ANADIAN HONEY EXCHANGE
CROP REPORT FOR 1905
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THE INFLUENCE OF LARVAL
FOOD ON THE PROSPERITY
OF THE COLONY.

(Paper by R. Beuhne, Esq., Before the
Victorian Bee-keepers' Association,
Melbourne, Australia.

At our last annual meeting we had
a very valuable address from Dr. Cher-
Iy on “The Growth of the Grub.” Dr.
Cherry demonstrated by scientific rea-
soning that ill-nourishment of the lar-
vae results in lack of vigor, and im-
paired vitality the perfect insect.
It is not a question of the quantity of

food, but one of quality, a
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nitrogen. As bee-keepers, we know
that a deliciency in quantity of larval
food is corrected at once by the worker
bees in resiricting brood rearing,
should it occur suddenly, by
oul eggs and even larvae.
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Assuming, however, that
bees will use these substitutes only
under stress of circumstances which
would be evident even to the bee-

keeper, and leaving them therefore out
of consideration, the report of the an-
alysis of pollen we have received from
Dr. Cherry shows that the percentage
of protein—that is, nitrogen—in a di-
gestible form is very variable in dif-

ferent kinds of pollen, ranging from
271 per cent down to 17 per cent, As
you all know, larvae under normal

cenditions are supplied by the nurse
bees with all the food they can absorb,
and in the casé of queen larvae with
a surplus, so that deficiency in quuthy
could not be made good by additional
fecod. TaXking the best sample of pollen
and the worst—that with 27 per cent
of protein and that with only 17 per



