
erenNi'd with jfrcat a»lvftiitiiKo t)i tho puMic and all partioH

coni't^rni'il.

Tho iiiaxiiiiuiii fiircK forpaMHi'iiKciH iiin Hxi-il hy liiw, hut

tilt' iiiitiiiniiiii jii« not. 'l\\v ('iiiiiiiiiHNiim could dftonnino

wlu'tlicr it would lir iiiopcr to riuirj^e a paMHcMucr ahHolutidy

a ){i('nt<'r humi to lii> cariiud n xhurt diHtanco limn a longer

diMtancc. •

So, also, in ronard to froi^jht. I'ast'H can Ik' hIiowh whore

tho Mttuii' I'oinniodity, in i'i|uhI ipuiiitity, i** cairiod, nay Hvo

ImkicIiimI Miili'H, lor liMs than the cliurge for onu luiadrod.

Hundreds of paNcn can ho Hhown of partiiw who, }iy tho

ftoridcnt of living a fow nulcM from the junction of coinp<'tinj{

iincM, arc olil'i(cil to pay rates out of all proportion groatur

than thoMu ha iuj,' aci'c.H.s to stations at the jnnctinn.

Cases are in oxistonco where uiantifactnroi-s team their

products ten ndlcs to secure throuj.di rates from C(inpptinj{

riiihvays, while the railway at their doors will not carry for

thcni except at local rates,

Personal predilections should hav(! no place in businesH

arrau;,'emeiits ; (Miuity should ride in the dealings of chartered

companies with tlic pulilic, yet these maxims are utterly dis-

ro;,'arde<l in Canadian railway iiuuiai^'euieiit. In most cases the

victims of injustice fear to sjieak out lest they provoke the

active hostility of souu^ autocratic railway nuinagur who has

the power of doing them aorious injury.

Considering that railway companies raise revenues far in

excess of the aggregate of all other taxation, general and local,

i, highly important that their powers bhould be justly ex-

ercised.

This consideration does not forget the welfare of the com-

panies, as not tho least of the sii'^i of railway agents is the

wasting of tho resources of the companies hy improvident and

sometimes corrupt contractu for freight.

The right of eminent domain hy which railways expropriate

the lands of private holders, without their consent, upon pay-

ment of value, is conferred on them for public good, in like

maimer (.'onimissioners sl:.)ul(l have power to make them
change the location of their lines ui)on payment of actual

damages when tho interests of the public will best bo .served

by such a conixo. A manifest instance woidd be'where the num-
ber of level crossings with their risks of coilLsiou would bo

lessoned.

As the Bill introduced by the Honourabli^ Minister of Public

Works, intended to save the lives of breaksmen, will make
level crossings the rule, and luider crossings the exception,

it is highly im])ortant to have a tribunal able to deal with

the damages and a[iportion the expense of maintaining ^sig-

Qois, &c.


