NICKLE-PLATED SIAM.

For a long time [ rode-down in the sfrect
cars every morning with a well-dressed, pleasant.
fuced young ruan who impressed me withe the
iden that, though liv was not a gentleman, he
was o clear-headed, decent sort of person, who
would after some rubbing - through  the world,
mnke his way, and tone Limself into somothing
approximating gentility, It was quite a time
before we got 30 fur as to converse together ; he
was resddy enough, but Iam diffienlt of opening
relations of any kind with strangers, particu-
Iarly of the class who affect striking costumes,
and offend your nose with perfumes altogether
unnecessary in the werning, and suggesting
themselves as inappropriate (o o business office.
Toward the middle of the summer 1 fonnd, from
my fellow passunger’s remarks to me, addressed
yuite casually, indeed gratuitously, that he was
a eommercial person. The nformation  was
ennveyed on the seonsion of my loaning my
copy of the fluzette to him, at his request, and
from the conversatinn that ensued on thut and
other wortings, | learned that the young an
was not alone n commercisl person, but one iy
the position of maanger of an extensive husiness
eoncern.  Engaged vpon literary work which is
of vastly greater benefit to the publie than it is
to wyself, or the fanily over \\‘Sli-‘]x Providencs
and my own condurt huve ecalled e 1o preside,
I paid Tittle attention to observations which,
hiowever importaut they may have been to this
individual, as tetuling 1o cleeate is stution in
the eyes of those with whom be was Jbitually
acenstomed to truvel, were not germiain to the
thanghts occupying my iutelligenve,  Happen-
ing to have some . busthess to transact inoa ther-
cantile house one day, 1 was w Htle surprised
1o Aee my quotidian meorning eompanion, not
indecd opcupying the office of wmanager, but
discharging the hnndder funetion of a subardi-
pate salesiman, T osaw then that ke was a per.
sou not inclined towrestle with conseience, and
] have not trosted bimosinee, He was a nickle-
plated slisn, <0 to speak. The uative brass
wax covered only with a tase wetal,

This veung twan 1 have studiously
ever sinee, for there 14 pa pleasum iy
ANY COnverse with even g “twhiste hap”’
to say, 1 became woqusinted with his employer
a little  while before his  establshment was
taken i charge by one sf the vumerous otficiad
assigners nominated by a paternal government
to make a living out of the never-fuiling harvest
of fnsolveney. Selfompde man, he was, he told
aie, though by eme from a vadet braneh of an
ancivut Fuglish house. Had worked his own
way upin the world, aud bad no one to thank
for hix sueness.  Liked to pay coe hamdred
cents nn the dellar, and voubl vasile pay one
theusand,  Wauld fenwd & fonddy s I‘.is W
nierits, and aak no man’s faveur, | at
his request, 1o Jas hotoe and fonnd very
magnitieently, and very
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Strange ;

arishly, furnished, :

Boston parlour set, sttty pilded, repped ansed ¢

cotonred to death.  Gorgeous varpets, hanmon-
12ing as brtle with the fueniture as the bocaded
curtsins aml bratally massive eorvics did with

i, Prctures, shown as obd maasters, bt elammy |

frot the casels of the suppliors of the Npw
York smoke houses, bre-a-bras of the Jdistress.
ing opder, and plenty of Bt fneongrigy of

splemdor, and unhappiness of seleciion every.

whers,
Aath ; dintug-room Louis XTIV, with all the
nmiodery improvements. Gilding cnough overy-
where to gepdate the mares of the Proviacis]
Legislatures, stul glaring colour suthicieut for
a fireworks exhilation.  This 1 was ealled
upon 4o critivize freely, aud 1otake to wyself
the eredit that while exypressing to this party
an opinion hmt be had very wany tine things
under bis roof, T sabl that what was wanted
wis s an antistieally appropriate disposition of
them, a basistiuent of glare, and an adoption
of a subdued hanwony of association and
eonpexinn, and that he had got his treasures
together the wrong way.  Just then his wife
came dewn in tatment that would have gplae-
ritted o Jduchess, ns to viches, and 1, over-
powepsd, hastensd away 1o a house where a
cléver woman with ten dolars; and her tasteful
little head to direet it expenditure, ean do
more 1o make the house cheertul mmnd attractive
than all this digging after fnery that ensds in so
unweh dissatisfastion and despair. The indivie
doal | oallude to livest in very exeellent style.
His advance in the warld had been rapid. From
the bonrding-house he had progressed to £75 per
annum, snd frow thenee to a mausion.  Higsta-
Wes showed aothe excellent horsetlesh, and his
liveries were nest but ot gaady. The attive of
the ladiey of his household on such oecusions as
they appeared before the world and their friends,
was very rich and showy. The family dinmonds
had been et up, anud they compensated lor any
little defecta of education amd teaining obs
able to the eritical fndividual individual whis
ear and eye are offended by solecism.,

The estate has not proved & satisfactory one
to the ercditors:  'They Lope yet to he able to
get nomething like a dividend, but, with the
shrinkage of values, circumstances are agninst
them, and 1 fear that ‘my: acquaintanee has
played them o rather senrvys trick. . e is
ahsent just- now, aud so'iy his fumily. . Those
who know him better than odo say that he'is
not likely tu return to Montreal, pennauently
or temporarily. . : g

This person was avother glittering “nickle-
plated frand and sham, Tt turned out that Ie
commenced Tife aa a clerk. with o wespectable
house, and was extablishod in business at a time
when things moved moere sotively than they du,
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now.  Ih: had not n dollar of capital of his own
and he cotnmanded but womnengre credit at first.
Upon this he worked, pushed a business baged
upon’ unsound .and . hapliazard principles, en.
coureged - by his- example n'large unprofitable
competition, sold recklessly ‘and bought wildly,
played off Peter aguinst Paul so as to nreet his
engragernents, maintajined o financial kite-flying
game as long as it could last, did not,scmp?u to
endorse his own paper with the naines of stroug
houses without secking their consent, lived ex-
travagautly in order to be considered prosperous,
and eujoyed the good things of l]ife in his
shallow, vulgar way, until all hope was. gone.
Then, having Heut‘hin wife befare him, and con-
verted every possible valuable into money, he
left his ercditors and his establishuent seeretly
oune night, and now he enjoys himszlf on the
other side of the line: No_doabt the fucile ua-
ture of the Canadiun eredit system debanched
this persan’s moral perceptions s certain it is
that he iy a_swindler, yet the world will Inok
upon bitn leniently as one against whomn 1he
fortune of war went, and who ouly needs an-
other chanee to reinstate himself. He was o
brassy mickle-plated shiaun from the beginning,
yet the world took him and ** guve him a show”
beeatse he had confidence enough to put a biold
facr o it and claim for his gaudy display the
recognition of the muttitude.

One of the worst specimens of this order |
ever knew way u notary and real estate agent in
# distant eity, who had an imwense practice,
wid waes entrusted with the managemient of the
concerns of many  large estates. Secioa of an
aristovratic fndly, he lived well and comupnded
the cutrer of the best society.  He was u club
tenst, a turf man, a betting and sporting masn
atid 4 prinee of jolly gond fellows. T kepd twn
or thive cheres wantes 1n seperate estublishments,
where hie oceasionally feasted  his friends in
style copied from the Petite Trisnon, and his |
way through the world was one of the gavestand |
usost extravagant-—till the end came, The wan
af pleasure had to flee from wife and children,
mistresses, friends, syeophants amd creditors. J1-
beft teliind B, wot alone his own yained for- 4
tunes, bt those of all whe had contided fu b,
aned phyesd trost in the name he bore, He was
fullowed Ly the carses of widows and orphans, |
arad Hf he had any heart at all he st have been
distracted by remorse at the destruetion which !
his sableiny bl aeconiplished. But he was o
cluby man, and a4 representative of fashion.
ery volre was hushed.  The distress of those |
whose sabstinee had been dissipated was si-
lenend. The press spoke not, for the offender |
ind been high in the world, and an associate of
the o=t exalted in the community.  The de |
fanlter diied ina strange land, amd Wis remains
were brought back in powmp 1o the eity in which |
he had been worked out his mieteorie career.
Thes were committed to the ground with all the
geandeur of veremony peculiur to the church of
which he had onee been s metuber, and all that
was tashionable of the oity turned out to dof
fonor to the memory of one who had pitilessly
ravaged the property whieh had been commitied
to his trust, and spent upon his vices the sub-
stance of people whom his extravaganee had
fmpoverished,” This is no faney sketeh, and it
shows how the warld will tolerate and applaud
sneresafuf shams,

I suppase that in our artiticial soricty out-
wand show will always command a large amount
of upprvelation and eredit. Men and women are
apt 1o be more taken with the display that they
see, than with guadities that meay exist hat are
nat represented by any exhibit of money value,
With new rich peaple growing up every day, |
asserting themselves and forcing their way into
the ranks of what is ktown as society,” it s
very dithienlt te prevent the vulgar element, |
whiose puspel s ostentation, fron diffusing the
mistaken idea of surface value, and appraising
ehararter 2t the invoice price of what it can put
on its back and spread abroad in its roons,

W. Lesuie Thos,
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CANADIAN HISTORY.

Therve are few, 1 am sure, of your Canadiso
readers who will not have read with interest the
two papers, teeently vontributed to the calvmns
of the Nrws, by Meo W Lestie Thowm, in relas
tion to {nebee antiguities. The tirst paper refers
to Gallows Hill, St John Submbs, and s
phastly nwemoties. The second embodies the
martial  souveuits clustering round thay im-
wmensely Tistorieal and divty little streete- Dog
Lane—whicl, under the frowning gans of the
Geand Battery; weanders from time tamemaorial
round the Cape, from Dambonrges street to the
eastern terminus of Sanleau-Matelot street.

Nothing can be more flattering to me than
thi exevllent use to which lmve Teeu put the
niatevials for Canndian history, aceumulatesd in
*Quehee Past mnd Present, " and in the ** His-
toive des Rues de Québiee," so neatly teanslated
for: the News, in Kuglish, by my old friend,
Charles Aviwin, sy, of Cap Santé,

More than vnee, Mr. Thom has given his
Ynebee veaders ovcasion to enjoy the etfusions
of bis lively peu, aud his veeént efforts to per-
wtunte in such o widely vead publieation as the
Nrws, the historie menories of the *Cancient
cupsital,” wnust m-m.wn*ily swell the list of ad-
mivers hehas left bebvml, -on removing to
Montreal )

Wemust all welcome with l\l ststie o chame
ion . who comes forward, and does battle to save
the ¢ Walled City of the Notth,” from the ruth-

: 1seets

Cave mvls of the most deliciee

Deveryhody's satisfuction.

wish merely to add one wornld, to complete the |

information contained in Mr. Thow’s graphie
portraiture of g Lane, >

The stone of Hope Gate: is not ** all broken up
for rond metal,” as he thinks. The kev.stone
of this fumous olil structure, which he last saw,
““beliind a ballof rapnr in the Chronicle office,”
was presented to the writer by Mr. Foote, and
the inscription slab with the well-remembered
words : }

HENRICO HOPE
Cupiurin Duee et Provineins Sub Prefects
Protegente of alfurante
Frtructe

Georcro 111, Heek Nostro

Anne XXI7T ¢t Sulutis 1786,
has also been presented 1o the wiiter and serves
now a8 pediment 16 a small monument, ten feet
Wigh, i which the key-stones of Palace—-Pres.
eott—amsl Hope Gates are conspicuous.  This
mounment of fallen greatness and many sieges
now stands on the brink ot the historic “¢ Belle
Borne Brook,” at Sillery, which intersects my
corutry seat. Crowds of {ilteratenis, historiaus,
Lo, tneluding the illustrions Francis Parkman,
have been attracted by its fune.

Doy Mr. Eaditor, in closing allow me to ex-
press o hope that the intended “ History of the
Streets of Montreal, revently promised in the
columuns of the [pLestiaesd Nuws, will soon
b ﬂxrthi'f:lllill{.{.

J. M. LeMoive.

Speneer Grange, near Quebec, 20tk Oct. 1876,
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How A Bren Fraes.—The mast prominent
fact whout a bird is i« faculty in which it differs
from every other ereature, except the bat amld
ts power of tlying.  For this purpose
the bird's arm ends in only one long, slender
tipger, instend of a full hand  To this are at-
tached the quills and small fenthers (covertsy on
the upper side, which make up the wing.  Ob-

sserve how light all this is 5 in the fisst place the

hones are hollow, then the shafts of the feathers
are hollow, and tinally the feathers themselves
filaments,inter-
wking and clinging to one avother with Jittle
arasping hooks of microscopie fineness.  Well
how does a bird iy 7 1t secms simple enough
ta deseribe, yet it is a problem that the wise
in

st
such matters have not vet worked out to
This explanation, by
the Duke of Argyle, appears to me to be the
Best @ an apen wing forms a hollow on its under
sidde, Hike an inverted saucer ¢ when the wing is
forced sdown. the npwand pressure of the air,
canglit under this concavity, lifts the bird up,
ekl as vou hoist yourselves up between the
paradbed bars in 2 gymnasiom. But he conld
never inthis wauy get abesd, and the hardest
auestion is still to be answered. Now the front
vilge of the wing, formed of the bones anid mus

Peles of the foreearm, is vigil and vavielding, |

while the hinder nrargin s the sott flexible end
of the frathers s so when the wing i3 foreed
down, the air under it finding this margin vield-
inz the casier, wonld rush out here, and in so
doing, would bend up the ends of the quill
pushing them forward cat wf the way, which of
coutse, would tend to shove the bird ahcad.
This provess, quickly repeated, results in the
phiesiouiena of Hight.
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A PLEA FOR THE CLASSICS.

T hueb awel) by night, thah well by dag

hie classies.”

) HORAVE,

Ave we o give up clussies 7 This is just now
the all important question ju Canada. For if
the Lappiness of oo eountry depemds on itx edu-
cation, its education surely depends on what it
learbs,

One thing fxecertain, i a boy can buso trained
that, when thivteen or fourteen yvears obl, he will
be a fuir accountant, a good penman and reader,
and able to write a goed letter, o wise parent,
will secure this before all else. Noaw bovs are
so tradned in the Montreal Protestant Publie
Schoals, I elassios prevent thiz, classies must
fall by the bourd; aud classics do prevent thisas
songhit in oursoccalled clas<eal sehools,

In favonr of elsies we have the voice of an-
tigquity.  But are we not wiser than the aged ?
Is uot the voice of antiquity wrong 2 To wbitais
a tinul wpswer to this question England ap.
pointed a Royal Comuission of men of the most
untrunmelled and liberal minds. They were
not loth, we may well helieve, to immortalize
their names by inaugurating an entirely new
systein of eduestion,  They reported unani-
mously in favour of classics,  This is surely
canelusive,

Now lot us take a vigorons logical argnment

tint of andantion eonpenicates  and tastantio
neaqudive,  Take the English and  \meriean
politieians. . What ** Yankee” even will nut

allow the superiority of the former in every
way, voraterical, mental, and masl In the
Stutes, the avernge wember of Congress ean o
wore decline a notu than be can w bribe, - In
England, Gladstone in his leisure momeuts ()
comments on Homwer and Lond Derbiv trmnishutes
him, The Gernans again are o classical nation,
The French excel in mathematics, which are
superior in the wrts of war and government,
Oxford is prr ecertence the elassical univer-
sity of Englaml ;. Cambridge, the mathewmatical.
Isit a mere coincidence that ‘Oxford has eers
taindy led the world in religious thought, the
deepest subject on which the human miud is
exercised T 1s it a were coineidence that Ox-
ford turned out Wesley, Newman, usey, &e?

less vandalisi ranpant in g0 wany quarters, )

s it a mere eoincbienve that the most delight-

b cune.

ful companion wherever we go the world over,
is more or less of a classical scholar? ‘

There are many schools divided into classical
and commercial divisions. In all we have in-
quired into the beys on the classical side surpass
their commereial school-fellows in. their own
subjects ¢ To such an extent do classies en-
able the mind to grasp other subjescts with
exact precision, At Oxford those who give two
years to classies, and six months to modern his-
tory, often obtain higher honours in the history
schonls than those w%m have devoted the whole
two years and a half to modern history alone,

Let us now see why the study of classics is so
potent a brainestretcher to train the human
mind. It necessitates the most intense cou-
eentmtion on the part of the student. A Loy
eunr glanee over his geography lesson and chat
meanwhile to a sehool wate, . Buat even tojearn
Miesor, he must think of Mose and nothing else.

In claseies a waster can in a few minutes pick
out any single oy in a large class who has not
lessrnt his lessou, and hear in a few ininutes what
has taken hours to learn,

T classios, small differences are 21l important.
All often turns on the one vowel that marks a
difference of case or tense.  They thus train the
wind to that nicety of observation without
whivh all ebservation is nearly alwivs nseless,
often mish-uding and absolutely harmful.

Again brutes reason. Articulate speech is the
one prerogative of muaun.  Thonght itself is
unconzciotsly conducted in unspoken words.
What then can be said of a man who does not
understand his own language 7 English in forts
Imore years (at its present rate of inerease) will
be the language of the workl,  Now the auly
wiy to understand-—or *‘stand under’--the-
Eunglish lunguage is on the foothold of Latin
and Greek.  The ordinary words in Latin are
usedd to wake up the extraordinary words of
Englisli, and the shortest wav to wke a nan
sure 1o understand the selentific portion of the
Fnglish language is by a short course of Srith’s
Latin and Greek Principia.

Adady onee told as that she learnt miore of
what Ianguage really is by an accidental glane.
at a list of Latin and Greek roats and their
English derivatives than in all her previeus
training in a good schoal,

firwmmar again is one of the scienevs of Jun-
Aceurate thought dvpends on aceurate
grammar. It is therefore mmportant to study

: the most acrurate granunars of the waorld- - those

of the languages of Greeve and Rome,

The foundations of modern knewledge were
laid in the masterpieees of Greek and Roman
authorship.  Those who aim at fmproviug the
superstructire must surelv have somne acquaint-
ance with the foundation,

As Cdeliveny” s all fmportaut i ortory
so ttatyle™ dsall important 1o writing  Surely
then it is indispensable to read the best mmiels
of style which the literature of the world lias
produced, and it well known that 1 but a few
of the foremost orators in England Lisve been
foremost in attributing their sueeess to a study
of the Greek and - Latin elassics,  And even Mr.
Lowe, who deplores bis clussival tmining, is s
living instance of its efiiciensv.  Lastly every
Protestant at least will wish his son to read
the New Testament in that (heretical) language
in whick it was written, and drink the waters
of Salvation in the language in which they timt
flowed, S )

The conclusion of our argunient is as follows
Firstly—A boy should not begin elassics to any
wreat extent till he iy twelve or thirteen vears
olil when his inteleet will be so fur matured as
to muake pleasant hecanse ruphly  progress.
Secordly-—Vigorous measures must be taken to
vase the drudgery of the study, the intlections,
the genders, the prosedy.  Thirdly—Latin
Prose and Verse Composition may be deferred
till the age of thirty, if by that time a man finds
nothivg better {n the worlid 1o do.

HUMOROUS.
Varive OrFerING.—Election bribes,

A very prscise person, remarking upon Shake-
spesre’s line :

Tur stove-pipe elbow sticks ont very much
Justnow. 1t basn't got its new sout yet.

< pood men do is oft fnterred with their bones ™
carefully  observes that this interment can genemdly
ke place without crowding the boes.

AN exchange asks, ““ Why are we whet we
ared  One reason, we presume. is becditne we qre not
what weare not, though, of eourse, this may uot be the
ADSWer,

HPeesry of milk in vour cans this morning *°
the customer asked a Borlington wmitkman yesterduy
marning.  And the milkman ndded gravely as withou?
a wink in his eye he mude reply. ** Chalk ™

A brave and good little Ohio boy sat on the
fen e two hours in the freezing cold of dead wiuter
watehing a broken rail on the railread thick, soas te
enrry the latest news of the impevding aceitent ts his
father, who was loeal editor,

THE time s fast approachiug when the icicle
will relax its hobl on the eavss sml eudeavor to split
the cranjum of the tramp who perdsta in ringisg the
door bell for fortysix consecutive minutes, And sone
people would termi this divine vengenee,

; . SCIENTIFIC.

Tue sandstone shabs containing the supposed
fussil tracks of 4 maw and a bhind, disvovered at North
Cnuton,. Conn., are believed to be bogns, us the mnn
who bad them disappeared when a commistes of seion-
title grentlemen agresd to examive them carefully.

A vERY useful addition has just been made
to andinary coast warnings by the British Admiralty.
1t consists in firinmge an explosive eharge of hulf o pound
of gan eotton at intervals of ifteen minutes during fous,
When there ia little wind, as is asual in tages, the sonnd
is heant theee miles off, - . :




