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Prominent Toplcs.

Lord Pirrie anticipates the very gen
eral use of motor vessels
navigation.  Interviewed at Copen

“1 was on board the Danish motor

Metor Ships. in ocean
hagen, he said:
vessel Fionia during her recent trips in the Kielfjord,
and can only admire the way in which Denmark has
I think motor
vessels will be of special importance in ocean naviga

worked out and solved this problem.

hon,

“The only trouble is that oil does not exist in Eng
land, Germany or France, but in America, especially
in Western America, motor vessels will be largely
weed soon, as oil is plentiful and much cheaper there
than
team power will prevail for the present,
experience has been obtained.

“There is no doubt that for the carrying trade
motor vessels of 10,000 to

coal.  However, for large transatlantic liners

until more

12,000 tons are superior
1y steamers of the same size, and for that reason their
mvention means a revolution in navigation,”

The last word will not be said about motor ships
or automobiles until we get the long-promised effec-
tive light and economical storage battery
ably not then.

and prob-

As the

observes

Pall
Great

Mall Gazette truly
Britain the
responsible position of - having to

Panama Canal Is mn
Discrimination.
uphold not only  herown rights,
ut those of the whole world which depend on the
IHay-Pauncefote treaty.
Even in Germany the press
approval of the
Government is not willing to join i it

expresses  cordial
British protest, although the German
Secretary
Kuox in his letter on the subjects to the Chairman of
the Committee on Interoceanic Canals says:

“Ihe communication sums up the proposals men
tioned as (1) one to exempt all American shipping
from tolls;
tolls which they might pay; (3) one to exempt from
the payment of tolls American ships engaged in the
trade, and  (4) one to repay to the last
American ships tolls which they might

(2) one to refund to all American ships

coastwise
named class of
pav.

“Phe communication indicates it to he the opnion
of his Britannic Majesty’s Government that to-ex
empt all American shipping from the payment of
tolls would involve an infraction of the treaty, and
indicates further the opinion that there would be no
difference in principle hetween charging tolls, only
thereafter to refund them, and rennitting auch tolls
altogether.  The that  the
method of charging but refunding tolls, while per
haps complying with the Tetter of the treaty,
<tll contravene its spirit

“I'he communication admits that there is nothing
in the Hay-Pauncefote treaty to prevent the United
States from subsidizing its shipping, but claims that

opinion is - expressed

would
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there is a great distinction between a general subady
cither to shipping at large or to shipping engagedl
in any given trade, and a subsidy caleulated particu
larly with reference to the amount of use of the canal
by the subsidized lines or vessels,  Such a subsdy,
if granted, would not, in the opinion of s Britanni
Majesty's Government, be in accordance with the
obligations of the treaty.”

The refusal of the Senate to postpone action i
tie matter until the question has been threshed ot
in the ordinary diplomatic channels, can only T
the effect of making a satisfactory agreement more
difficult.  Any diserimination in- favor of  Amenican
shipping, 15 a diserimination agaim-t all foregn <hip
ping and an adverse decision by the Hague Tribuna!
would lead to claims the United

endless against

States for damages direct and indirect.

They manage some thing hetter
i Berlin than they doom Mont
real. of

UNNeCessar

Anti-Noise Lrws

in Berlin. them 1< the

One sup

lll'l'~~i<i|l of OIS
They have numerous regulations on the subject; and
what will strike Montrealers with anazement, i< that
they are systematically enforced. ‘e Berlin police
do not wait for the municipal council to tell them to
enforce a law. They act on the assumption that
laws are intended to be obeyved and that it s then
business to see that they are obeved.  In Berlin it s
illegal to make any noise at all between two and four
o'elock in the afternoon.  How this can be oheved
heaven only knows, but apparently if you take ~nnfi
at five minutes past two, you mustn’t sneeze

after four,

until
Only from ¢ to 2 and 4 to 10 can a
musical instrument he used at all, although by apph

cation to the police, if vou propose having “com

pany™ you may obtain a special permit tomike

“music” after 10 pans, for which privilege a fee must
be paid in proportion to the amount of “musc?

o
be made. It is forbidden to sing, <hout or whistle
on the front stairs of an apartment howse, to play

any musical instrument in-aroom with the window
apen; or to beat carpets except m certaun hours on
two particular days in the week. Organ grinder
are only let 1oose one day a week inoeach district
Among other regulations are

A requirement for the special packing of load

tals, milk-cans, cteo),

(e
which produce great norse
case of street transport

A requirement that springless transport vehicles

automobiles or otherwise — which canse undue norse
nast proceed at walking pace

That automobiles must give therr warnimg
in a manner not offensive to the publi

Even the locomotive whistle 15 silenced within the
ity You can make very little nove i Bethin with
out paying a fine of seventy five oot e use of
our camal boat syren, our antomohile shricking ma
chine, or flat-wheeled street car with noey gear and
rattling windows would cost the owner mall fortune
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