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TRADE AND COMMERCE

Co.%îMu1tcîÀ..Jm îxu OtFnet:,

Ferility. 'Marci 131h.

Ticcre ln very littie to nefer te as lîaving
aîty bearlng ott the state of trada i Vie.
torla. Tite trado lias reovcreti frantheIm
luil cotaseuint uponis tîta cletiongîs t
wveek, andi tua whoiesaie mten report te
volume of businens ful.y up tu their experct
aLlons.

Tite fact that noney lu vcny scarce hia
Seattle andi Port roavnscîtt lins. causei lant

austa dentaad on Victoria brokers.
Scattle incai have ottereti li percent. givlng
big reai estate i;ecurity. Oit accotittofftue
activlty lia Port Angeles reai estate, a con-
siticrable drain lias restitte.1 on banking
rosources. An ativance te Victoria builti-
crs lias been i ade, but la very à3iight at
present, andi ne itacrease te sipe.ak cf is
ai tlclpateti for a couple o! niostlhs yct.
Thiecagneries will soon bo lanactiva ciler.
ation, wlaich will create a dentaiti oit Lite
batiks.

Collections are cotning la very good,
papier belng taketi up fainlytveii ont matitr-
ity by busines mna. Fawv reaewais arc
asked. A laeaitly laecase la noleti ever
last year'-;1îusitcucsi. Tite average for dis.
couats IsSSper ccit. NeWYork excîtange
4 te .ý. preintat, according te ainoutit.
Sterlinig oxcianga is quoted at Çew yonk,
W-4., ' I.Kei; deianti. 84..*l«

Trade la dry gectis durittg Ttnuai-r wva
quîiet, but of late la siiowiiîg sigita of lire-
Orderut ana reutortd tiglit, gis ciae season
lias heen laackward. Tita ratait t rade is
iiîyinîx carcfutilly anti takingj care tiot te
oecrstock, conscqxacaîly buiesii con-
fitid in a way, to s<rtittg alp erders Tite
pîrosPects arc thtat trade wiii Ite datte more
wltla Oic local dealers in te futnro. it
senîs te o c ettpression wiîth tae wvole-
sAlenaerchants tîtat ta rptail utei baviag
te play tîteir Ea.stern accouaIs, pnomptly,
te local bil'i have, lu anuy Instances,

been extendici. Tiiere scecuis te be a de.
terniinatien aniong te wholcsalc lieuses
tu es-tablisi a more %atisfactory avsten in
regard te ternaî, as te prescrnt arrange.
talents tare rezry unsaitisfactory. The East-
ora note systcni la ativocatati, as iL wvouldi
cituble inerchiants te soli dloser anti cein-
hicte botter writh Eastern lieuses. Langer
%tocks tban In fermer yoars are now car.
nieti anti te dealers are la a position ta
taicet ai Lte requirements ef the- mtarket,
anti îotwitiislandlng a duit wtinxcr, are
loeki:tg forwvard teagood tradc titisseason.

In groceries the past nionth bas beea
r-atber dxiii, but considerabiy botter than
te sanie pcrloti hast year. Islandi trade is

ver3. goed. Nanalato ardent are vcry
iteavy, owitag te tue large output of ceal
andi con"c<uent prospcrily cf the people.
Collections are gooti. ]Money seenis*casiler.
Mainiand tradeis quiet. Onders arc pria.
cipaihy sorting, butaconîidcrablc italrove.
tlent iq ztoteti. Tite nortitrnra .uteius
are oening up, anti titis, xvith te rcaling
trade. is mahkiag quite an ltnprovctneutt i
lte Mîu ales. me report. xiigars; firai,
but 10w; syrupa, btigla anti stoady; n.cats
tire very iew; cauinct geetis bigli.

The wcatlier bas baai a deprcssing
feffcct on tic fruit hsusinms lately. Apples
.are scarce andi ltigi, g$2 par box being paiti

for gooui Oregon Appies. Oratnges are low
andi piwîtlfui, anti are qîîotcti: Ilivaride,
$3.775; Nati~s, IR5.25), tutt advanclîîg; Los
Aîigles, $2.75; Califonin Itnions, $1.50.

Ia Liquora, stocks .sra ai littie short, but
titere in a fair supphy ota htattu. ire or
four vessueis ara jtist about dile witiî large

coîzg,,îczts.Pricestara low but stendy.
lat Pavatta cigars, te dentant in steatiy

aidtti tc chantge la prices.
lit tJrugqlbuqetes is reportaul very fair

priries genetraliy steady. Orders tirc, as
tasua lit te begitîîiîîg o! te year. liglat,
it promtise a gooi ittcrease wvhen sprlttg

opaîts out. We Ilote Chtanges as foilows:
Quinine, lowvor; Morpîtia, clown a littie;,
Sulî)tsur, adv.ittccd, corks, advaniccd; Ci trie
anti Ttîrtarlc Rcidi advattcing.

The tast Lwo mntti lia% c beeta lulil it
te hardware tracte, but buîsinîess in 11ow

opeîtiîig ctp. Thle agrietîiturail iniuleient
trada prrntiias te develop ta uttusual
proportionas tii sasoî. Orders are now
comntg In atad.onaccount of te muitai %vin.
ter, prospects are brigit for a gooti sea.
sota'sbIusitîesms. Dlealers art, carryi ztg lîeavy
stocks, andi lookîttg for a big ycar vitli te
builditng tracte. Otîtsiuie collectionts wera
neot gootl in Felirutary, buit. mtoncy in cont.
ing ita mtore pietîtiful. Business in inuci
better tait titis tiluat year.

It in bctween uteans iiiilie boot andi
sltoe buasiness, aîîd tîtere is noting partie.
ular to itote-

The priccon Leather of ail kitîtis In stencly
just tîow, anti Lte <lanî for te local
prodîtet in ftiv up to lte sttpply. hu1(es
are as iow as titey ]lave aven becît, cauýed
by the !nt roduction of rutlîhergoouIs, -wiiî
tend to taka te pliace of lea'.tr for v'at ius
purposes.Teitftiiadlistîrsc,
ieavittg a suirplus of itideq cil te uîiarlkcî;
coissignlltt Ipricoasare low.

The local Trunk fartory put ont tîteir firsi
lot Tlîurstiay. raidc belle sooti tça stop) lit.
portatiotta. Tiiese are selinîg ait a îtiigiît
margin belolw tîtose litportedf romn teEast;
andi are cfa uxoot quaiity. Titey look %%eit
andi suatî strong, andi arc a credit te our
local lidustries.

Tite sale of Victoria flotîr in ittcrcasîag
steadiiy. Atîtneat Ilour ittiportut are fai.
ing 011', andt ;t is expeclcd te bc more
narkeci cvery wcek lit te future. Ail

Manitoba braîtts htave acîvatceul :tM centsa
barrel. P>ortland i lîur adivanicedi :1r cent-
a barrel wvitit I.itis ten days.

Oats arc stcady; lîop fced las dropped i 
a ton.

Potato, weneailittle Ntronger during tite
inte coiti saap, but are expectedt (trop
wlîen lte faritns arc abia te open Ilîrir
piLa.

Ilay retîîain.t about thesagne.
Choice Ensterit butter is scarce. Titere

is little gooti Manitoba la the inankar.
Citoice grades are cîtuteti at *21e. per 11). ;
lotvcr grades are pietîtiful but terc is ito
dentanti fer it. Cadîfontia butter is faliing
andi is dlown te M1e. Tite dettînuti, lto%%.
even, wil li îool dan titane it. no aLter t'O
sîtppiy tite mîarket at prescîtt.

1Eggs are iii gooti destînîtil. Tite suuîîly
is su1iicnt aiti prettý% .teady, buit titereý
tviila failing air ii pnice-s vlih te cen-
ing warutî teatlter.

'Wellington or New 'linitgton ceai
88.00 per ton. The price is steady,altlîougi
t rade Inslackuug off witlt the approacliing
itilti wcatiter.

Wood Is quotcd $4.50 per cord, an~d nu
inc(reaitig derinnd(.

Veay littie tonnage oit the eoast ls cifer.
Iîîg for ltituber, and t I l dillicult to obtain
vesseis, aitiîoughi freiglia are itigit. For
Austrailan porté rates are: Melbourne,
6L5ï. lier M fee; P'ort Pirle, 1iti.0d. to 70-4.
pur M fect; Sydney, 5-2o.(id. to 558. per M
feet. Durlng the last niontit tiaure has
been a considerabie amounit of activitY
in the Sydney traite. Mtelbourne markeut
lias bcun faily wtîll stocked for the pust
two montis. Southi Anicricau ports are
duli, on accouintet tho revolution. 0f late
there lias beca no cail wlîatever. To China
î.orts-coniparatively littie %hiippeti lattely.
Export litiber in quoted ont the battIs of
$10.110 per M fcct, board iasure, forrougi,
ordinary sixus up to 40 (t. lengts. Geai.
eraily iipeaking, tho mîarket la duli. Tite
local dmnnd 14 cil the Inercase, on accoulit
o! the brisk buildinigoutlook,. Loclpricus
are droppitig tlist;spring, ami the outlook
ls bad. Ileirs are cutting pricos to geL
Lte business. Quotatlons tirc: e]2.00 per
'N feet for rougît. andi S$20.010 for surfaceti.
Stoega lîcîti are largo and the milils are in a
position to %upply the licavy dentant ex-
pecteti.

Ihie almionniarkct la England isl vcry
depresseti, the heavy production of te last
two ycarg being fair In cxce'ts of the con
sumaption. The production oaversteppeti
the demanti, ami stcckn are aecuniuiatlng.
A duli toast pravails, wltli no disposition tu
operate. Tite trade are ualt laclinci to do
more titan a hand-to-anocai business.
Severe wvcather lias tendcd to chck the
sale of sueli articles as sahuon. Prices hia
Engianti arc ils. per case cx.ship. Tite
Waniock andi Titania arecxpected to reteli
Lte maarket socia, ivben operationg will ho.
gin. Thieituarket depends on this aeasoît's
pack.

Up to the present tc sualing outlook Is
neot vcry briglit. lVessels hear.i front so
far do nat report matcht of a catch, as conta-
paruti itiprcvious years Tlîcarcforty
sehooncr, out frein B3ritish Col umbla ports.
and between tiiirty anti forty front otJîer
coast ports.

vi'tANCOUVMR
2otwitlist.titding tise tact Vint imach In-

tercst wvas tîanifesteti ira tc ertiot Coli.
test, boI.h whlolesalc ard rotail nliercimnts
report that traute last wvck wax nit to te
ulsual volume. The News.Advertiser, In
ils wcckly review lat Sauurcay, .says :lîat
prodacc il.erchants have baca esjîecialiv
busy, nd Oitnt a large business bas laerit
donc nt 'Victoria, Ncwe% 'Westminster
anti Naitaimo. Business-u bas been match
more brisk than usaa in bshipplng circlms
Thie teatîstip Batavia arived on Titurs
day frontàCiia anti Japan, witlî a valu-
tle cargo of about*-"0 tons. couaposet of
tea, siik,rne, olium anti otîter nierchian.
dise. The arrivai of tc steamship WVet
Initiat, tc pioncer steamier of the il.C.
Steamslîip Co., in ahludecc tai as an event of

mre titan usaa importnce. Site brouglit
'itoits fronît Liverpool for V'ancouver.

Site Çtttislteti unloadlng lier cargo nt Vat-
couver. Monday morning, and îuailed Tues.
dlay nonting for New Westminister. The
bark Spartat lias Ilttlslted unloading, anti
te sii Ninevali lias sailld for .Australia

witUt a cargo cf lunther. Tite 3fichiffl
anti se-veral othtc coastlîîg vesfeRa arrivcd


