
a German peace treaty and German unification, no reply had been received to the
proposals of the United Kingdom, France and the United States sent three months
ago. The Council : also received a progress report upon the work of the Interim
Commission of the European Defence Community. The Council adopted resolutions
(the texts of which have already been released) on Indo-China and the European
Defence Community.

12. It was agreed that the next Ministerial Meeting of the Council should be
held as early as possible in the Spring of 1953, when its first task will be to consider
the final report on the Annual Review for 1952.

13. In the course of the present Meeting, the Council considered the present
situation of the Atlantic community and its prospects for the future. In the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization, fourteen sovereign states have developed a degree of
voluntary co-operation without precedent in history. By combining their resources
and their knowledge, by sharing the material burden of defence, by the constant
practice of mutual consultation and mutual assistance, member states have already

t

increased their common strength, understanding and unity.

14. Member governments are more than ever convinced that the course they
have chosen is the best way of protecting their free society from direct or indirect
Communist attempts to overhelm it. Such improvement as has taken place in the
general international situation can be attributed to the efforts which member govern-
ments have made in increasing their collective strength since the foundation of the
alliance. If there were any relaxation in these efforts, there would be a corresponding
increase in the dangers to which they are exposed. The increasingly successful
co-operation of the fourteen member governments is a clear proof that the avowed
intentions of the Soviet Government to sow dissension in the free world will not
succeed.

15. , The Council re-affirmed the purpose of their alliance as being for defence,
for peace, and for security, and their resolve to extend the scope of their joint action;
and collectively to preserve their common heritage of freedom. The Council welcomed
the sense of unity which is steadily growing among the peoples 'of the Atlantic
community.
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