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CLA RKÉIP1 ýCHA'RLES

SPEAKER OF THE LEGiSLATIVE ASMMBLV OF OýVTARIO.

NT-COLONEL CLARKE
LEuTEoNrAin the grand oâd 'athedral city 1

of.Lincoln, Eng1ýnd, 'ithin sound of the fa-
mous bell k.nown as "Great Tom," où- the
28th of November$ 1826. In his. boyhood

he was thepupil of Mr.-now the Rév.-
Tho" Cooper, well khown from his connec-

tion with'the Chartist movement, and conse-
qùent 'imprisonment in 'Stafford jàil and
likely to be known to future genérations by

his renuiiýkable epic. pý>em, The Purgatory
of Suicides." Mr. Clarkerèceived his more
adyanced educâtion at Waddington, in Lin-
êobashire, under the tuitio.n of Mn Ùeorge
Boole, who is known as. the author of meveral

mathematical works,, and who became fin. t
Professer of Mathemàties in Queen's College,
Cork, Ireland. , After completing his educa-
tion he served hie apprénticeship as a draper
with Mr. John- Norton of Lincoln, apromu-
nent Radical, a warm'advocate-of Free Trade,

-'and a personal friend of John'Bright and
Richard Cobden. Brought ap amid such in-
fluences, it is not to be, wondered ai that
Mr. Clarke early imbibed advanced * ideas on
social, . commeréW and- political questions.
At.the time when ber ras expanding Éroul

'boyhood to youth, England was affitated
1rom end to end.on the.questions of un-

restricted commerce with foreign.nati«'n8
and. the abolition of the Corn'Laws. -ýffe
was even iÉ. thoee early days au arden be-"
liever in Prée Trade and the righta,.oft,
people: àjcýd the vem'that havesince pawed

over h-is head have witnessed no ab&te-
ment of his ardouÉ Re is a Liberal of the
Liberals.

Some of his family connèctioas having
émigrated to. Canada in 1843, he followed

during the next ear, settling in the town-
ship of Cinboro', in the Niagara District.
Here he'ga'e himself ùp-to farmiùg pursuits
for about four years, when, inIffl, having

suffered for some time from fever and ague,
then common- in that part of the country,

he took up his residence in Hamilton. Hav-
ing found commercial employmènt there,

he amused himself by w ýiî1& two or three
contributions for the press descriptive of
the scenery in the neighbourbood of Elora,
where" somê* of his family connections re-

sided, and where he hs:d been a feequent
visitor. The wild and rugged beauty of that

region afforded, and still affords, a suitable
theme for a writer endowed with graphie

power of _ descripbion, and Mn Clarkes
-contributions attracted the attention of the
editor of the Hamilton Journal and Ex-
prffl. He.was invited to contribute other
articles, and the conneetion led -to hia en-

-gagement as sub-editor of that paper. The
Journal and Exprew was efaithful sup-
porter, of the Baldwin-LiLfonUine Adminis-
tratiion (whieh ' wasthen in/ýower)- àJthougb
opposed to radical reforms. The Young jour-

,nalist« in a few months obtained full control
of ita* editorial columns, and launched into'
the. advocacy of mea'sùres wbich were then
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