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Positions of Honor
To The Editor:

On Jan. 25, 1965 Students'
Council selected the Graduating
Class Valedictorian and Historian.
Mr. J. A. Brook was selected as
Valedictorian and Miss Marilou
Wells was selected Historian.
While it would seem at first
glance that these students were
excellent choices I wauld point
eut that bath individuals sit on
Students' Council; Miss Wells as
Vice-president and Mr. Brooks as
Arts Rep.

It should be asked on what
basis these selections were made,
were noa other student (of the
gradaufing class) worthy, especi-
ally academically of these honors,
are nominations taken from the
graduating class at large, and f in-
ally, does the graduating class
have any voice in the selections?

The two positions are ones of
great honor. I believe that those
selected are good chaices, how-
ever, I aIso arn sure that this
situation sbould be investigated,
perhaps reorganizafian take place,
and some t i mel1y questions
answered.

Respectfully submifted
E. B. Monsma

TVC Praised
To The Editar:

This week the University of
Alberta WUS Treasure Van Com-
mttee wound up ifs business after
another bighly successful year.
Those of us who shop at the Trea-
sure Van and wbo enjoy ifs
unique collection of goods, owe a
vote of thanks ta Mr. Stephen
Cox, bis comrittee, and the hasts
of volunteers, who organized and
operated the Treasure Van in Ed-
mont on.

As one who was able ta observe
losely the Treasure Van Com-

mitfee in action, I have nothing
but praise and admiration for Mr.
Cox and bis crew. I for one, no
langer think that Treasure Van
"just happens." Sneey

Brian L. Evans

Hidden Meaning?
To The Editor:

The enclosure was clipped from
Weelcend Magazine of Jan. 23.

I have added two dots. These
dots are eyes; eyes in two dii-
ferent faces, with long white
nases and big wide-open mauths.
(See if? It's a matter of changing
"Iground" ta "figure".)

Maybe this new flag really, in
reversed perception, represents
Parliament.

Don't thank me!
Grad Psych.

Two-Edged Sword
To The Editor:

The editor-nameless ta me-aof
the pamphlet erroneously dubbed
'Common Sense" bas struck

again. This doughly warrior may
well be called upon ta prove that
Mr. Manning is not acquainted-
well acquainted-with that in-
dividual (St. John XIV, through
XVII) whomn Christ should send
in the latter days.

On Friday of this week, in the
rotunda of the Arts Building, U
of A, the aforesaid editar felt the
blows oi a one-edged sword
wielded by one who is just earn-
ing his spurs. Was there a mnutual
achievement cf "touches?"

He will again, within the next
few weks, meet the same sword
wielded by a French-Canadian
gentleman who will be speaking
fa the University Law Club
Forum. He would do well net ta
intense the wielder.

Also, he would do well ta con-
sider very carefully, whether he
is willing ta meet the wielder ai
the two-edgcd sword of the Re-
velafion, should that sword be
drawn from its scabbard--especi-
ally if the swordsman wears the
favor of bis bride.

These odd few remarks apply
equally ta bis rivals for the
laurels of scurrility whether "In-
side" or just "Edge."

Outlaw oi Sherwood Park

Staf f-Student Relations
Ta The Editor:

The Executive of the Staff As-
sociation is prepared ta encourage
any respor'sible and scrîîpulnus
efforts ta nourish meaningful dia-
logue between faculty-members
and students. Among other thing,
"meaningful dialogue" implies the
posibility of giving and receiving
criticism without fear af mis-
understanding and reprisal. We
view the scheme of the Students'
Union, as embodied in a letter
and sample questionnaire recently
mailed ta most faculty-members,
as an banest attempt ta help put
this kind of dialogue between
faculty and students on one sort
af regular, convenient, and use-
ful footing.

As ta the spirit ofthis enter-
prise: we think if is one af seek-
ing for a mode af dialogue which
bath allows for frankness and also
protects confidences and the
rights of faculty as well as stu-
dents. We agree that these are
the points essential ta the
scheme's integrity: (1) that each
faculty-member bas, in thue first
place, complete ireedom af choice
ta use or not fa use the question-
naire; (2) that eacb year's crop of
filled-mn questionnaires remains
inviolably private through all
steps of the envisaged process;
(3) That the filled-in question-
naires remain thue personal pro-
perty af each faculty-memer-
property that is nat ta be used for
any other reason whatever be-
sides bis own edification and /or
amusement. Any abuse of this
private property, formally or in-
formally, we should regard as a
very serious breach of confidence
indeed.

As ta the sort of questions pas-
ed in thue questionnaire: faculty
opinion varies a good deal anthue
usefulness and relevance of some
of them. No doù~bt the comments,
whicb the students invited and
wbich many iaculfy-memhers
will have already made, are the
fairest possible and most useful
sort of questionnaire.

Ian Sowton
President, AASUAE

Student Syndicalism

A New Concept In Student Government
reprinted from

The Dalhousie Gazette
by Terry Morley

We may be at the beginning of
a new era of student action in
Canadian post-secondary educ-
ational institutions if aur friends
in Quebec continue to be success-
fuI in spreading the gospel of
student syndicalism.

Student syndicalismn is a French
Canadian idca for turning student
governrnents inta dynamnic or-
ganizations analagous ta trade
unions. University students form
a union in order ta gain recogni-
tion for themselves as legitimate
members of society who fulfîll the
useful social raIe of learning.

The syndicate or union strives
ta gain for ils members thue privi-
leges that go with full cîtizenship
in a society, such as a vote, and
the right ta a decent living as
."young intellectual workers."

At the same time, student syn-
dicalists believe that students
should use their collective power
as a pressure group ta help salve
social problems unrelated ta ed-
ucation. They feel, that even
though if is necessary for any in-
terest graup ta fighf for better
conditions for iLself, it is also
neccssary for that interest graup
ta recognize itself as an inter-
dependent part of the total comn-
munity. In this way, student
syndicalists propose ta make the
vaice of the student much more
effective in the nation.

student role that
of pure consumer

The theoreticai construction of
student syndicalism begins with a
theory of the student. In Cana-
dian universities, the present raie
of the student is that of pure con-
sumer. He passively collects the
masses of data dictated by his
professors. Examinations do not
evaluate the development of bis
creative potential but only his
fidelity ta the formai curriculum.

The student is nat trained ta
transform the learning he con-
sumes into samething be can use
in a socially responsible way.
Therefore, he becomnes alienated
from bis own studies, be is soci-
aliy irresponsible, and hence he is
rendered a dependent of saciefy.
The student depends on aid-state
aid, private aid and family aid-
for bis existence. It is considered
preferable ta aid the student

raher than renumerate him for
the work be does in bis social
raie.

Our society does not recognize
the student as having an integral
part to play in the social cosmos,
and prefers to treat him as a
privileged parasite.

Essentially, student syndicalism
stems from a basic rejection of
this philosophy. In its search for
a new pliilosophy or student ide-
ology, a new definition of the
student is offered. Because stu-
dents share certain common ex-
periences it is possible f0 describe
the student world as an original
and autonomous grouping defined
by function, that is, intellectuai
labour.

Thus, the student himself is a
young intellectual worker, placed
as a worker, in the main-streamn
of the community. He is an
active and responsible citizen
with a definite social role.

syndicalism gives
student new sta tus

According ta the University of
Montreal's Serge Joyal, in a paper
he presented to the founding con-
ference of the Union Générale des
Etudiants du Québec (UGEQ),
"student syndicalism defends the
economic and social interests of
the students; it helps him ta
understand the solidarity of al
segments of society, be they in-
tellectual workers or manual
workers; if is the directing force
towards the sacialization of the
student; it integrates himn within
the nation by giving him the
status of a young intellectual
worker, and thus of a fully par-
ticipating, a ct i ve, responsible
citizen; if fransforms the intel-
lectural conditions of the stu-
dents' task s0 that the school is
no longer on the margin of soc-
îety."1

But, if is necessary to look at
the actual program of the student
syndicalists in order ta fully
appreciate the impact thaf the
movement may have in Canada.

The students' council in the
tradifional university is analagous
ta the gui]d. It bas no view on
educafion, nio long range philo-
sophy; it initiates no reforms
binding an succeeding councils
and hence is unable ta initiate
many of the reforms that are most
urgenfly needed. It does not in-
sist on analyzing the underlying
causes of social problems or stu-
dents' problems; if seek only
short term solutions. There is no
general scheme of student act-
ivity, dynamism or direction.

This minoritarian group is con-
sidered by student syndicalists ta

be utterly introverted and alien-
ated from evolution in teaching or
changes in society.

The prograxn of student syn-
dicalism is ainied directly at this
sterihity of conventional student
government. Syndicalists dlaim
the first goal of the students'
council is to serve students. The
service must be based on the
needs of the student as a young
intellectual worker and as a
citizen of the nation. Thus, the
service must be primarily con-
cerned with working and living
conditions, and with the integra-
tion of the student into the com-
munity.

The services are usually group-
ed under three headings:

* Financial Services: scholar-
ship discounts, cafeterias,
vending machines, fee re-
ductions, etc.

0 Educational Services: de-
ha tes, conferences, lectures,
publications, n e w sp ap e rs,
clubs, etc.

* Cultural Services: art center,
theatre, etc.

Unlike the guild concept of
student government, the student
syndicate, or union, adds a new
dimension ta service. The trige
for launching student syndicalim
at the University of Montreal was
a student strike, flot for better
f ood in residence, or for cheaper
fext-books, but on behaîf cf
workmen at the university who
were attempting to form a union,
presumably ta gain better work-
ing conditions.

aim to remore A
univers it y fees

Quite naturally, student syn-
dicalists make certain demands of
the educational systein. The
primnary aim cf the movement is
ta remove ail university fees and
enable aIl students ta enjoy a
decent standard of living witbout
reference ta their socio-economic
background.

Those active in the movernent
feel also that students should
have a greater voice in university
policy and ta this end they pro-
pose that bath faculty and stu-.
dents be represented on boards cf
governors. There have also been
proposais that students and junior
faculty xnembers be seated in the
senates and on senate committees.

Aonther touchstone for student
syndicalism is internationalismn.
Since peace is an essential condi-
tion for intellectual work the
leaders of UGEQ feel that it is
necessary ta unite internationally
ta foster peace. Something of this
attitude seems to play a part in
the present Canadian Union cf
Students (CUS) campaign against
South Africa; the CUS leaders
believe that racism cen lead only
ta war.

Student syndicalists believe
that students are citizens by vir-
tue of their role as learners, and
like any other citizens they exer-
cise their rights in the nation by
virture of their community par-
ticipation. For this reason, stu-
dnt syndicalistes feel it is neces-
sary ta work for the removal of
social problema flot directly re-
lated to education. For exemple,
a university student body rnlght
decide ta, conduct a "war on
poverty" in its area, bofh through
practical programs and the exer-
cise cf pressure on the govern-
ment.

Under responsible leadership,
student syndicalismn could mean a
better way cf life for CanadJan,
students; or if could mean un-
mitigeted disaster.@ Iiiiiiim 1111 a a -- -


