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which,owing to the incompetence of thecommander, signally failed. 
In 1759, he was present with his regiment, at the glorious, but 
inconclusive victory of Minden.* In this great engagement, 
the British forces suffered severely, the 20th Regiment behaved 
heroically and was practically cut to pieces. Capt. Parr was 
severely wounded, and had to stay in hospital at Leipsic six 
months, before he recovered and returned to duty. In 1760, 
he again distinguished himself with the 20th and the British 
forces, in the attack on the French at Warburg. In 1762, he 
was with the forces, when the allied army captured Casel. 
In 1763, he was advanced to the rank of Major, and with his 
regiment received the thanks of Parliament.

After the Peace of Paris, the regiment marched through 
Holland, embarked for England and arrived at Plymouth, but, 
without being permitted to land, was dispatched to Gibraltar, 
at that time, considered to be, the most unhealthy station in 
Europe. Here Parr, with his corps, remained six years. On 
26th August, 1771, he was advanced by purchase to the rank of 
Lieutenant-Colonel and placed in command of his regiment, 
after twenty-seven years of most laborious work, in which he 
distinguished himself for his patient attention to duty and 
his intense interest in the welfare of his comrades in arms. Parr 
was no carpet knight; he won his spurs by devoted attention 
to his profession and to his gallantry which he proved on many 
fields.

It may truly be said that but few men who had entered 
the military service with him, had survived so many risks and 
so much suffering. There was hardly any ill incident to a soldier’s 
life from which he did not suffer—fever, hunger, thirst, sun­
stroke, broken bones, extremes of heat, cold, exposure, criminal 
neglect of the commissariat, these were inseparable from military

♦The 20th was one of the famous six British regiments which, owing to 
a mistake in their orders advanced against the French cavalry and defeated 
it. The Twentieth held the place of honor at the right of the second line and 
lost 322 of all ranks. "I never thought,” said Contades bitterly, “to see a 
single line of infantry break through three lines of cavalry ranked in order cf 
battle and tumble them to ruin.”


