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"LEGEND OF THE ELE-
PHANT,

| great attention, and

THE

The elephant listened with

WEEKLY

MESSENGER.

But some of the people, when

In connection with the employ- | man had finished speaking he willive to give up the matter sol

ment of the elephant by man,|

there is an allegorical fable which,

replied

Melors are very tempting,

There was a witch of
wisdom who lived in the

casily.
great

selves up with what seemed to

when the they heard this story, were not |them no trouble at all

When all this wasmade known
o the men of the village, they im-
mediately urged unon the head

uthough it has probably no basis for these we seldom find in the neighborhood, and they went!|elephant that he and his compan-

of fact, may possess a certain in-

forest, and fresh leaves from the

md  consulted her. She con-

ions should enter into their ser-

terest for those who are fond of|luxuriant banyans which grow sidered the matter for three days|vice. An elephant was therenpon

imvestigating  the
things,
According to this story there

reasons

was, at one time, a comparatively |there are objections to the plan|she would make itall right.  The
small number of elephants upon you propose which will, T fear,|twenty pots ol rice and the brass|he arose with

the earth, and these lived together
in one great herd. They were

quiet, docile animals, and did no ilies wished to get upon my back, | phants

injury to any one. They wer
formed, however, somewhat dif-

ferently from the elephant of the sary for me to lie down, wouldn't|leaning against the trees and be-

present day. You may have
noticed that the hind legs of these

oflabout your houses are highly at-

tractive to elephants ; but, in spite
of the inducements you offer,

prevent it from being carried out
If, for instance, one of your fam-
or if you desired to place a heavy
load thereon, it would be neces-
it?

“Oh, yes,” said the man, * Our

and nights, and then she told them
 that, it they would give her twen- |
ty pots of rice and a brass gong, |

conge were \i‘.'.‘\l”‘\' brought to
her; and that night, when the ele-
were all fast
went to the place
were lying on  the

.A‘ll“'li \II"
where they
ground, or

{wit hed them, she managed her
|

{witcheries in such a way that

[ ber ol pacl

| ordered by his chief to lie down

md  be loaded, and when the

men had tied an immense nua-
es upon his back

\pparent ease and

shambled away

I'here being now no possible
objection to an elephant becoming
a beast of burden
animals began to enter into the
service of man. But many of
them did not faney labor, no

matter how able they might be to

these great

animals bend forward like the women and children could “"“"i‘h'. hind legs of the ¢ 1"_1'111\“(\ all perform it, and these separated
legs of a man, while the hind climb up to your back while you bent inward instead of outward,| {rom the main herd and scattered
legs of mearly all other quadru- arestanding, an? we could never|as they had done before

peds bend out backward, ~ In the
days of which this allegory tells,
the elephant’s hind legs =~

were formed in the same "
way: they bent out
backward like the legs
of a dog, a horse, or a
cow, The people in
that part of the country
where these elephants
lived had no beasts of
burden, or waggons, or
carts, and they olten
thought what an excel-
lent thing it would be
if the great, strong ele-
phants  would carry
them and their families
about on their broad
backs, or bear for them
the heavy loads which
they were often ob-
liged to carry from
place to place.

Oune day, several of
the men saw the leader
of the herd of elephants
standing in the shade
of a clump of trees, and
they went to him to
talk upon this subject,
I'hey told him of the
difficulties they had
taking journeys wita
their wives and children, es-
pecially in the rainy season, when
the ground was wet and muddy,
imd explained to him how hard
it was for them to carry loads of
provisions and other things from
one village to another.

* Now, twenty of these loads,”
said the spokesman of the men,

would be nothing for one of yon

to carry ; and if one of vs, and all
his family, and even sume of his
household goods, were upon your
creat back, you could walk off
vith ease. Now, what we wish
o propose to youis this: If some
{ your herd will consent to carry
is when we wish to make a
ourney, and to bear about our
ieavy goods for us, we will give
ou grass, rice, and banyan-leaves
nd melons from our gardens, and
ich other things as may be pro-
er, for your services. By this
irrangement both sides will be
enefited.”

reach high enough to place loads

upon it unless you should lie|

When the head elephant awoke
and walked [from under the tree

A SAVAGE PAIR.

down.”

“There comes in the difficulty,”
said the elephant. *Our bodies
are so large and heavy that when
we liedown it is as much as we
can do to get up.
us prefer to sleep leaning against
atree, because when we lie down
at night we often find in the
morning that it is almost impos-
sible for us to rise. Now, if we
find it difficult to get up from the
ground when we have nothing
but ourselves to lift, it is quite
plain that we could not rise at all
if we had a load upon our backs.
That is clear to your mind, is it
not ?”

g Yl‘.\,"

said the man, rather
ruefully. * I see that what you
say is true.  You would be of no
service to us if you could not get
up after we had placed our loads

upon your backs”

Indeed, most of

against which he had been lean-
ing, he was very much surprised
at the change in his gait. He
shutfled along in a very different
way from that in whicu he had
always walked before.

“Ifeel as if I were all shoul-
ders,” he said to his wife.

* And well you may,” said she,
“for your hind legs bend for-
ward, exactly like your fore
legs.”

* And so do yours !" ke cried, in
utter amazement,

The elephants who were lying

themselves over various parts of
Asia and Africa. where their de-
scendants are still found
As has been said be-
fore, it is quite likely
h that this story may not
be true; but still the
facts remain that the
elephant’s  hind legs
bend forward just like
his fore legs, and that
he shambles along very
much as if he were all
houlders.— St. Nicholas.
8
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WHAT IS THE USE
OF SNAKES?

C. C. Hopey, in his
very interesting work
on *“Snakes,” writes of
their usefulness as fol-
lows

“ Persons who dislike
snakes continually ask,
‘What is theuseof them?’
In one habit that of-
fended Lord DBacon,
namely, of *going on
their belly,’ lies one of
their greatest uses, be-
cause that, together with
internal formation and
external covering, en-
ables them to pene-
trate where no larger car-
nivorous animal could venture,
into dark and noisome morasses,
bog jungles, swamps, amid the
tangled vegetation of the tropics,
where swarms of the lesser rep-
tiles, on which so many of them
feed, would otherwise outbalance
the harmony of nature, die, and
produce pestilence

* Wondrously and exquisitely
constructed for their habitat,
they are able to exist where
the higher animals could not
and while they help to clear those

down were awakened by this
{loud conversation, and, noticing
that many of their companions

a good idea toget up and see what |
was the matter. To their aston-|
ishment they arose with great
ease. Their hind legs were bent |

were moving about in a very|mammalia,
strange way, thought it would be |

inaccessible places of the lesser
vermin, they themselves supply
food for a number of the smaller
which, with many
carnivorous birds, devour vast
numbers of young snakes. The
hedgehog, weasel ichneumon, rat,
etc, and an immense number of
birds keep snakes within due limit

Axdhe and his fellows returned | under their heavy bodies, and | while the latter perlorm their part

sadly to their village.

|they were enabled to lift them-

{among the lesser creatures,

e




