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to supply the demand of schools for its publica-
tions.

Fxperiments conducted at the Pennsylvania
Station shows that steers fed in an open shed on
succulent rations, including silage, made more
rapid and cheaper gains, and attained o higher
finish than similar cattle fed in the same way in
the basement of a barn.

The dairy expert at the New York lixperiment
Station (Cornell University), in his work with
milking machines, found that immersion ol the
milking parts in a ten-per-cent. solution of com-
mon salt between milkings was more eflicacious
than steaming The germ content of the ilk
was found to he determined largely by the o
ficiency of the air fiiters of the machine.

Secondary Schools of Agriculture are making
steady progress Several States have established
regular systems ol Agricultural Iligh Schools,
while others g¢rant bonuses to Ilich Schools for
giving agricultural instruction. Maryland, New
York, North (‘arolina and Wisconsin passed laws
during the year granting aid for such Iligh School
departments, and Minnesota and Virginia increased
their grants. The farmer provides $2,500 a vear
for each of thirty Iigh School Departiments of
Agriculture, home economics and manual training,
and $1,000 each to fifty other such departments.
Ten States now give aid to Iligh School Depart-
ments ef Agriculture.

During a test of a 50-bottom gang plow with
oil tractors, at Purdue University, Ind., on the
Agricultural College farm of that institution, four-
teen acres were plowed in one hour, the plow mov-
ing forward two miles in this time, making a cut
S8 feer broad, and turning furrows 4! to 5 inches
deep I'hree traction envines abreast, with o1l
motors, were required to haul it.  They consumed
about 42 gallons per hour of low-grade Kerosene,

and the fir! was about 6} cents per acre.
Thevso faets proted by the lLiaterary Digest, with
credit to i ineering News, are [lwlllnx]»\' more
int P hietpfal to farmers in  llastern
(Pana ¢ arth o while knowing what is
! ] it i elsewhere
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Reading.
By Peter McArthur. |

Some time ago I saw a joke in the corner of a
newspaper that led me to do a lot of thinking,
and perhaps it will do no harm to tell about it
now that the long winter evenings are with us
again and we have time for reading. It was
about a Scotch shoemaker to whom someone had
given a volume of Plato. When asked how
he liked the book, he replied :

“ Very much. Plato has many o' my ideas.”

The egotism of this was supposed to be ery
amusing, anl yet if the Scotch shoemaker and
Plato had not 1nany ideas in common, Plato
would have written in vain. The greatest benelit
we get from reading is to tind expression for our
own ideas. Iew of us can put our ideas in shape
for ourselves, even though we may do much think-
ing, and the true mission of a great writer is to
give form to what we have already thought out
for ourselves. Most people read books to acquire
knowledge, but 1 am coming to the conclusion
that it 1s a somewhat proutless thing to do.
People would do better to leave kmowledge in the
books that contain it, instead of cluttering up
their brains with more than they need for their
daily work. I have an excellent encyclopedia,
and whenever 1 need some knowledge I look it up,
use it according to my need, and then proceed to
forget it. If L ever need it again, the book is
there, and I can get it when I want it. The dry
facts of life should Le kept in books, instead of
in people’s heads. Whenever I think of that Ger-
man professor of history who boasted that he
could remember over seven thousand dates, and if
called upon could name any one of them correctly,
I always feel that he had no place among human
beings. He should have heen bound up with a
leather bhack and paste-board sides, and put on a
shelf in a Carnegie library. One should read to
get thoughts, not facts, and to get thoughts you
must think yourself and have experience of life.
The greatest good a man can get from a book is
a thought that casts a clear light on some experi-
ence of his own, and makes it forever intelligible
to him. And when a man finds a book that has
many of his ideas in it, he should read it over
and over. If it is a really great book, he can
keep track of the growth of his own mind by the
new ideas he finds that he and the author have in
common. If the man who wrote the book had a
great deal of experience of life, and had, besides,
the gift of expression, the reader will find, as he
accumulates experiences and thinks for himself,
that it contains a true expression of his own life,
and when he has lived it all and mastered it all,
he is egual in mental wealth to the man who
wrote the book. Ii you found, at some time in
the past, that some good book had many of your
ideas, read it over again this winter and you will
probably be surprised to find that it has many
more of your ideas. There are a few good books
that I make it a practice to read through every
year, and at each reading 1 am amazed to find
how much I missed in the past. Of course, I had
understood all of them in the way that we talk of
understanding things; my reason assented to the
thoughts Lhelv expressed, hut none of the great
thoughts gripped me or became a part of my be-
ing until I had had some experience or some men-
tal struggle that madé me realize their wonderful
truth. ICmerson has said that a man never gets
from a work of art but what he brings to it. This
is profoundly true.  We must have taken thought
ourselves before we can benefit by the thoughts of
others, and how glorious it is to find some
thonerht that has been beating dimly in our minds
expressed with finality. It is then our thought as
much as it i+ the author’s.

* * *

In most cases reading is simply a bad habit.
That is a dreadiul thing to say, isn’t it, when so
many people think it is a compliment to a man to
sayv of him that he is a great reader. I have
come to the conclusjon that if a man is not a
thinker, reading is simplv a waste of time. Il.eav-
ing out the frivolous stuff that is written merely
to kill time (and it is useful, occasionally, to give
one’s mind a rest and clear it of worries), most of
the material that is usually salled sound reading
had better be left on the library shelf. I have no
particular admiration for the man who

Pecks up wit as pigeons do peas,

And utters it again as Jpve doth please.”
And I have no patience with those tiresome people
who know the exact facts and figures ahout this
or that, and persist in cramming you with them

whether you are interested or not. Take even
such a subject as (anada, in which we are all
profoundly interested. [ am perfectly willing to

have all the essential facts about it remain in
I'rank Yeigh's little hook of ““ 5,000 Facts ' un
til T need them. I have it lying within reach
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and when I want to know how many bushels o
wheat were raised in Alberta last year, I take it
up and find out. Then I put it back in its place
and it keeps quiet until I need it again. Now
if T asked one of those hnman encyclopedias gbout
the wheat crop in Alberta he would not be satis
fied with giving me what I wanted, but wouli
insist on airing his knowl!edge and telling me how
many codfish are caught on the Newfoundlan
Banks, and a lot more things I did not want to
know at that particular time. The man who hacs
crammed his head with facts has usually been
wasting his time. A book would keep the facts
in much more convenient form, and hold them un
til needed.
* * *

Now, this sounds rather serious, and migcht lead
some good people to think that my favorite hooks
are all heavy and solemn. I'ar from it. Inglish
literature is now so rich that you can get all
human thought expressed to your individual taste
1f you are fond of poetry, you can find every ex
perience you have had, and every thought that has
haunted your brain expressed in mellifluous lan
guage., If humor is your choice, humorists ha\e
illuminated with their good-nature everyvthing yon
could possibly want to know. If you lean to fic
tion, you can find all human problems interpreted

to your liking. It is the same in history, philos-
ophy, science, and every department of human
thought. You can find your own, if you will

only look for it, and you can find it in the form
suited to your taste. But perhaps the most im-
portant. thing about reading is your own attitude
towards it. If you will only realize that one man
is not very different from another, you will soon
begin to see that yvou have had the same experi-
ences as every other man. The thing that is true
in the palace is just as true in the farmhouse, if
vou will only do enough thinking to find where it
applies. But you must think for yourself if what
vou read is to do you good and stimulate your
mental growth. Unless you can find poetry or
fun or philosophy in your own life, you can never
find them in books; but once start finding them in
vour evervday experiences, and then the good
books will help vou to find a thousandfold more
There is no more mistaken idea in the world than
that one man’s life is very dilferent from another’s
The man with the hoe can find as much in life as
the Prime Minister, if he will onlv take the trouble
to look about him. He can feel as much, suffer
as much, enjoyv as much. 1f vou do not find life
interesting where vou are, yvou would not find 1t
interesting anywhere else. l.earn to enjoy some
thing within your own experience, and then you
can get books that will enahle yvou to enjoy more
But, abhove all thines, do not set vourself to the
task of reading as if it were a duty you had to
perform. You should regard reading as a glori-
ous privilege, and try to find hooks that will be
to vou as Plato was to the shoemaker. Hunt
for the authors who have a lot of your ideas, hut
be sure that vou have some ideas of your own to
bevin with. You can get them anyvwhere if you
are interested 1n anyv phase of your life or yowm
work. I dislike lecturing peoplesin this way, but
I et so mueh solid eniovment out of reading that
[ want to share it with others

* * *

Yesterday aiternoon I was asked to help cap-
ture and bring home a vearling heifer that had
never feit a halter. She had been running in the
pasture and woods all summer, and was as wild
as a deer. We were told that we would find her
in the barnvard. and then the trouble began
After holding a council of war, we decided to
drive her into the stable, get a rope around her
horns. tie her head down to her front foot, and

then lead her home. Bt she had different ideas.
While we were digcussine  our plans, she stood
watchine us with o distrustful eve. When we

started to shoo her gentlv towards the open door
of the stahle, she hevan to rush around wildly in

everv direction except the one in which we were
drying to drive her.  She avoided the open stable
door as if it were o death-trap. When we were
finally out of brenth, we stopped to ‘“ pause and
consider,”™ and  that contrary creature at  once
wal“el richt into the stable to pick up some hay
that was scattered on the floor. There was a
quick rush, the door was closed, and she was a
prisoner When o she  was finally cornered in a

stall, the work of ropine
neeinvringe I oot into the

hewoan. By skillful ma-
manger, where I was safe
fromn her wild rushes and savagre Kicks. The

other man put o lLoard across  the stall and

pushed her up towards e, The experiences of
1.||0' rext five minutes vreatls increased my respect
for the cowhiovs who can ride at full speed and
tll)‘l“<‘\'r.‘v’v‘l.\‘ll‘w over the horns of a L’(!”()[)in}: steer
Il e m\v.\l ,\. Y;uml“]“ wed it and with her head hob-

B m| tr'.l‘m] l“vml, and a second rope
yorn oo lead her with, the stable door

A othreeringed circus would he

th the performances of the next
b imnoed . pluneed, reared  up
il anhked a HQFH_‘_‘,‘L'“HL' hu
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