
FORWARD TO THE FRONT
toba, was met, who conveyed their heavy luggage across the 
plains in his ox-train, and proved in many ways of great 
assistance.

At St. Cloud the first difficulty presented itself. Since the 
fearful Sioux massacre of 1862, people were in great dread all 
over the country, and they found it impossible to get anyone 
to convey them on towards Red River. After much trouble 
and delay, they were forced to procure a conveyance for 
themselves. Before leaving St. Cloud, they were told time 
and time again to beware of the Indians, who were always 
prowling around. “ But," said one informant, “ they will 
respect the English Hag, and I advise you to take one along." 
Such a thing the party did not possess. But Mr. Bompas 
was equal to the occasion ; so, procuring some red and white 
cotton, he soon formed quite a respectable banner, which was 
fastened to a small flagstaff erected on the cart.

Dr. Schultz had been overtaken some distance out on the 
prairie, and when they had gone some way farther mounted 
Indians appeared in sight, and, like the wind, one warrior 
swept down to view the small cavalcade. Beholding the flag 
of the clustered crosses, he gazed for a time upon the little 
band, and, moving away, he left them unmolested.

“ On the whole, however," said Mr. Bompas, “ we travelled 
without special discomfort, Dr. Schultz acting as guide. The 
charge of the horses, making fires, cooking, encamping, driving, 
etc., of course threw much work upon us, being without a 
servant."

Reaching the Red River in safety, Mr. Bompas was much 
pleased with the whole general appearance of the place.

“ The houses," he wrote, “ are cleanly and cheerful, and 
new ones are being built. The settlement extends altogether 
about twenty-five miles down the banks of the river. In this 
distance there are five churches. The three which I saw are 
well built and spacious. The schoolrooms, also, and parson- 

83 c


