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Pastorai Letter of House of Bishops.

The undersigned set forth this Pastoral Lat-
ter in accordance with authority committed to
them by their Brethren of the Episcopate as-
Eembled in Council in the City of New York on
the eighteenth day of October, being the festi-
val of St. Luke the Evangelist, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and
ninety-four.
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PASTORAL LETTER.

To our well-beloved Clergy and Laity:
We, your Bishops, having been assembled

to take order, under the guidance of the Holy
Ghost, for the extension of the Eingdom of
God, have availed ourselves of the opportunity
to meet in Council to consider our duty in view
of certain novelties of opinion and expression,
which have seemed to us to he subversive of the
fundamental verities of Christ's Religion. It
bas come to our knowledge that the minds of
many of the faithful Clergy and Laity are dis-
turbed and distressed by these things; and we
desire to comfort them by a firm assurance that
the Episcopate of the Church, to which, in a
peculiar manner, the deposit of Faith bas been
entrusted, is net unfaithful to that sacred
charge, but will guard and keep it with all dili-
gence, as men who shall hereafter give account
to God. In the dischargeof thatpre eminently
Encred obligation of our office, we find ourselves
constraineil to address you on two cardinal
truths et our holy Religion, not for the purpose
of vindicating tbem, nor even to make an ex-
haustive exposition of them; but simply and
plainly to set before you the truth of God which
overy minister of this Church has pledged him,
self to hold. teach, and defend, and tu hand on
unimpaired to those who shall corne after us.
It is a conviction of solemn duty which con-
strains us thus to address you at this time, and
particularly to state what the Church requires
all who minister in holy things to hold and
teacb, first, concerning the Incarnation of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and secondly, concerning
the Holy Scriptures, by sure and certain war-
rant of which the Catholic Faith is proved.
1. THE INCARNATION Op oUR LoRD JEsUs CHRIsT,

And first, touching the Incarnation, and the
Person and Natures of our Blessed Lord, this
Church teaches and requires her ministers to
teach, (1) in the words of the Creed commonly
ealled the Apostles' Creed, that Jesus Christ is

the ' Only Son ' of God; in the words of the
Creed commonly called the Nicene Creed, that
Jesus Christ is the - Only begotten Son of God,
boatten of His Father before all worlds, God
of God, Light of Light, Very God of Very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with
the Father'; in the words of the proper Preface
for Trinity-Sunday, in the Order for the holy
Communion that ' that which we beliave of the
glory of the Father, the saine we bolieve of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost, without any differ-
once or inequality'; and in the words of tue
second Article of Religion, that ' the Son, which
is the Word of the Father, begotten from ever-
lasting of the Father,' is ' the vory and eternal
God, and of one substance with the Ftther ';
(2) that this, the Second Person in the adorable
Trinity, God from all eternity, was, in the words
of the Creed commonly called the Apostles'
Creed, 'conceived by the Holy Ghost,' and
' born of the Virgin Mary'; in the words of the
Creed commonly called the Nicene Creed, that
He ' came down from heaven, and vas incar-
nate by the Holy Ghost of the Virgin Mary,
and was made man '; in the words of the Te
Deun, that Ho did 'humble' Himself 'to bo
born of a Virgin'; in the words of the Collect
for Christmas Day, that He ' was born of a pure
Virgin '; in the words of the proper Preface for
Christmas-day, in the Order for the Holy Com-
munion. that Ho was ' by the operation of the
Holy Ghost, made very man. of the substance
of the Virgin Mary lis mother, and that with-
out spo t of sin'; and in the words of the second
Article of Religion, affirming the decrees of the
Councils of Ephesus and Chalcedon, that Ho
' took Man's nature in the womb of the Blessed
Virgin of ber substance; so that t wo wbole and
perfect Natures, that is to say, the Godhead
and Manbood, were joined togother in one Per-
son, nover te be divided, whereof is one Christ,
very God and very Man.'

This doctrine, held by the Church from the
earliest ages as revealed and taught inI Holy
Seripture, wituessed to and defined against ail
attacks of error by the four great genoral Coun-
cils of the undivided Church, is held by this
Church as the fundamental doctrine of Chris-
tianity . It bas been well said that " this was
the real contribution of the General Councils to
human history; the more and more explicit re-
assertion of the Incarnation as a mystery in-
deed, but as a fact. The varions herosies which
attempted to make the Incarnation more intel-
ligible, in reality explained it away; while
Council after Council, though freely adopting
new phraseology, never claimod to do more
than give explicit expression to that which the
Church from the beginning had impliciily be-
lieved. Their undoubted purpose, as viewed by
themselves, was to detine and guard, and to de-
fine only in order to guard,what they conceived
to be the essence of Cthristianity." It is never
to bo forgotten that the doctrinal statements of
the undivided Church are in no sense an en-
largement of, or addition to, the domain of the
Faith, but only a defence and defluition of the
same.

This is in strict accordance with the teachinz
of Holy Scriptare. When the ApostLie, writing
to the Ephesians, would designate the final

authority in mptters of the F tith, h said, " Ye
have not so loarned Christ ;" and when St. John
wrote to the elect lady his burning appùal for
stedfastness in the Faith, ho summod it up in
these words: " Ho that abideth in the doctrine
of Christ, he bath the Father and the Son." It
is not enough to learn about Christ; it is not
enough to know what Christ taught or what is
taught about Him; it is Christ that is to be
learned ; it is the Christ in whom we are to
ahido; Christ as revolod in Holy Scripture;
Christ as the net of experience; Christ as the
hinge of human history; Christ as the central
and cardinal point of the Croed, which must be
rend backward and forward from Him; back-
ward to reveal " God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth," and forward to
teach us and to give us " the Holy Ghost, the
Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of
Saints, the Forgiveness of Sins, the Resurrec-
tion of the Body. and the Life evorlasting."

Unless our Lord Jeans Christ is firmly hold
to bo God's own true and proper son, equal to
the Father as touching Lis Godbead, and to be
also the truc Son of the Blessed Virgin, by mir-
aculons conception and birth, taking our very
manhood of ber substance, we sinners have no
truc and adequate Mediator; our nature has no
restored union with God; we have no sacrifice
for our sins in full atonement and propitiation,
holy and acceptable to God; for our moral
weakness and irncapacity thore is no fountain of
cleansing, renewal, and ro creation after the
measure and pattern of a perfoct manhood. The
assertion of the Catholic doctrine of the Incar-
nation-the one indivibible Personality of the
Son of God Incarnate, the Word made flash and
dwelling among us-is the antidote of the false
teaching ot our day, which is simply the revi-
val of the old horesy of the self perfectioility of
man. For the miraculous Virgin birth, whiloit
is alone befitting to God,in assuming our nature
into personal union with Himseit,marks off and
separates the whole of our humanity as tainted
by that very corruption of original sin, which
had no place in buman nature as that nature
was assumed by our Blossed Lord in lis Incar-
nation.

We are moved to impress upon the minds of
the people committed to our charge, ai d cof the
teacheis commissioned .by our authority to
teach them. that thesei5lain statements of Foly
Scriptare and of the authoritative Formularies
of the Church require a plain and fuli accept-
ance of the facts that the human conception and
birth of our Lord Jetus Chri.t was accomplished
by the miraculuus operation of the Hloly Ghost,
and that the limaaity in His one Persou is
wholly derived from the substance of the
Bl-ssed Virgin Mary, lis mother. Only so
could He b the "Seed of the woman" that was
to bruise the merpent's band ; only so could le
fulfil he prophecies, " A womaun shal cmpass
a man," and " Behold, a virgin shall conceive,
and bear a Son ;" only so eau the angelic annun-
ciation bo understoud, " The tioly tThost shal
corne upon thee, and the power of the tlighest
bhall overmhaduw thue; therefore alo that holy
thing which shall be ourn of the shahl be called
the Son of God ;"- only thus can we accept the
statement of Sb. Matthew, " She was found
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