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reproaches, and unreasonable demands. This
has brought about the divorce evil.

Briefly the “divorce” evil arises first from
the rebellion of woman against marital
drunkenness, unfaithfulness, neglect, brutal-
ity that a former generation of wivestolerated
and even expected. Second, it arises from a
conflict between the institution of marriage
which still carries with it the chattel idea—
that woman is property — and a generation
of women that does not accept this. Third,
it arises from the ill-balanced demands of
women to be treated as equals and also as
irresponsible, petty, and indulged tyrants.
Men are unable to adjust themselves to the
shattering of the romantic ideal, and the home
disintegrates. Though divorce is the top of
the crest of marital unhappiness, it really rep-
resents only the extreme cases, and behind it is
a huge body of quarreling and divided homes.

We shall later see that our Nervous House-
wife has symptoms and pains and aches and
changes in mood and feeling that are born
of the conflict that is in part pictured by
divorce. Divorce is a manifestation of the
discontent of women, and so is the nervousness
of the housewife.




