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BIAFRA-. from colonial roots grew an 
inevitable modem tragedy...

bv dee knight since he had formerly been a His first job was to known.$ Both^des prepared for war,

glendon^ollege protem(cup) commander of a northern garrison, and P secession, as the both under grave misconceptions.
Today we are witnessing the gradual ï Ç

sss i* rt M ,fst g a ^
deaths of nearly two miUion people, and and under strong pressure from ali - spurred the migration of the Nigerians would realize the folly of
as yet neither side has shown- a southern factions, he announced in May - oL 000 dispersed Ibos to their home, the war and go home, or negotiate, 
willingness to give up. The federal 1966, a unification decree , winch was t0 do aU in his Tragically neither proved correct,
government of Nigeria, confident of its involved abolition of the regions and ^ ch^ge the course of events in After two years and two months of 
own supreme military capacity, feels their conversion into groups of P interests 0f both one Nigeria and his fighting, Biafra has been reduced to 
sure that in time it can defeat Biafra. provinces with the same boundaries security and welfare. about a fourth of its original area, and
But general Ojukwu, the Biafran leader, governors and administrations. He noted pe P J batt]e had almost two million people have died,
claims his people will fight to the last that the change was comp etely ̂  ^ g P jn (hc hands of the But reliable reports have it that since
man rather than return to Nigeria. provisional but the move was a political and Minority tribe civil servants, last year at this time, Biafra has

Why are these former national error as it in fact changed nothing, to British high commission. For expanded the circumference of
brothers fighting? Why can no the disappointment of the south. But it 1 history, as northern control by a third,
compromise be found? Where, if seemed to be portent of drastic changes ^e first tune in ^ f The mo$t important, and possibly
anywhemTdocs the blame lie? , to come - eating deep =onst=fn,t,o„ ^'“Zcted most tragic ta.o, is related by

yThe war started in the summer of m the north. „„t;Ln nf Ni^ria into twelve states Frederick Forsythe in his Hmfra Slory.
1967, a month after the eastern region —Mg- -----------------Se lectively emasculating the east. "What has started as • bebef was
of the Nigerian federation seceded and 0jukwu called for a loose federation transmuted to total conviction,
formally declared itself the republic of B|B|L Qf sL-autondrnous states when the *ey.could never gn live

^|HQ^JI xrÆK «s» t
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of tragic events. Oiukwu’s demands were turned down, would soo e

Since the ïate 19th century , for the plrthermore, Gowon imposed a partial °-,u^wu’h"se [aPce8 of such a painful
purpose of profit, the british had blockade on the east - cutting off all we conclude? Where
attempted to form a single pOStai services and other means of evidence, „ Possibly with
administrative unit out of disparate . communications as well as airflights - can we lay' ^ y
lands and peoples in west Africa. The .»;■ stated that the federal government Gowon, possibly with U ukvm_
area did not even have a name until it could umlateraUy declare a state of But sure y theP™7j0feR md
was called Nigeria, or ‘black land, by emergency in a region and send in blame must go to the Prod““” ,
Udv Lugard, the wife of a Britisher . S tls directors - to the governments of
whoYseized control in 1898. Boundaries f ,t was this combination that led to Britain and Russia, who have cynically
were drawn when the British could secession though Ojukwu did not act fanned the flames of this contact o
expand no further and were obliged to on his people’s mandate until Gowon their own PurPos=s’ ^ ^th Biafra
sim a treaty with the French concernmg had inH fact declared a state of which has readily taken “P
thdr African colonial possessions emergency and simultaneously against Britain, evidenüy m^ompetiti

With the cultural incompatibility of published another unilateral decree for od concessions. And with the Uni
the conquered tribes, it took the British givjdin Nigeria into twelve states. Thus States for her unequivocal, active
60 years to institute a single üie eastern region did not in fact support of Britain s terrible role Ana oi
administrative stucture, complete with become Giafra until Nigeria had denied course Canada for once again J t
railroads, highways, postal service and its fuU integrity as a part of Nigeria. Or do anything. And outlives if we
telegraph lines. But they never ybe move Was reluctantly accepted ^ ^ Biafrans have said they did not do something where g
succeeded in bringing the three tribal bjjcjy by northern leaders after secede until they were kicked out. failed,
regions together politically. The three — carefuj explanations, but it kick off ^ ~~
north, west and east — were separated jans ^ong northern junior officers
not only by land barriers and life styles, and deposed politicans for a
but by language. And the islamic counter-coup Planned jointly as a 
archconservative northern tribes wanted revenge on the Ibos and as a movement 
nothing to do with the south unless towards either secession of complete
they could control it completely. control over Nigeria, the second coup hv iohn blaikie

Before independence the southerners flowed roughly the same plan as the y J
and especially the ibos, had migrated to prevjous 0ne, except that it was much , . „ th . isx
the north, where their talents were violent and directed in large part The Left (whatever the ^ ^g swine and the economic and social
needed in junior clerical and d eliminating the Ibos from the “The capitalist tmpenahst warmongemgs Well at least the
management positions in the British in the north, west and Lagos. It structures they initiated and control must y
administration. The fear and bitterness wa$ du|drig this coup that Lt. Col. structures.
this caused among the northerners yakubu Gowon assumed power, alter “What 11 we do. ... . »
erupted after the British departure in a thgdeath of ironsi and for 18 days the “One thing - let s liberate women.
Stw SS“Ï5' rtd°n,""S "Sey ™IX opportunity for •** partidpation in ». capiat

3°'M«°anbwM?Tn8 cle„ lhat th, goal „r ,he though, we we,«going to destroy the capitalist system."
Lagos, two coups took place in 1966 successfuj coup) besides revenge on the “That comes later. **,
which were designed to change the the secession of the north, a . of race colour, or creed. We even love cops
structure and personnel of the ™se Wrongly supported by a vast “We love everybody ̂ g^^gOj.J^d en^eers with red jackets and the
government. The first in January 1966, . f northerners, but shattering and soldiers and œmp Ë football games to watch other people mangle
was mounted by a group of junior ^tire British, who continued to take stupid mindless people who go to tootoau gam
military officiers, about half of whom ^Vwell às profit from the success each other - but we laugh at them a little bit.
were easterners. The coup failed, but theif prize African colony. Intense • , i^twppn Nieeria and Biafra. That’s a place in
caused the deaths of the principal ure ^as brought to bear on both Politics: ^ere s a w^ bl k dcd apd muiions of people are starving to
powerholders before being stopped by ^owon and the northern leaders to Africa. It seems that Biafra is blocka
Major-General Ironsi. remain in the federation at the price of death.”

Ironsi then asked for, and received, the government as they saw fit, “What 11 we do. starvine ”
the support of the tribes of all three ^ was agreed to. Thus a break-up “Let’s fly food to the people that are starv g.
regions and their federal representatives, of the ^stable federation of Nigeria “Are you sure we can do that.
amid general rejoicing that the old " was temporarily averted, at the high ,
regime was deposed. His government price 0f outright domination of the “In Africa there s this gi y
also received immediate recognition north black Rhooesians.
fr°m mÆ was this point that Biafta was ^ "J wiU, than, WaH dasuoy their economy. TheyTl haye to

An Ibo {timself, Ironsi was careful not conceived, though it did not become a $tart rationing and then the bastardll... have t0 start
Jhe'Sln'S Ms” birth XTSth'ïï he mon'tto late^Moneîqukwu" who had „üXl thinp»= 0^^166°^ they mi harvest their crojis - whatever

Z’t SS“ï,d^ SSmgoddamnedhigomd 

the north by investigations of all federal power, and whites.”
eXiSiheeSti1â|rr.ep,^to'«d milihny H't^'coLdTmMt to name a S'RC decided not tç.send SI.000 to^«relief. They think the money

vy careful choice was two-fold.
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