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v\H'u »i>iRH', until it rciichtsi a ittpth nf twc» or thn-e ffct i)f straw iiml iii')iiiirt>, I fnil

t'.> »0L' tiiv.' ditHi'ulty of Kittiiiif it gBthfred up. And I contiiid tliiit I know of no
lntttT way to convert liir|?«' <iiiuutitieii of Mtraw into ustful nniniirt! than by f'"«'ding

ii lilxrally out of door* to grain fed cuttli'. In fi'oding straw it is ncfcs-ury U) use

much more than the cattle will cat np clean, ns hy thi-i nwans tlio cuttlo can always
liavc a conifortalilc l>cd, and wc aim to have th.'in comfortable.

' About the lir.st ot' December, or earlier, if the weather is seviTi'. tlr" cattle are

fjiveij about four iH)uiid9 of groin each day. The uruin ia all fed in the evenings in
trougll^• about tlir.'c feet wide, eight inches di'i p ami raised about two and a halt lict

from the frround. The grain ration consists of a mixture of outs and barley choppi'd

(bnrle.f principally) and liran, about oi,e-tbiril bran by wei>;lit. Finely groiuid elmp
•lives Iwwt results and is most iipprceinted by the ciittle. It is our plan to feed aiiout

^ixtfvn hundred poimils of grain iM>r steor during the fei'diug period, ,,o>l the ration

is increased in .Taiuiary to id'out eight pounds jht >teer per day and al t April to

tin poMUils, This is continued until abo"; .Tune 20, when the steiTs are sulci. If tlio

grass beeomes (rood in .Tun" less grain is needed at the tinish.

' In feeding enltle on such a dry ration, watering is of eonsiderable irnpurtunce.

Thos<> who are so situati'd that cattle can have access to open water at all times nro
especially favoureil for this work; the cattle iieeil to drink frecpiently and in small
quantities. Where water is net so easily available it mn>t be kept in tlie trough as

much ns the severity of the weatlier will permit, as a large drink of I'old water fidlow-

iiig long abstinonee wouhl chill any animal and cause ti^mpurary clwek to digestive

])rocesvses. In regard to >alt, wo usually phieo a barrel in some .onvcnient phieo and
knock the head in.

• In carrying cattle until June, it is a great help if one has bay e!iouK-h to feed

for about a month after tb.e snow goes, and by eontining the cattle, so that they will

not ramble too far, they can be made to at least hold their own during this trying
I)eriod. The object in carrying cattle unlil .Tune Inr been to wait for a profitable

market. If the market on, say tlie first of Ajtril, was anything like ecpial to the market
of June, I am sure that good results would follow the feeding of th" snnu- total 'piun-

tity of grain in the shorter period.

'Now as to o;:r business netliods.—Tne steers are bought when cattle are at about

the lowest, a premium over the market being paid for the i)rivilege of selecting steers

of approved type. In wcjrking out our balance sheet we have been in the habit of

charging the grain fed to the cattle at tlw rate of nO cents per 100 poumls. This wo
consider a fair price in aji ordinary year. We charge interest, wages, and all neees-

sarv expenses and have been able with a margin of li cents per potmd between buying
and soiling price to have a balance on the light side of about an average of seven

dollars per head.'

Experiences of Others.

The question of outdoor winter fattening was discussed at consideral>le length at

the National Live Stock convention. The view held by many western grain growers,

that winter fattening cannot be profitably done in the prairie provinces, was freely

expressed, but it was just as readily refuted by those who spoke from experience. A
delegate stated that he knew of a carload of cattle fed in the otK'ii air iluring the

winter of 1900-7 on prairie hay and water, the gain averaging KM) ikjuikIs per head.

Another speaker explained that 90 head averaging 1,250 pounds in the autumn, were

niado to weigh 1,400 pounds by spring fed in a ravine in Manitoba. The feed con-

sisted of straw and chaff that would oiherwise have been burned, with grain chop.

Charging for the grain and the labour, the steers made a ch^ar profit of sixteen dollars

($10) per head. After summing up the various arguments presenttil, the chairman

of the convention pt>inted out that it was simply the old story—some men could make
it pay, while others, too careless or too lazy to do the thing projierly, would fail in the

fattening of cattle as they would in any other undertaking.

There are thousands of wheat growers who spend their winters in idleness after

marketing the season's harvest. Continuous good crops, desirable as they are, have


