12 BIOGRAPHICAL ESSAYS

Where bloodshed is always epidemic and every man
his own surgeon, the few that recover feel grateful to
none, and hang no “votive tablets” on the natural
columns of their forests; and when a missionary or
a novelist is the only historian, it would puzzle Hippo-
crates himself to cole;te the cases; but, as most things,
as well as lions, track the earth in some manner as they
passkover it, these early squatters have also made their
mark.’

The good example of Dr. Thomas Fearn, who in the
early days of the regular settlement was the leader of
the profession, is well described.

‘The influence of this gentleman’s reputation upon
the profession was favourable to the residence of
thoroughbred physicians in the neighbourhood, many
of whom he hag been directly instrumental in educating;
another consequence followed : quackery and empiricism
abated. Although quackery is indigenous in the human
heart, like thieving and lying, and always will exist, yet
it flourishes in tﬁe indirect ratio of the science and
ﬁeneral qualifications of the regular part of the pro-
ession. When regular, and extensively patronised
physicians, armed with all requisite diplomas and the
experience of years, suffer themselves to grow so dull
in diagnosis as to bleed a typhoid patient half an hour
before death in the evening, that they had been stimu-
lating through the day ; or so far forget, or compromise
the dignity of their high calling, as to Practise “Mes-
merism,” or prescribe “ Mother’s Relief” to a parturient
woman, men of smaller pretensions, and more pro-
fessional pride, or better information, should not, and do
not wonder at quackery springing up around such, like
mushrooms in a spring morning, where a fat cow has
lain over night and warmed the soil for their reception.’

Dr. Fearn is credited with the practice of giving
enormous doses of quinine in the malarial fevers.
Dr. Bassett mentions five or six cases of night blindness
caused by these large doses. Very full accounts are
given of epidemics of scarlet fever and of small-pox, and
a discussion on the cold water treatment of the former
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