaps more 
lut'-' --1 :■ v

r i ! s t ,
own

'■'unbared 
min u h -

helpful farmers in Easternt fame ■ d bwhile 1. Mow ing what 
el sew here.

v. ort ! is S| linn).-,] _ I‘hinged, reared u\). 
yanked a struggling bn-
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