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'DIFFERENTIAL DUTIES AND THE NAVIGATION LAWS. 13 CANADA.

" The quantity of Flour and Wheat exported from Canada to Great Britain and Ireland during the
: C same period was as follows 1= ‘

FLOUR-‘ o ‘VIII-:AT.‘

Byt - - - - = o 45467 282,83
1845 - - - - - - 442,228 396,252
1846 - - < - - . 310,665 306,939
ToTAL - =. - 1,168,360 985374

Your memorialists, in submitting these Tables, do not intend to imply that the rates of
freight would be equalized from Montreal and New York respectively by the abrogation
of the British Navigation Laws, but they see the strongest reasons to infer that a great
reduction of freight at Montreal might safely be calculated upon as an effect which would
necessarily resuit from their repeal. C ‘ o

The manner in which these laws, in conneéxion with the differential duties cramp the
trade - of Canada with foreign states; such as the sugar producing states of Cuba, Porto
" Rico and the Brazils, and the spirit and wine-producing countries, such as France, Spain
and Portugal, and their dependencies, might be here expatiated upon at great length, and
your memorialists believe with much effect, but they forbear entering upon so wide a
theme of injury and loss to this colony, and will merely adduce one instance by way of .
illustration. ‘ o ‘

The supplies of Muscovado sugar for Canada are now chiefly derived from the Spanish
islands, but by the Navigation Laws on whick your memorialists are animadverting,
foreign commodities can only be imported in British ships, or ships of the country where
the goods are produced. Spain has but little shiping, and none suitable for this trade, while.
on the other hand, there are frequently no British vessels for charter to be found in these
islands, although United States’ vessels may be had in abundance to convey sugar to Canada,
‘at about 2 5. per ewt. What then is the nccessary consequence? The Canadian merchant
is compelled to proceed 1o a distant port to look for a British vessel. Huving found one,
he engages her to proceed in ballast to a Spanish island to take in his cargo of sugar for
Canada, for which he has to pay her gs. per cwt. and upwards, or 20 per cent. on the prime
costof the article; a great advance on what the American vessel on the spot would have -
willingly accepted for the same service.” And vet, with these impediments in her way,
Canada is now called upon to compete with the world. o ‘ :

Nor can your memorialists conclude without referring especially to the operation of the
laws in question upon our internal carrying trade. ‘ : S T

The St. Lawrence is legally accessible to American vessels from Montreal upwards to the
furthest point of navigation; but it is practically. closed against them, because they are not
permitted to touch, or break bulk, at two Canadian ports without touching intermediately
at a port in the United States; nor can they legally navigate between Quebec and Montreal,
that portion of the St. Lawrence being absolutely closed against American, as well as other
- foreign vessels, These restrictions, against which' your memorialists under existing cir-
cumstances feel bound to protest, virtually seal the whole of the St.-Lawrence against the
vessels of the United States, to the great detriment, as they conceive, of the general com~
merce of Canada, foreign as well as domestie. | - X .

Your memorialists refrain entering into the  causes of the comparative cheapuess of
United States over Canadian vessels. Their duty is accomplished in cailing attention to .
the fact, and respectfully urging on the attention of Your most Gracious ‘Majesty, the
necessity of repealing the laws which occasion the evil, and prevent this colony availing
itself of all the advantages which nature has liberally placed within her reach in the posses-
~sion of so noble a streamn as the St. Lawrence. Your memorialists are perfectly convinced,
after thorough investigation, that after our inland means of communication are completed,

when vessels capable of carrying 3,500 barrels of flour, and upwards, may sail withouy -
breaking bulk fromn the upper Lukes to Montreal or the ocean, nothing but the restrictions
imposed upon uvs by the Navigation Laws in question, can operate to prevent that river
being the chaneel through which the great bulk of the western trade, both upwards and
outwards, shall be conducted. They therefore feel it incumbent on.them 10 make the most
streruous efforis to obtain a modification of these laws; and they accordingly humbly
ap peal to Your most Gracious Majesty to concede this great reform, compared with which
every other sinks'for the moment into utter insignificance. o 5 :

Summing up, then, what has been already stated in detail, your memorialists conclude
by entreating Your Majesty to be graciously pleased to further their efforts’ in” obtaining
for this colony the reforms alluded to, which they humbly conceive 1o be essential ‘to its
prosperity, and justly due to it asan equivalent for the advantages which Cadada formerly .
enjoyed ; 'they are'briefly, - Lo e

- 1stly. The repeal of the Imperial differential duties. ‘ .
19, D B3 2dly. Such .



