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Halycon looked at him anxiously and the other man
interpreted the look.

"No! friend," lie said, "I'm flot off my liead, but that
heat lias burned into my brain ail day and I feel it yet.
It was just a while ago that I crawled in. It was torture
but 1 couldn't die in tliat sun."

Halycon moved over ta look at him more closely, but
thie prostrate muan waved hlm back.

"Don't look !" lie groaned. "I'm flot nice to look at.
1 was once. At least she said so. I was white, Eastern,
groomed and the rest! You know it ail. But the rocks
have disfigured wliat tlie sun, wind and raîn had left."

Clive poured out a can of coffee and set it by him.
He put the pot ou again and lay down beside the fire.

The wounded companion raised lis one uninjured arm
witli difficulty and took a sip of the bot Iiquid.

It seemed to clear lis voice a littie. "Women beat thr
dickens!V' lie said for the third time. "Did you ever
find aone that was everything in the whole world ta you ?"

"Once!1" Halycon answered. "Tliat's wl' inm here."
"We're a pair!I I arn Tiere because someone is dear

to nie. If I did flot love lier so well I would now be
marrying lier instead of roaming here."

"Wliat ?" Clive asked in wonderment.
"We were engaged for tliree years," the stranger ex-

plained. "I have found out that she does flot care."
"Yet she would marry you ?"
"Yes, but I~ love bier too well. In the spring, when I

saw how things were, I took my canoe and headed for
this wilderness, leaving a letter whicli released lier f rom
theengagement. I have been here ever since."

ia dream for
r heart."

gone naw.

But the partner of Lewis did not know it was the false
Charles Hooper whom lie had seen.

CHAPTER VIII.

Tf EN days after Halycon left for the North tlie bubble,
wihwas in substance CONSOLIDATED DIAMOND

COBAI.Tr, burst. There was, however, no hue and cry
throughout tlie country. Losers, asliamed of their im-
prudence, said not a word. In large cities men wlio had
plunged heavl>' in the watered stock neyer admitted they
lad leld a cent in the company's shares It was tîrougli
fia investigation or suspicion of the public that the bubble
burst. Public confidence is so serene, so sanguine and s0
sympathetic that instinctive cunning and.innate wariness
show forth onl>' after it is too late. There was a man
inCobalt, thougli, who was watching the proceedings of
the company, and it was tlirougli him tnat the swindle
was exposed. Robert Ridgeley pricked the bubble of the
gang whicl lie liad seen operate in mining camps other
than Cobalt by airing the "saIt" in a weekly letter ta the
journals. Coming from. sudh a man as Ridgeley, there
was fia one but knew it was gospel truth, and when a
judicial investigation into the affairs of the CONSoxXDATZD
began, fia officer or director of the campan>' was to be
found. Theodore, Ftreeman, Giles and their tool, Jacob
Graham, lad secret>' and liastily departed front Cobalt.
Jasper and Jasper had been wise enaugli, moreaver, ta
lay plans ta make themselves safe should their scheme
be exposed. The>' lad acted butas ordinary solicitors
to an apparently wealtliy minlng conipany whicli engaged
their services. Further than that, the>' knew nothing.
Tley were in fia way respansible for the sound or un-
sound financial condition of the concern, their connectian
being a purely legal one, Sa Jasper and Jasper put
themselves about not one whit ta escape the law as the
others had. For tlem it was unnecessar>' to do so.

In the large cities, where one know. so little of bis
~neighbour's 11f e, thase wla lost in the broken CONSOLI-
DATUD could not be easily specifled an accoaint of their
reticence, but in a small village place, where ever>' iii-
habitant knows the goinga and coniings of everyone else,
facts like these were open as the day. Ail persans in
the Humiber village and surrounding cammunit>' knew
that Henry Thurston was a ruined man and that the
Thirston place was mortgaged ta the last red cent within
a week after the news of the bubble-bursting reachied the
village. Gossip ran rife and the few enemies of the
Thurstons faund a fine opportunity of making sarcastic
comments and wise reflections. But neither the camnients
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