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Allocstion_of Gol. W, J. . MacLeod Moore
before the Eixth Annual As-
 the Sovereign Great Priory

Templars in Moutreal,
ALLOCUTION
Oi the 8|mo Grand Master, Col. Macleod
Moore, t Prior of the Bovereign Great
Priory of Canada, read beore the Great
Priory at Montreal, on Tuesday, the 22+d

FrATRER,—It is” with undiminished plea-

sure 1 you once again,'as I had tl
feared my impaired health of ln‘::h{
I could not kave had that gratification at

this, our Annusl Assembly, held somewhat
later than usual, to admit of members who
Delong to the A. & A. 8. Rite 33° attending
thesquno Counci! in session here this
vree:

During the 5:: fifteen months the fell
destroyer has t lightly with our ranks ;
no reports of casualties by death have been
announced to me, Not so our fratres of the
United States, who have lost some of their
bright lights, They have our fraternaisym~

pathy.

The notice last year of the death of our
late esteemed frater, Charles Davis Macdon,
nel, of Peterboroagh, Ont., did not take

lace until after the annual meeting of Great

rory—he died on the 20.h July, 1888—
and was at one period Grand Chancellor ot
this Gireat Priory. His kindly and genial dis-
position endewsed him to all who had the
pleasure of hiz acquaintance—he is another
who has passed .“(gr?l‘ the recipients of the
Jesser cross of the Order,—conferfed upon
him at my recommendation, by H. R. H.
the Prince of Wales, as a Knight Command~
er of the Temple in Civada. *‘May he
rest in ¥

Invitations were sent to me irom bodies
of the obedience of the Grand Encampment
of the United States, and no doubt were
also received by others in this &lrildiction.
to attend the Triennial nclave at
Washington during the early part of the
month, which my’ failing health did not ad-
mit of my accepting, but I am glad to lean
that many members from Canada were pre-
sent, ad it is always profitable to witness
the proceedings of other Grand Bodies of
the Order, Altg:mqh differing so materially
from our own, by which the fiaterual and
kindly feelings are thus kept up, and I re-
joice to say, such exists amongst us. We
can assure them at all times of a fraternal
welcome,—no doubt in the present instanse
our Capadian fratres found their visit to
Washington to witness the magrificent
speotacie of so many U. S. Templars in
military uniform, and partaking of thein,
generous and lavish hospitality, most enjoy«
able. To me large military organizations are
no new sight, and I capnot mow feel the
same interest in those of an imitative char-
acter, more particularly as I have loag
abandoned he idea that Masonic Military
Templary represents ‘‘the true Order,” o
that there is any connection between Tem~

lary and masonry, which at one time
f-y have supposed existed, —at the same
time the discussi and proceediogs in
their Grand Eacampment are always inter-

rr:d legend being taken for granted as ntﬂaj1
y

To the Nestor of the symbolism of - Mas-
oary and erudite writer on all subjects con-
nected with Masoory, Generai Atbert Pike,
Grand Commander of the Southera jurisdic-
tion A. & A. S. Rite 33°, I am indebted for
the most interesting and valuable inform-
ation as vegards true Templary, from his
facile learned pen, which has cleared up
many doubtful points relative to Masonic
Templary, that had not been quite clear to
me,

Excepting for the unfortunate misunder-
standing with the Great Priory of England
our relations with all other jarisdictions are
undistarbed.

I caunot help remarking, with all due re-
spect for the opinions of vthers, that I con-
sider it was a mistaka to have interfered
with my last year’s Allocution, by not pub-
lishing it intact as read, with the proceed-
ings, The committee to whom it was re-
ferred bad a perfect right to express their
disapproval of auy portion of it that they
did not a to, but I think they should
have rendered it 1n fu'l, to prevent any mis«
construction bemg placed upon 1t by those
who had not heard it read, and to admit of
the whole body being acquainted with my
views, I make these remarks in all good
feeling, not from any fault-finding with the
adverse opinions of others,

I regre: having been unable to visit any
of the %recepwriu from ill health, ex-
cepting that at Brockville, but have been
well represented by the Provincial Priors,
whose reports wiil be laid before you.

1 shall now continue from last year’s Al
locution my detached remarks o the Temp-
lar system of the empire, and endeavour to

int out many errors and mistakes that

ve crept in and been allowed to remain
for want of contradiction and explanation,

The inception of a true and correet under-
standing of the Modern Templar system,
must be looked for from the commencement
of the Grand Mastership of H. R. H. the
Prince of Wales and formation of a “Con-
vent General”’ for the Empire A. D. 1873,
a8 it is only within the last thirty years any
attempt has been made to ¢’car up the con-
tradic ory opinions and statements that
surround Modern Templary, respecting its
origin, object and meaning, with its assumed
ic connect'oa, no trouble being taken
Ereviouuly to investigate the truth or false

ood of the assertions made, every idle tale

true. Various theories were advan
to prove that Templary was a component
part «f “Free and Accepted Masonry” of
the 1717 rovival; but all have failed to con-
vince before historic viuth and modern
eriticism, however carefully perversion of
truth may be arrauged. At this time
873, a most searching investigation wa
instituted as to i‘s aileged derivation an
connection with Freemasonry, as well
direct descent from the old orders
chivalry. It was then clearly ascartaine
and declared that Modern Templary was in|
no way & part of speculative kreemasoury,
but merely allied to it, to preserve the in-
timate connection that was supposed to have
exis' ed between the old Christian huilders
—stone masons of the Cloisters, and the
Religions and Military Orders of the Crus-

esting and ve. My corresp

vith%.lntr Grand Master, General Charles
Roome, has been most pleasing, in which we
have exchanged ideas of interest to both on
the - construction of the two modern syss

ades, to rep t and t them as a
Christian society, following the principles
and usages of cinvalry by g;urving their)
traditions and trinitarian Christian belief

Although it cannot claim a direct descent
from the ancient ““‘Military” Order, af‘er its
suppression in the 14th century, &ti'l a con-
tinuous connection exists, the perpetu=
ation of its doctrines and princivles acsount-
ed for and traced, from many cf the original
members retiring into secular life and the
religious houses throughout Europe, and
also joining the cotemporary Order of St.
John of Jerusalem, If the old ‘‘Templar
Order” is dead, its reachings have survived.
Nothing ismore cerlain than that the rules,
constitution and even the general features
of the ceremonies Lave been preserved, a
sropmtod and practised with such J-

cations as the changes in opiunion and state
of society demand, and is a revival of the
same object, which it correctly represents,
This view of the subj ct has the weight of
evidence, legendary as well as
over the visiona"y tion of **
Templary, but many in this_sceptical ag-
who bave taken the Templar d. grees, eager
ly seize upon any new theory, physical or
moral, to use it, if possible, against Christ-
ianity, under the cover of scieuce or eriti-
cism, insisting that in the course of evolution
the old Templar doctrines were mer, into
specu'ative Masonry of a wni creed,
and will not admit the advisableness of per-
petuating the exclusive Christian trigitarian
cuaracter, considering that Knights Terap'ary
and Freemasonry must eventually yield to
evolutionary progress, believing that mau's
coneeption-of the Deity with
his know edge of nature, and with advanced
intellectual studies. Of revelation they pro-
fess to know but little.

1. Such is the language of the free-thinking
and advanced opinions of the day as regards
Templary in opposition to those who desire
to perpetuate in the true Tcmplar system
the dootrines of the catholic faith to the
honour and glory of God.

II. The argument brought forward, that
the 'i‘:lmp‘lnr d‘cgrm formed F:ee part of the
original p'an of speculative on
tho“ r"'i’nl 18 a mistake hn upof
anachronisms, as they all refer to.periods
long after the invention of additional de,
or the Templar system. The error of I%
ing these del at all has been distinv
pointed out by modern Masonic investige
tion of the most reliable authority.

IIL. The Templar degrees are not a Milis
tary association ; they only borrow the name
from the ancient chivalric Orders, whose

rinciples and rules they are su to
jmitate by engaging ina spiritnal warfare
for the protection and promulgation of the
Christian faith, which it is not reasonable
to believe would be accomplished if they
reverted toits original military character,

As a purely Christian society allied to
Freemasonty, military evolutions and dise
plays are quite out of place, of no_benefit,
lm{ nuestionable both in policy and utility,

The title *'Sir” prefixed to the names of
membey 3 is another inconsistency, assuming
a title of the Bntish aristocracy, frequently
making tlha (m:l mistake of le u:n‘ vnt the
baptismal name O,nllnr. to which 1t a
pliru. as the “title” ean orly be v
used with the Christisnmame, or when com-
b ned with it and the surname, The term
sfrater” has be.n incorrectly objected to,
as giving toe idea that it efers to the
“Roman Catholic Priesthood.” This is a
mistake, the word was always used in the
medig@val military religious fraternities, be~

in the symbolic teaching of the *‘Sacred

tems. }

Mysteiies.” 4

ing merely the Latin“for brother.
°'fv. There is no such thing as Masonic
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