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i^*^ wm we Sworw «, to be overcome by theD«e., wemg moreover that we have the help of God

^2,^r^ whUe the Danee are
, [^ ..,'

"Neverthelew. my «,n. for the laet five yea« the«
h«^^en have U.n masters of Northumbria. ha"
wasted the wnole .ou^tr,. and have plunder d and
destroyed U.e chu«hea «.d monaeteriee. At present

^j
nave but made a beginning here in East Inglia;

but :f they continue to flock in they will sc.n oveLn

mere foothold near the rivers except for those wiohave come down to 'Thetford. We have been among

Retford, and hitherto I have hoped that there would
be a general nsing against these invaders; but the king
« indolent and unwarlike. and I see that he wiU^
arouse himself and call his ealdormen and thanes
together for a united effort until it is too late. Already
from the north the Danes are flocking down into
Mercui, and although the advent of the West Saxons
to the aid of the King of Mercia forced them to re-
treat for a while. I doubt not that they will soon
pour down again."

'"Tie a pity, father, that the Saxons are not all
under one leading; then we might surely defend Eng-
,iand against the Danes. If the people did but rise


