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a It under contract at Quebec, a number of ships during the put fourteen years. I have
als0 advanced money occasionally to shipbuilders.

TO Q. 2.-Wooden ships, averaging about 1,000 tons register, principally for the
Ornbay trade.

T0 Q. 3.-Shipbuilding is at a very low ebb in Quebso, caused mainly by the large
llutber of iron and composite ships built in Great Britain for some years put, which are
referred by shipowners and charterers; partly owing to the monetary panio of 1866, and
e l'ant of other markets.

b To Q. 4.-A strike occurred amongst the shipwrights here lut year. I never remem-
dr a regular organised strike amongst them to such an extent before. It wa. caused

rectly by the insufficiency of wages; doubtless the cost of living has advanced, over
earlier years but the machinery of the strike was borrowed from New York, nome French

0dians having brought it from thence.
aro s 5.- do not think that Quebec shipbuilders need any proteetion-?using the

ord opposed to freedom of trade-and I think that the Government of the former
rovince of Canada dealt fairly with the shipbuilders with one exception, vis.; they ahould

ave insisted on the United States Government granting registers to Canadian built ships
When the Reciprocity treaty was concluded.

To Q. 6.-I am of opinion that the return in money of the duties on different articles
eloyed, in the building of ships, was all that a shipbuilder had a right to expect.

To Q. II.-I do not believe that any of the Banks in Quebeo would advance money
i shipbuilders, upon the security of new vessels in course of construction, if they had

e Power to do so.

- To Q. 12-It is beyond question that the rapid increase of iron and composite ships
.Great Britian is destroying all demand for Canadian built vessels. The cause is that
!on and composite ships get a 20 years' class in Liverpool registry, and 14 and 15 years at

'loyd', that their wear and tear is a mere nothing as compared with wooden ships, and
ne"equently their annual depreciation in value much less : they are stronger, rarely leak,

are insured at a lower rate of premium.
To Q. 13.--I am of opinion that composite ships.could be built in Quebec profitably

'd that our builders could compete successfully with other nations; the only difficulty lies
i t'he want of experience in dealing with iron, and in the details of construction. At
present it would be best to import from Liverpool, Glasgow, and Wales, all the iron in a
eprPared state. The cost of importing all the iron and even the teak necemsary for a high
Sas 8 ship from Great Britain would not exceed 2.50 to 83 per ton register, whilst the

þs Would make a clear profit of about 84 per ton by taking a cargo of deals or grain froin
Quebec to Great Britain.

To Q. 14.-As I said in reply to question No. 5, shipbuilders in Quebec do not need
aY protection; all they need is a fair field and »narkets all the world over, some of which
re low denied to them. The immediate difficulty is this : shipbuilding is in a state of

transition; *ooden ahips are nearly out of date, and new principles of construction are
adOpted. The favourite ship in Great Britai at present in the composite, but the very
fe builders here who have some means, are afraid to risk them in building ships the coSt
Of Which they cannot estimate, and merchants for the same reason are uby cf advancing
foney to those who have no means. It in sertain that the first builders of such shipsMould sink a considerable sum in experimqnts and from want of expeuience which could
e saved in subsequent ships, and it is clear that their neighbours may Jerive all the

henefit of their expenditure without sharing in the loss. For these reasons I think the
qovernment might, as an exceptional case, come forward and offer a bounty of S4 to 86
Per ton ou the first three or four ships built, which wogld, I think, be sufficient to set the
trade agoing.

To Q. 15.-The great want of our builders is new markets for their ships. All that
hey want even now to ensure a great amount of prosperiy is the United Satea' market

Whioh they are justly entitled to, seeing that for the put 17 years all United States built
esels have been admitted to registry in every part of the British Empire on th e

teras as Colonial built vessels. At one time thoy paid la. per ton for registry, but eventhisisnow abolished. No treaty of reciprocity shouldever again be concluded withoutobtain.
Jlag this privilege. The French mArket is now open on reasonable terms, and some ship


