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KCYi'T AM) Canama.—Till- first was Uie lainl of the
early paper plant ; the second is the country of the latest

paiKT tree.

K^ypt was the land of the papyrus, from which the
ancient dwellers on the hanks o*" the Nile (.htaim-d the
material on which to write those well ni^h imperishable
records which, tliree thousand years after they were
stored away, have l)een produced from their hiding places
looking as fresh with their cuttle-fish ink as thouKh
indited but yesterday.

The Papyrus, "the paper-reed of the brook," «ave
us the name "paper." The word "library " in IuikHsIi,
and the French word " libraire," preserve 'for us a record
of the fact that books were once formed of the bark
(liber) of trees. The I'rench word "livre" traces its

orij^in to the same source. The EuKlisli word "book "

conies from the An>,'lo-Saxon word "boc," the beech
tree

;
and was so derived because the early Anj^lo-Saxons,

like the other Teutonic tribes, used he bark and wood
of that tree for writinjj material.

In modern times we have reverted to the ways »if

our ancestors and have gone back to the arboreal growth
f the supply of paper to meet the world's marvellous
demands.

The b .iks of the Nile were the early store-house of
the paper supply. The !)eech groves of '(iermanv and of
England succeeded Egypt. Then towards the close of
the 19th century came the opming up of the Canadian
spruce forests.


