
THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN <)

anci* with the Wand, his m nister'al 
hilnirs, and Ins services as Presbytery 
clerk, to give an accurate as well as very 
readable history of l\ K. Island ami 
Presbyterianism 
numerous Presbyterian fields in the Is­
land consecutively, an I embolies : n 
article by Rev. John Currie, D.B., of 
Halifax, on the development of Presby­
terian colleges in Nova Scotia, a Iding 
a half dozen sermons by prominent fyi - 
tors of P. K. Island, all of whom with 
one exception, have passed away to their 
eternal n ward.

Whit'll fruit doe* bear in time of year;
WIiohi* |s.ot j* firm, whose leaf shall never fade. 

His art ions all

not fall
To wirked men : whom as the rhalT mid sand, 

Winds, day hy day,
Shall drive away 
Therefore

The wicked in the
Neither shall sinners dare,
Whom (iod disdains,
To enter the nssemhl, where 
The just muaina

For (iod most pure, keeps record sure:
He knows the righteous heart and converse aye;

THE FIRST PSALM IN 
SEVERAL VERSIONS.

.1Still pro 
So dothA little while ago there appeared in 

this paper a new version of the lush 
Psalm, the one indeed which was accept­
ed by the joint committee of American 
and Canadian churches. For the sake 
of the comparison we print again the fir-t 
stanza of that version.

How blest is the man who walketh not 
Where wicked men would lead his feet,
Who standeth not in sinners' way 
Nor sitteth in the scorner’» seat;
But in God's law is his delight 
His meditation day and ni'dit.

lb* ilea's with the

judgment shall not stand

But. like the fire kindles his ire 
'Gainst wicked men, till they consume away.

If we add to those gpe imens of metri­
cal translation the paraphrase given by 

Along side of this we may place the Prof. MvFaydem in his admirable bo >k
same passage as it appear- in the version on The Psalter, we shall see a little of
now used in our churches.

lu his chaper on Zion church, Char­
lottetown, Mr. MacLeod makes the f d-
lowing appropriate reference to Hon. 
David Laird, for many years a ruling 
elder in that congregation :

“The truly happy man is lie who never entered “I need not tell the people < f this 
oc tho I»ri|"u, ^th °f jodiewnM,-that path island, or indeed of the Dominion of
which begins in dallying m evil and leads by ,, . .
sure steps to the dciiln-rate scorn for religion. ^ dllrtda, of the Hon. David Laird, a mail 
But his heart is set upon the Scriptures, and who is known from tile Atlantic to the
over them he broods continually, llie destiny pacjfi,. and everywhere bom r. d and (8- 

fruitful and , , . . , . j i * iteemed on account of bis undoubted
a man wli »

the varied work that has been put upon 
this one of the simplest of the psalms.

That man bath blessedness 
Who walketh not astray 
In counsel of ungodly men,
Nor stands in sinners' way 
Nor sitteth in the scorner's <Jiair,
But placcth his delight 
Upon God's law, and mi litates 
On his law day and night.

To follow this we may take select ons 
from two old versions, both of which 
at one time appeared in the Church of 
Englind Prayer Rook. First that « f 
Stcrnliold and Hopkins:
That man is blest that hath not lent to wicked 

men his ear
Nor led his life as sinners do, nor sit in scorner's

But in the law of God the Lord doth set his 
whole delight

And in the same doth exercise himself both day 
and night.

The purpo-e of their collection is 
stated os follows:

for such a one is bright—like a tree, 
fair, with roots that are nourished by water
from rivulets, and leaves that never fade, 
that he does he brings to a happy issue.

All ability and sterling integrity;
has tilled, with en dit to himself, some 
of the highest positions in the gift of his 

* ' country, and who, ns on eldvr, as a 
worker in the Sabbath school and pray.r 
meeting, has few superiors, 
for some years the etlicient Minister of 
the Interior, in the Dominion Parlia­
ment; from this position be was appoint­
ed governor of the Northwest Territories, 
a most difficult position, on account of 
the cosmopolitan character of the popu­
lation. There were a gnat many In­
dians in the Territories who regarded 
the white man as an intruder and lo iked

Far other is the destiny of the godless. Th 
are light a* the chuff blown about by 
and when the wind* of judgment begin 
they *hall not be able to keep the*.- feet, 
shall they have any place in the assembly of 
the righteous. For, while Jehovah watches over 
the way that the righU-oim taken, the way ut 
the godless vanishes out of sight. .1.

HISTORY OF P.E.I. PRESBY­
TERIANISM.

This volume, publi-hed last year, is a 
thoroughly readable one. embodying a 
series of historic facts which c inn it tail 
to be instructive, as well as interesti g. 
not only to the people of the Island, hut 
also natives of that “Gem of the Gulf” 
of St. Lawrence who are to be found in 
every province of the Dominion, and in 
many of the States of the Amcri an 
Republic.

The author of the work is a native of 
West River, Pictou Co., N.S. 
educated at the Presbyterian seminary— 
now the Presbyterian Theological Col­
lege, Halifax, N.S.—when it was located 
at Durham, N.S. He was ordained and 
inducted into the pastoral charge of the 
congregation of Richmond Bay and Al- 
1 erton, P.E.I., on the 91 h of Novem­
ber, 1853, a fact which reminds us that 
Mr. McLeod cilebiatid his mini ter a1

upon him with a jealous eye, and more 
than once have th 
lion. To govern tm 
fully, requi:ed a gr. at deal < f tact, abi­
lity, firmness and kindness. Mr. Laird 
proved himself to he just the right man 
in the right place. He is now chief In­
dian Commissioner f< r the Dominion, ll 
is men « f Mr. Laird*» stamp that, in 
these times* are needed in the adminis­
tration b th of the affairs of church and 
state.”

in all“Set forth and allowed to be lung 
churches, of all the people together, befo 
after morning and evening prayer, and alao be­
fore and after sermon*; and moreover in private 
bonne*, for

'sen up in rebel- 
people suec.*ss-

their godly nolaee and comfort, lay­
ing apart all ungodly *ong* and ballad*, which 
tend only to the nourishing of vice and the cor­
ruption of youth.”

The other i* by Tate and Brady ; Tate being 
“Poet Laureate" of hie time.

How bless d ia he who ne'er consent*
By ill advice to walk:
Nor stand* in «inner’* wa 

Where men profanely t 
But make* the perfect law of God 
Hi* bu’ne** and delight?
Devoutly read* therein by day,

And meditate* by night.

The following version is worth repro­
ducing in its complete form, 
given by the late Dr. Ker ns a modern­
ized form of the earliest verson of the 
first Psalm known in Scotland, in the 
native tongue, and is by Alex. Mont- 

who lived in the reign of James

nor eit*
talk?

The Chicago Interior, alluding to cer­
tain complaints, makes the following 
suggestive remarks: “Before a. y body 

jubilee at Vancouver, B.C., a 'it le ov r complains of the borrowings from the
a year ago. He remained there six Epitc >palian Prayer Book in the new
years and then returned to Nova Scotia, Presbyterian order of service, he should
in which he held several successive look a little into liturg c history and find
charges up to 1871, in which year, he was out how much of the Episcopalian Prayer
called from New Glasgow to Zion Pres­
byterian church, Charlottetown. P.E.T., 
where he remained for eiglite n yiars, 
and then crossed the continent in 1889, 
to British Columbia, where ho is still 
doing efficient service ns an evangelist thanksgiving,” and that form was writ- 
under the auspices of the Presbytery.

It 18

gomerv
Book was “borrowed” from Presbyter­
ians. Almost the only close similarity 
between the Episcopalian service ami 
this suggested Presbyterian service is in 
the use of the same form of “general

VI.
That man ie blest,
And i* possessed 
Of truest rest,

Who from ungodly counsel turns his feet;
Who walks not in 
The way of sin,
Nor comes within

The place where mockers take their shameful ten by a Presbyterian minister, Edward 
It will, therefore, be s en that Mr. Me- Reynolds—a member of the Westminster

Leod is eminently fitted by his acquaint- Assembly, and indeed one of the coinmit-
History of Presbyterianism on Prince Edward tee that prepared the first draft of our 

Island: lty Key. John M. MacLeod." The Win- Confession of Faith. Haven't Fresby- 
Publishing Company, Chicago, 111. Price

But in G oil’s law to go 
He doth delight;
And studies 
Both day and night.

That man shall be—like to a tree
Which by the running river spreads its shade;

\n
to know

fl 50. tenons some right to that?"


