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botweon the autliont.os in Omm.la niul tlio Govommont of Franco, from tl.o time of tho Treaty of Utrocl.t
(nntr M t.U tl... Trouty of Paris, hy whioh Kn^Lui.! aciuir.,! Ganmk, put an o,.l (o tl.o ..ossibility of a
que,sti„u anmnp l,..tw.v„ tl.o two ,.ou„fri...s as to tho boun.larios of the Hudson's Bay Tomtorios

^2. I5ut whothor tho oouoluHiou at whi..h w.. Imvo aniyo.l ho U.^'^.v <'orroo( or not, in ho far as
regard, tho nght of tho Hudson's IJny Con.pany to tho territory elaimod by then, it is oloar it was so
undorstoodby tho Goyornment in England; and, being so understood, a dosoription in a doo.unont by
competent authority, giving tho Hudson's Iky territory as tho northern limit of (,'anada. ^yonhllimit
Canada tr, tiie hue understood to bo the soutliorn boun.biry of tho Hudson's Iky territory In other
wc,rd8 If the lEudson's Bay claim had boon proyod to be ^yllolly unfoun.lod, this ^youId not of itself haye
extended the limits of Canada.

2.i. By laying .I.nyn the height of Inn.l or ^yatershed as tho general rnlo by ^yhieh tho territory of
Canada ^yas to be distinguished from that of Hu.lson's Bay. results mor^ important than any
oontomplated at that time woro attained. Tho aetnal floxy of tho riyor \vas not then knovyn, and it eould
not readily bo iniagine.l that tho height of land ;ylu,.h fonns tho watershed of tho system of the
bt. Lawronuo and the great lakes, sh.)idd liem in a.s elosely as it (b.es tho waters of Lake Superior This
faot, now perfectly ostablishe.l, rodueos to yory moderate proportions any elaim the proyineo of Ontario
could put forwar.1, based on the idea that tlio western limits of k Nouyello Franeo, woro also those of
the kto Proyineo of (Janmk. The Treaty of ITS.'), whieh fixes tlie line of diyisi.m between the British
possessions an.l the United States, cuts this height of land, and with it defines the whole boundaries of
the proymeo-north, west and south-eyen if tho extreme pretension to whieh allusion has just been
made were adopted. a1.

24. But looking at the question from a strictly legal point of yiew, this pretension cannot bo
maintained. The terms of tho Treaty of Paris, eonyoying dertain territory to the Crown of England
could not possibly convey to tho people of Canada, much less to any portion of tliem, any absolute
territorial right to any particular extent of territory further than wliat thev actually occupied, or what
was afterwards conferred by competent authority (nofr T). They might seek to have certain limits
granted them as a matter of sentiment or convenienee (1), but no one has oyer pretended that the
English Goyernment was obliged to maintain under one government tho whole territory coded to tho
Crown of England as Cana.k

;
and. in effect, no such unity has over been attempted. Tho whole

territory ceded by Vaudreuil as Canada, and claimed by England as such, has never for a momoTit been
all included in any Goyernment of Canada {note IT).

25. It is unquestionable law that after the cession of Canada, and until a regular Govenmient was
conferred by Statute, the Province remained a Crown Colony, and was subject to be govenied mider tho
special ordinances and instructions of the King. Ilenoo it is we must turn to the Proclamation of 17G3,
to ascertain what was thenceforward to be considered as the Province of Quebec or Canada.

26. That Proclamation sets forth that the King, with the advice of his Privy Coimcil, had granted
letters patent, creating four distinct and separate govoniments Avithin the countries and isknds ceded and
confirmed to thr Crown in England by tho Treaty of Paris (1763).

27. Tlie first of these governments, that of Quebec, was declared to bo bounded on the Labrador
coast by the Eiver St. John, and from thence by a line drawn from the head of that river tlirough the
Lake St. John to tho south end of the Lake Nipissing, from wlieneo tho said line, crossing the Eiver
St. La\vTenco and the Lake Champlain in 4o degrees of north latitude, pr.jsos along the liighknds
which divide the rivers which empty themselves into the said River St. Lawenee from those whieh fall
into the sea, and also along the north coasts of tho Baie des Charleurs, and the coast of the Gulf of
St. Lawrence to Cape Rosier, anr' from thence, crossing the mou+h of the River St. Lawrence by tho west
end of the Island of Antico.sti, tomiinates at the aforesaid River St. John, {note V.) a 2.

(1) They did by their petition of 1773. Doutn- tt Lareau Dr. Civil Orm^l. I, j,. s? i.
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