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,eaking the Wesitern- Broncho
Written for The Western Hlome Monthly by Max McD.

REAKING the Western bronclîo is
no easy job. It requires al the

skill and dexterity of the man of
the plains. It bas corne to be a business
by itself, and for year& every ranch had
its "twister" or "wrangler" or "buster,"

One o the old 'Buters" of Southem Aberta

Breaking the Western broncîto la no
easy job. It requires ail the skill and
deterity of tlie~ man of the plains. It
has corne to be a business by itseif!ý
and fer years every ranch liad itw
"'twister" or "wrangler" or "biuster,"
whose dnty it wvas to ride the wiid range
horses for the first time. Usualiy wlien
he bad ridden tbem a few tinies they
were ready to turn over to the Iess nervy
cow-puncher.

But there la a proces.s- of the life of
the Western horse e"mpleted before the
"Ibuster" gets hirn. He musat be halter
broken, that is lie must know bow to
wear a halter with grace. The colt at

lter Breaking 'Eno' Renfrew Ranch, Stanidoif,
Aberta

two, tCree anîd four vear. is put ini
corral. A lieavy halter is put on1lm
after lie bas been ropcd and thrown; at-
tached to this is' a heavy rope, and tins
is attaclîed to a strong post in t.he fene
of the corral, or sunk in the centre of
the ecilosure. The liorse breaks hiin-
self. He at first pulls back, tiien throws4
himself on the ground; thue next in-
stant lie iw higli in the air; per]h aps lheq
gets lis foot over the rope and requiresi
to be extiicated. Ail tliis lias a tamiîîgi
effect, anid lie realizes that lie lias for-
feitcd tiie free life of the range, and
mnust (oiifornu to a new mode of living.
Whien the broîio will stand. witliout
Plillig backy or NN-len lie will lead by the
halter, lie is said to be lialter bioke.
Horses are usually halter broke before
beiîîg sold to dealers.

Few inexperienced riders would, lîow-
ever, (are to mouint a horse tlîat wvas
ie'el iiter broke. Soutie have tried
and(ltheicexperieicicc bas proven paiîiful
in thie extrenie. M aiivaroxen collar
boiie and crîîshed. foot lias resulteti.
W'iîen the Western broiiclio lias graduated
froii the lalter-breakiîig sciîool lie is
I ext .,iiiiecte(l to a saddliiig process.
Ilei, - rope(l again,so t u thrown to

gioimnd, otiier tinies bliiid-olded, andi
flielivav stck sudlewithbuckiig4

V k ;iiton lis lLuk.Tis- is care-
fitll fa steiietIby the cieinoe viich passes
11t1li lii.iý,hody beliind ]bis front legs. If
Illie1a, been thrown, lie is ailowed to -et
"Il i iter the saddle is secure. Soule-
liliii the pitclîing begins before tuie

114r" lias tirne to nmoiumt. If tii'
1

I'1
1

>lias been blilîd-folded to put tie
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saddle on. bim, the rag or kerchief re-
mains on bis eyes tili the rider lias
moeunted'. Thi& is suddenly pulled off
and the bucking begins. The movernent
is bard to describe to one who lias iîever
experienced it. To sit on a grand stand
at a stampede or exhibition and look on
does not give any accurate idea of the
fearfîîl and wonderful stunts a. Western
bunlgrass bronclio is capable of, whle
in a state. of active eruption. Someone
lias written tliat lie *has more action to
the square inch tlîan a brace of Kilkenîîv
cats with their tails tied-over a lothes
uine."

In describing the Western bronclîo some-
one bas said: "He kickt', squeals, strikes,
bites, junîp and bucks ail in the one
breatli. In the next lie twists, squirms,
wiggies, paws the air, ponnds the eartb,
a roars like a Il buffalo. Whien
broke t-) the saddle lie wiII travel al

()n the Renfrew Ranch. South Alberta

day at a stcady lope witli lesa' o'.Î"
and water tlîan a tin-can dieting goatI
could live on standing stili. M'lien- it
rains lie inerely huimps his back and
niakes an evetrougli of lus tail. If a
blizz'ard cornes lis way lie xnerely
luncheslinself into a suîuw batikaîîd
waits tili it'hi over. Af ter it, la over lie
paws off the snow and raakes bis meal
off frozen grass. Wlien the grass la

'r?

ýThc Colt is put in the corral

l PNOS-And the lHs

TERMS.-You need not hope to
convenient terms than we make.
treatment is extended to ail.

urchase any Piano anywhee on moe
very courteuy and' the. mot liberal

3 Square Pianos, each. ........
6 Bell 5-Octave Organe, each
Sterling Piano, nioe practice piano, nice tonc
2 Mendelssohin Pianos, in AI condition, each
Nordheimer Upright, medium size .......
Heintzman, Ioaie style, walnut, regular $425
Bell Piano, Colonial style. .......
Gourlay Piano, mahogany, looks like new

0 50.00
$ 35.00
$115.00
814§.00
$185.00
=o».0
$265.00
829.00)
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