
(1749.) R E P OR T relating to
That they have twice atrempred to raife Corn. with-

out Succc-fs. And bring afked, What time thar Corn
was foiwn ? he faid, in Iune; but thar the Ground is
thwied a .uot deep in Alay. at which Time you niay
fow Corn. but that the Grnund is fo cold, it fpoils
the Seed : That the Froft retursîs in Auguji or Septemher,
and he ha' known irfet in the latter End of Om4ber;
thar T':rnip% and Peas are fown in Alay, and corme to
Per edinn :n duguf or September: And he does nar know
wlherbr the Froft bre.sks looner within Land or not;
but .i the Botron of the Bay it breaks the chird or
fuurth of May.

And being afked. If he was fettled there, wlhether
he rinks it would anfwer tn fow Co-n ? he faid, Thar
every' Chief has Liberty tu do it, and it would cerrainly
be verv advantageous; chat lie can't give an In-
fliance of Encouragemrnt given by the Company to
any une Man for fu-.h Irprovement; nor does lie
krow of any Perfon being difcouraged from fuch an
Underak ing.

That he never heard of a French Settlement up
Churchill River, nor up Seel River; but as the latter
lie, at the Bottom of the Bay, ar a great Diflance from
twlere the Witnefs refidcd, there might be fuch a thing
and] he nor hear of ir.

'1 hat there was a French Settlement in dlbany River,
which was foon dellroyed by ereaing Henly Houfe,
the Freici Seuttlem.nt being nu more ihan a Tent;
that Trade lias been carried on ever fince at Henly
Iloufe, which lirs Two hundred Miles up the Country,
driing the Winter Seafon; and the War with France
bre..kirg out foon after, the Witnels bas heard no more
Of the French.

.Arthur D6bbs, Erq; being examined as to the Infor-
mation he had received from a Frencb Canadee Indian
(fince deceaftd), and wlio was maintained at the Ex-
pence of the Admirait., on a Profpra of his being of
Service on the Difcovery of a North-weft Paffage, in-
formed your Committee, Thar the Whole of that
Diccnurfe is contained in Part of a Book printed for
the Witrnefs in the Year 74., to which he delired
Leave to refer.

And being afked, If that Part of the Book contain-
cd nothing but the Difcourfe with the Indian, without
any Remarks or Obfervations? he faid, It did not con-
tain any Thing elfe but his Queflions and the Anfwers
of the Indian.

Thar the Method he ufed in taking down the faid
Difcourie, was as follows:

He afkcd the Indian the Queffions contained in that
Narrative ; to whiclh he gave Anfwers in French, which
thie Witnefs tranflated into Englilh, and reduced cach
Anfwer immediately inco Writing.

Thar he did not read thefe Anfwers over co him;
but to make Trial of his Veracity, he frequencly repeat-
cd the fane Quentions, at the Diflance of a Fortnight,
and never .could find the leaif Variation in bis Ac-
count; but that be rhinks he bas not taken Notice
of this Method in his Narrative: That the Witnefs
omîitted inothing in the Narrative which lie thought
material to the Knowledge of Trade, or-of the Country;
and thar the Minutes whiclh he took from the Mouth of
this Jndian, are .printed, Word for Worda in the afore-
faid Book, whiclh the Witnefs himfelf carefully com-
pared with bis Minutes.

And being afked, If lie could produce thofe original
Minutes? he -faid, That lie had dentroyed themj not
.thinking it material co keep them after the Book was
.printed.

Then the-faid Book was produced to your Committpe,
and Part thereof, from Fol. 29, to Fol. 45, was read;
.to which (the faid Book being annexed to this Report
.by way of Appendix .No. Ili.) .y.our Committec beg
Leave to refer.

And being afked, What was the Chara&er o dthis
Indian ? he faid, He had a very good one in Town;
and that Captain Mliddleton told him bis Chara&er in
general was good; that lie never heard any thing to the
Prejudice of ir, except thar he was obliged to quit nls
own -Country for carrying on a contraband Trade.

And being afked, How this Indian could make a
Calculation of the Profits arifing by the Fur Trade, or
how it was poffible he -hould ule an Exprefilon, which
was fer down in the Narrative, of gaining 2,ooo per Cent.?
he iaid, Thar he, the Witnes, told him the Prices of
Goods here; and that the Indian himfelf knew die
Prices of Goods in his own Country, from the-Com-
parifon of which the Wrtnefs formed the Calculation
which he explained to the Indian, who agreed that it
was right. And being alked, If he derired the Indian
to confine himfelf to his own Knowledge? he faid,
Thât ail the Indian faid was from his own Knowledge,
except where it is mentioned otherwife in the Narrative;
as in the Voyage to the Weftward in the latter End of
it, and in fome other Places.

Captain William Moore acquainted vour Committee,
Thar lie had been employed in udfoni's Bay frnm a
Boy ; chat he went with Captain Midd/eion to difcover
a North-wrft Paffige, and likewife with the laft Adven-
turers on chat Dircovrry.

And being required to inform your Committee what
Treatment the late Difcoverers rrceived from the Coni.-
pany's Officers in Hudfn's Bay? he faid, That as -foon as
Mr. James I/ham, the Governtor of Trk Fort (who:failed
froi England in Company with the ·Witnefs and the
reft of the Difcoverers, and parred from them three or
four Days afrer chey left the Orkneys),,perceived their
Ships coming from Hayes's River, lie'mann'd a Boat
and took away the Buoys, and cut down the Beacon s
by which Means the Dobbs Gally, which the Witneifs
commanded, run aground, and the California, the ocher
Shuip in Company, was not then at Anchor.

That the next Day the Witnefs received a Letter
from the Governor to advife hin, out of regard for his
own, and the Safety of the reft of the People with him,
that they would not attempt that River with Ships,
Veffels, or Boats; for he would do his utmoft Endea-
vours to prevent thern.

That at this Time the Witnefs, and the other Com-
mander had not lignified to the Governor chat 'dhey
were Englifh Ships, no Letrers or Mefiages having pafs-
fed between them; and the Governors Letter, *which
was brought on board by his Carpenter, and fome
others, was dire&ed to the two Commanders of the
Ships lying off the River's Mouth.

Upon the Receipt of this Letter, the Difcoverers
held a Council, and came to a Refolution to rerturn an
Anfwer that they made choice of that Place to .winter
in, it being too late to go to any other. This occafion-
cd a iecond Leter from -the Governor, advifing -the
Adventurers rather to make choice of Churchill to ivin-
ter at; and defiring and infifting that they fhould fend
him a proper Power, either from the Company, or the
Government; or otherwife they fhould notbe admittcd
to receive Sheker there. This Requeft the Adventurers
complied with, and fent the Governor their Lecters of
Marque; after which they had no Molcftation from the
Governor: That the Commander :of the other Ship
and the Witnefs went up to fee the Governor, and werc
employed feveral Days to look -for a proper Harbour
for -their Ships j that the Governor fupplied them with
Wood, Lime, and Bricks, to build an Houfe, where they
lived during the Winter. He likewife fumifhed them
wich Beaver Coats for the Men, and what other Things
they wanted; that he gave them a Leather Tent mo
make Shoes of, and in- general treated them well, and
in a fiendly Manner.

That


