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TOPICS OF AN OLD- 

TIMER
Bscs to Hamilton Again—A Bundle of 

Interesting old Newspapers and 
*ocal Documents Loaned by Mrs. 
Bird—An Old Assessment Roll— 
Many Names of Old Timers upon 
l—A Scandalous Administration of 

Justice in the Forties - A Convert 
:or a Purpose Old Papers The 
New York Globe and Emerald of 
1825 — Catholic Emancipation - 
Catholic Register of Philadelphia, 
date of 1838 The New World 
of New York, for 1842 Dublin 
Freeman s Journal for 1896. Con­
fining a Report of the Irish Race 
'Convention of that Year -Many 
Canadians Present —Old Hamilton 
Elections -“•Charley” Magill and 
•• Paddy ” McKinstry, both Irish. 
Rivals for Mural Honors Terry 
dranigan s Chronicles.

PRICE FIVE CENT

nave been favored by Mrs. (.has 
J Bird of Hamilton, with the perus­
al of a bundle ol papers and do 
cuim-ntx which to me would be very 
interesting had 1 time to give them 
tnai attention which theii contents 
•uent Mrs Bird is a Hamilton-horn 
ladx of much intelligence and hospi­
tality. 1 have ait excellent recollec- 
’ion of her father, Mr. John Uriel, 
who was in early days an assessor of 
ifiat city, also, her uncle, Mi Timo­
thy Brick, whose election as town 
councillor in 18-11 1 well remember, 
and the lively contest his candidacy 
aiised. his opponent being Mr Dan- j 

lel Kelly, an extensive carriage manir- 
tarturer ol that time Mrs. Bird, be­
fore her marriage, was well known 
as Susan Brivk. and was one 
belles of Hamilton, beautiful,
• imI witty. The Hamilton 
formed a large family 
>1 good Kerry stock and
with the Ponsonbys

They 
were 

Her 
sw.w

of the 
bright 
Bricks 

come 
allied 

father’s 
mien ||nj>pufi \quosuo,i tnpic 

Mr Uhas. J. Bird, her husband, is a 
son of the late Dr Bird of Lindsay, ! 
and I am happy to say they get 
along well together. They have an ! 
only child, Charles, a line young man. ; 
who devotes his spare hours to tlie 
anse of union labor and is honored 
n labor circles. Mrs Bird has a 

splendid memory and there are few ! 
■vents in the life of the city of 11am- 
ilt in that she cannot recall, and 
O’.d-Timer is happy to count her and 
nei good husband among his Kamil 
ton friends

mise there are but very lew others, 
if any, who have any recollection of 
him. Henry Crawford comes next on 
the King street list, hut 1 have lost 
uiy recollection ol him. 1 remember 
Joseph Mills, though, who was a 
flatter in Hamilton before tilassco or 
Bastedo came. George Mortimer 1 
nave but a slight recollection of D. 
ti. Galbraith still survives, is a large 
property owner, and 1 believe owned 
the ground on which the Waldorf Ho­
tel stands. He is now close to nine­
ty years ol age. He had a brother 
in business with him in the grocery 
une, whose name I think was T. W 
Galbraith The Galbraiths were gro­
cers James Myers, 1 remember. 
Henry Magill, 1 think, was a brother 
of “Charley," afterwards mayor and 

i member of parliament and of Irish 
nativity David Boyle, better known 
as “Davy" Boyle, was an Irishman 
and a blacksmith ol some intelligence 
who used to have some “say" in 
things. Thomas Blair, 1 remember, 
but can’t tell anything about him 
now, only that he was respectable 
and had cow.-.. Charles Willott has 
escaped my memory, but Andrew 
Mdlroy has not. lie was one ol 
Hamilton's early active men. He 
was a contractor and large proper­
ty owner. lie was lush and a 
member t>f the old town board, and 
when the “burg" was organized into 
a city he botanic one of ihc first 
mayors, and if 1 am not mistaken, 
was afterwards one of thé city 's par­
liamentary membeis. Conrad Depew 
was an American. The Depews lived 
on King street east, and included 
daughters who carried on dressmak­
ing. Stew nr I McDonnell was eon 
nii ted w ith the stage coaches. The 
(oiegomg all resided on King street 
east The assessment roll Is enter­
ed by wards and these ate included 
in the 4th ward. King street seems 
to have been a boundary line for all 
the wards, ol which there were four.

On Mam street in the fourth ward 
1 find the name of Thomas McIntosh. 
This man was the father oi Thomas 
McIntosh, the well-known printer of 
"Banner" days. He lived immediate­
ly north of Buchanan, Harris a Co's 
big wholesale store, and was a weav­
er by trade. Mrs. Price’s name is 
inserted in the Mam street list 1 
think she was the woman who kept 
one of the lirst Hamilton hotels, a 
cottage-shaped house, liehind the 
square at King and Wellington 
streets 'Widow Springer," 1 pre­
sume, was the relict of one of the 
owners of farms on which the city 
is now spread out The Methodist 
“New Connexion" church on Main
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this is also interesting. The choice
ol a successor to these men was left 
by the Government to Vitar-General 
McDonnell, who trusted to his judg-1 Charles 
ment. One reason for this was the ! 
disposition of members of his flock, I 
to air their troubles in court. Re­
siding in the next house to the Vicar 
was another ex-military man, one 
Uaptam Armstrong, who purposely in­
gratiated himself into the good giaces 
of the dear old priest He had a 
large family and was very poor He 
was aware that whosoever the Vicar 
lecommended to the Government 
would receive the appointment, and 

i to' make sure of the plum for liini- 
i «11, Armstrong and his whole family 
: tievame Catholics. When Bowen and * 
j Uoxbcrry were removed ihe Vicar re- 
| .'ommended A mist rung loi the posl- 
] I ion and he got it. lie held his court 

in the old engine house on King ANT I - 
| liam street. lie was hardly warm in 

iis seal, however, when lie recanted 
and attended Catholic worship no 
more. This is one of the religious 

Hamilton that

■, duns The Freeman's Journal befoit 
me contains also the story of “ My 
Lite m Two Hemispheres," by Sir 

G.tv.in Duflv.

The New York World of Sepieiubri 
Id, 1898 contains a description of 
Palmer and Buckner’s campaign for 
the sound money Democrats in the 
Piesidential contest of that year 
with a letter from Grover (levé 
laud. _

The Hamilton Him aid of Soptembri 
1, line, contains an account of the 
.aurally contest in Hamilton in

when
this

1

Among the documents that Mrs. 
Hird has been kind enough to give hc 
1 lie loan of is a Hamilton assessment 
roll ol some year of the earlv forties. 
It is minus the rover and one or two 
jf the front pages, so that I am at a 
'oss for the year for which the roll 
was made out, hut think it 
or 1841 I well remember 
one-half of the names of the tax-pay 
*r% therein mentioned

The first name written down in this 
assessment roll is that of Mr. "G.
P Bull," which, if given in full, 
would be George Perkins Bull. Mr.,
.Tull was a printer and publisher, and 
«■dried the Tory newspaper organ, i 
"Tnc Gazette." This Mr. Bull was 
an Irishman and an Orangeman and j 
«as the father of a large and in- aPP'arance 
cresting family. Before going to 

Hamilton he was the owner ol a 
printing office in Toronto, located on 
King street east. But that was away 
tack in the thirties I remember the 
•notto of the Gazette It was “Fear 
God. honor the King and meddle not 
with those who are given to change.”
It is more than a generation since 
he Gazette ceased to exist.
The next name is that of Mrs.

Thomas Wilson, afterwards Mrs 
Thomas Beatty, of whom I have re- 

■ eut-ly made some mention. Her lo- 
ation was the southeast corner of 
John and Main streets, where she 
kept a hotel Mrs Wilson was an 
Irish Catholic.

John Smith figures third no the 
list, on King street east, but I do 
-not remember this partieulai John 
Smith. Alexander Bunker eomes 
next. Hr was a "Yankee," and a 
grocer, whose place rtf business was 
on the south side of King street, near 
John He was a genial fellow but 
oeside Mr. David B. Galbraith. I sur-

street comes in here. Ezekiel Mc­
Cann was an Irishman who owned 
considerable property on Main and 
Tyburn streets and an old tenement 
house that was owned by him stands 
on the south side of Tyburn street 
yet. Tyburn street got that nanir 
because that street ran behind the 
jail and a man named Crowley was 
oneeJianged there, and Tyburn street 
in London was a place of execution, 
and who has not read of the “Ty­
burn hurdles?" The name of tlu­
st reel, however, in recent years, lias 
been changed to Jackson street, in 
favor of Hamilton's early business 

was 18431 man, Edward Jackson. The "Wes 
at least | ley an Methodist" church was on the 

same street. Di lièrent kinds of Me­
thodist churches were numerous in 
those days. There has been a union 
of some of the branches since 
Thomas Atkinson was a butcher, oc­
cupying a stall in the old tow n liait 
building. Daniel Kelly's can iage fac­
tory was on the north side of Main 
street, a little east of John street. 
David White was an Irishman and a

scandals belonging to 
icinembered to this 

tended conversion of 
of course for a purpn-

1

day.
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The 
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want to gu through this assess­
ment lull because there ale many 
well-known names yet to be mention­
ed and commented on. hut 1 have no 
more space lot this matter in this
i

Among the newspapers lent me by 
Mrs Bird are llie “Globe and Emer­
ald’1 oi New York, beating the date 
of 1855. This is rare and interesting. 
It was a weekly journal devoted to 
literature, politics and the arts. It 
is largely taken up with the discus­
sion o( Catholic Emancipation, and 
Irish grievances generally. Notable 
is the reply ol Lord Brougham to 
tin- Duke of York on the emancipation 
question, which emancipation did not 
take place until leur years later. 
The principal American sympathizer 
with Ireland in those days was John 
Tyler, who became president of the 
l uited States. One of the features 
is a long, loving letter of Bishop 
England of Chariest»i. S.C addles- , 
eil To Daniel O'Vuiihell. The Globe 
a& Emerald” is the oldest Irish- 
American paper that I have 
knowledge of. I

Charles Magill 
f ii ni y Mckinstry, both Irish 
'•'n Kinstrv won. Along will 
there is an allusion to a n all 
Humorous sheet, then in the puss 
siou of Mrs. Bird, entitled “llrani- 
gan s Chronicle- which was publish­
ed by Terry Hranigan, the well- 
known baker, and edited by one 
' Tom Fleming, both men being well 
known to Old-Timer in the day of 
hi- youth. Tin- figures for other eelv 
hrated election contests in Hamilton 
are also given in this issue of tIn- 
lie raid Alas, all the men whose
names are here mentioned have long 
since passed in their checks and dis­
appeared from the scenes of activin 
and strife, others following in their 
wake and striving for the bauble of 
fame
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Meaning of the Word "Chauffeur'
“Every 

pa pei I
gue, 
feur. 
at the

I

anv

' court-crier, a tall man of imposing

Men’s 
Furlined 
Coats

Catherine street was the home ol 
■ some o( Hamilton’s men of import­
ance in tho:;e days, for instance. Dr.

1 O'Reilly, on the corner of Catherine 
j and King, a popular physician, and 
! father of the Dr. O'Reilly who was 
j lately superintendent of the Toronto 

General Hospital Major Bowen is 
down for Catherine street, although 

i he owned a farm on the eastern line 
of the town. He was an unenviable 

i notoriety as a stipendiary magistrate 
in the forties. Associated with him 
was another magistrate named Cap­
tain Roxberry Both were ex-mili-
tary men, and they ran a "justice 
shop" togetler on the west side of 
John street south, near the Court 
House Square, for all that was in it. 
It was the greatest travisty on jus­
tice ever known, and the poor people 
of Gorki own were the greatest suf­
ferers, as litigation was great I v en­
couraged among them. The litigation 
mill was kept running night and day 
and these men were growing very- 
rich. At last the goveinment “got 
on” to their scandalous proceedings 
and closed them up. All kinds of 
eases were trumped up, and fines and 
costs were imposed on the most 
trifling pretexts. The aftermath to

:o:o:o;o.oo:o:c
HIGHER

ACCOUNTANCY MAD à EASY

The Catholic Register ol Philadel­
phia, a few copies of which are among 
tlie number, bears date of 1838, and ! 
the most imjrortant mat 1er they con- 
lam is a report of the celebrated ' 
religious discussion between Rev Mi 
Gregg, a Protestant minister, and 
Father Tom Maguire, a Catholic 
priest, which is reported in full and 
is very interesting to controversial­
ists.

* * *

The New World, which 1 often read 
when a boy, bears date of July, 1812 | 
The great feature of that onee im-* 
portant literary journal, now before 
me. is a review of the lives of the 
“United Irishmen," written by Dr.
R R Madden, and dedicated to Wil­
liam Henry Currrn Esq

* * *

A ropy of the Dublin Freeman's 
Journal, dated September 5, 1898 
contains a verbatim report of the 
great Irish Race Convention held in 
Dublin, Ireland that mon'h and veat 
A number of Canadians are given 
prominence in this report, which in­
cludes the names of Archbishop Walsh, 
Rev. Dr Frank Ryan, Mr. Ja< J
For of Toronto: John McKeow n of. 
Hamilton: the Hon. John Costigan.
AI I*., and Chevalier J. Hrnev of Ot­
tawa; Rev. Dean Harris of St. Cat li­
ai mes, and a number of other C'ana-

iine I pick up ,i new 
-aid Colonel Rem sen Moula 
ee something about a ehauf- 

*A chauffeur lias run his cai 
rate of ninety miles an hour,' 

‘A chauffeur nearly ran over Kaisei 
Wilheim,' ‘A chauffeur lias been lined 
for uverspeeding,' and so on. Now. 
I will wager a large 10-cent Flor 
rte Swetgas cigar that not one per­
son in a thousand w Im reads 1 host- 
art teles or the man that writes them 
knows the real meaning of the word 
ehaufieur. It i< an old provincial 
French wind and was oiiginallv ap- 

-'livd to robbers who Went about 
*ihe cotinTry entering fatm infuses and 
torturing farmers to tell where thrv 
had hidden their money It was used 
as a derisive application by the 
French to the drivers of the first 
smoke wagons and now it has conic 
into general use. The French also 
use it to designate a fireman or 
stoker and in English chemistry it 
denotes a small stove for melting 
metals. It is entirely out of place 
when used for the driver of a motor 
ca' and he should he called a motor­
ist or something like that ."'—Brook­
lyn Eagle,________ .

Little Louise MacPherson, whose 
mother, Mrs. McPherson, formerly 
conducted St Mary's choir, Toronto, 
lias developed into a pianist of the 
highest class. The little girl—only 
13 years old—gave a recital in Butte, 
Mont last week, which has attract­
ed much attention from musical cri­
tics in the west

GROWTH OF THE C.O.F.
lu view ol the many members ol 

the Vat hoi tc Order of Forester» in 
Canada the following account from 
the New York World of the growth 
and present standing ol the Order in 
the United States, will doubt less 
prove interesting- 

The history of the Catholic Or del 
of Foresters since it was organized 
on May 12, 1888. is a eource of par­
donable pride to every man identified 
with the society. It was no easy 
matter to interest people in a Ua- 

| t hoiic beneficiary society tw-enty- 
| two years ago. The fraternal sys­

tem was at that time an unknown 
quantity There was little enmui- 

, .igement held out to (’atholies in 
the early eighties to become mem­
bers of any kind of an association, 
while they were absolutely forbidden 
to affiliate with certain mgam/a- 
tion, while they were absolutely lot 
bidden to affiliate with certain or­
ganizations which had properly been 
jdaeed under tin- ban of the ("htm h 

Non-Catholics were organized for 
family pioieci.un and the insurance 
paid to the dependents of deceased 
members w.i recognized 
as of very great and la 
Inducement, was held on 
lie to lier»imp members 

cieties and gradually tin- 
strength and prcstisY. A 
ever, they met with jk»i 
the matter of interestinj.
The first Catholic fraie 
anee society of any note was oigan- 
izcd about the year 1873. Others 
followed, but their growth was slow . 
Fraternal insurance began to lie scri 

1 nuslv discussed, and on May 24. 
1883, the Catholic Order of Foresters 
of Illinois was organized in Chicago, 
its cradle being rocked in Holy Fam­
ily parish.

MR. JOHN F >K'ANLAN HIGH 
CHIEF RANGER 

Mr. John F. Scan I an, who con­
tinues down to the present day to 
be an active worker in the ranks of 
the Catholic Order of Foresters, was 
the first High Chief Ranger. He had 
the co-operation of many earnest men 
and although the prospects for suc­
cess were not always of an encourag­
ing nature, those men determined 
to continue on (heir onward march, 
believing there was a great future 
in Chicago and the West (or a socie 
tv like the one whose cause they es­
poused The great problem was how­
to obtain members. The scope of the 
society was at first necessarily lim­
ited. The amount of insurance to lie 
paid lo beneficiaries ol deceased mem­
bers depended upon the membership 
of the society, ihc plan being to levy 
an assessment of one dollar on each 
member No death occurred in 1883, 
but three were rccoided in ÎK84.

\s the membership increased. Mr. 
Scanlan and his lieutenants improved 
every o|)jiortubity to promote the in­
fluence of the order and their suc­
cess is reflected in present-day con­
ditions From time to linn- amend­
ments were made to the constitution, I 
progress being the watchword at all 
times. After the first three deaths 
which took place in 1881, the sum 
of Sl.lMHi has ever since been paid to 
beneficiaries of deceased members. 
The good arising from these disburse­
ments was apparent, and as a direct 
result the membership slowly but 
surely increased.

delegate The order had meanwhile 
spread to Canada. In 1892, at the 
Montreal convention, Mr. lohn U. 
Schuber- was chosen High Chief Ran­
ger, and one year later was re-elected 
at Chicago Owing to the rapid 
growth ol the order, it was decided 
in 1K9|, at the St. Haul convention, 
•o create state and provinciri juris- 
ilu lions, and thereafter the method 
of representation was changed, t«c 
state and p-ovincial conventions 
electing delegates on an aggregate 
membership basis instead of each 
court having direct repnsectation 
as formerly. This proved very suc­
cessful . With an increasing member­
ship, the conventions wen- becoming 
inwieldly under the original system 
Tlie new method provided for one de­
legate (or each 50fi members in the 
jurisdiction. The net result was an 
immense saving in money in the mat- 
‘ of conventions alone.

PLAN OF ASSESSMENT 
CHANGED.

chubert stepped aside in 1894, 
writer was chosen to

i '-ed him, no change having met 
maue in the position of High 

inger. At that time the total 
■ ship ol the ordet was 28,5-79 
I he agitation to change tlie 
assessment brought lot 

[35 at the convention held at 
t ' 'anada It was a hard 

-j contested battle, but the 
ate plan was forced to 

to tlu- demand for a more 
he method, and a graded 
of assessment wa 

great trouble here was 
rate was much too low. 1 
vertheless, a step not on 
vance, hut in the right dix 
is always a very difficult mat 1er to 
convince the tank and file of the 
bership of any society of the 
sit y of adopting a rate high 
to cover the cost of 
our experience has 
tion to the general
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ut T R ATM 
When our order was 

wards of twenty-two 
had nothing to guide 
1er of rates. Every move made 
a guess. Wv not only did 
we could, but the best 
how. Now we have more than a 
score of years of experience behind 
us and in the langu ige of a distin- 

Xmerican statesman, “ We 
by a condition, not

established up- 
yeai s ago we 
us in the mat- 

was 
tlie best 

we knew

The Toronto house to house visi­
tation, arranged by the Ontario 
Sabbath School Association, is to be 
made on Wednesday, November 29. A 
strong executive committee has been 
formed, representative of Catholic 
and Protestant churches, including 
Rev. Father Mtnehan, and there is 
therefore to be concerted action in 
carrying out the plan The help of ' 
800 visitors and supervisors will be 
required, the entire work to be done 
on the one day.

PROF J P. LAUTH SUCCEEDS 
MR SCANLAN.

In 188# Mr. Scanlan retired from 
the post of chief executive, being 
succeeded by Professor J. p Lauth, 
who was then, even as h is now. in 
the prime of vigorous manhood Un­
der his guidance the order prospered 
The society had now assumed a cos­
mopolitan caste, including in its 
membership Irish, German and French 
Catholics. Polish, Bohemian and 
Italian Catholics had become mem­
bers in the meantime and ultimate 
success was alrvadv 
Mr Patrick J 
time Clerk of
Cook County, took up the reins laid 
down by Prof Lauth in 1890, and 
under his regime pi os périt y also 
reigned New courts were organized

guished
.ire confronted
a theory." Our present rates are ,ioi 
.-.ufficient. That being the case, it is 
only common justice to all—young 
and old—that our system be properly 
readjusted as soon as possible. If 
the National Fraternal Congress ta­
ble of rates Im- accepted as satislae- 
• oty, uo tpau Us lit* age whet ft 
may. will he called upon to jiay more 
or less than the cost of his insurance. 
That he has paid less in tlie past is 
no excuse why he should now hesi­
tate to pay his just projiortion for 
the future Buta" 
trouble Hi
ing bargain counter prices for his 
insurance that he insists every 
should be a “bargain Friday "

On account of 
selfishness that
is sometimes not an easy proposition 
lor us to see what our best 
are, but I believe that 
able man it. our

therein lies the 
is so accustomed to pav-

* treat barrier 
clouds our reason,

day

of
it

afford 
dependent

pay for that proper- 
something approximating its

agree
pro-

upon

interest 
every reason- 

order who has any 
conception at all of ordinary business 
affairs, will, upon reflection, 
that in order to 
tection to those 
him, he must 
tion 
cost

The Catholic Order ot Foresters 
stands to-day the foremost Catholic 
fraternal insurance society on the 
American continent. Its affairs 
in the hands oi competent and 
cessful business men whose 
t ion for honor, honesty and 
is of the highest possible 
Everything is handled with

already an assured fact. | mJll0m>' 1surplus funds of 
. Cahill, at the present amounting to 3938,380.34,
the Probate Court of "vested in strictly high class see

are 
suc-

reputa 
integrity 

standard 
an eve tveye

of

ties We have

were const an th

THE 0ÜE PIANO] PMPLINE
Thill’s the eunri-ttinn l,«-• IThat’s the expression u$ed by 
the greatest musicians to mark 
the exclusive place held by the

♦ Heintzman Sc Co.;
PIANO

MADE BY
Ye Olde Firme of Heintz­

man * Co.

New
and new members 
added to established courts. If there 
ever existed a doubt that the order 
would not succeed it was dispelled h- 
this time Desirable men became 
members, all claims were met prompt­
ly. and the benefits resulting from 
membership were manifest on all
sides

the 
are 

securi-
e paid to date in death 

claims alone the sum of $7.815,412 - 
88, not including upwards of $2,000 - 
non disbursed for sick benefit and fun 
eral expenses. The present member­
ship is over 118,000 Conventions

The coat that made 
Dinecn famous—Muskrat 
lined—with wide Otter col. 
hr and lapels—best 
cloth outside—$50.

tver

Yonge and 
Temperance St*.

fiv means of our original, complete 
Correspondence course in

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANCY
carefully prepared and jeeraonallv (8 
conducted by David Hoskins. V C.
A., Toronto. Sec.■ Trees. C.A. In 
atitutv for Ontario.
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r#; a la tter salary.
(f) Particular-- frt .
• DAVID HOSKIX F.C A. Instructor
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For over fifty years we have l«een 
giving experience and study to the 
perfecting of this great piano, 
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BURNING OIL
Rivals the Sun

Canadian Oil Co.
Limited

2-12 Strachan Avenue 
Toronto

MR JOHN C SUIH BERT 
CHOSEN

Conventions were held annually and 
each court was represented b\ one
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i are held biennially Every leading 
I fraternal insurance society in the 

country with singularly few excep­
tions, has increased its rales to an 
..deqiiatc figure during the past four 
or five years, and there can scarce!v 

, be anv doubt that the Catholic Order 
1 of Foresters will have the moral 

homage 'o do likewise at its next in* 
J teinational convention to lw held in 
I the city of SI. Paul, on tlie first 
i Monday in August, 1907

Exactly 
Where It 

Came From—

S A letter filed by the 
GF.nUINE SHANNON SYS­
TEM may always be found 
exactly where it belongs, be­
cause it’s just as easy to return 
it tc its right place as to a 
wrong one.

^ The Shannon System has 
advantages of safety and con­
venience provided by nc other
method.
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