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A DANGER.

UiRS is pre-cmincntly a social age. The nmuiO plication ai sacieties and ai fadilities fa
meing in large nûmbers have led ta a wonderit

development in titis line. The echoes af the ut
mense Christian Eudeavour Convention at Cleve
land liave not yct died av;ay. Toronto has jus
welcomed and entertained the Baptists' Young Pec
ple's Union ai America, ta the number ai severa
thousands, and expects ere long ta welcome ani
entertaîn Ianother similar conference consisting c
several thousiand delegates. These large gathering
are the culmination ai many smaller cries held ftc
similar abjects in the county, state or province. N(
cloubt there are advantages ai stimulus, inspiration
enthusiasm, momentum ai Christian force obtainei
from such great assemblages, the sense of powei
the visible display ai numbers anid strenryth. But il
may be asked if there is nat a danger ai this sort al
thing bcing carried tao far, and if we have nat nov
rcached tire danger point. Unfortunately the lia
biity ta, abuse lurks in the best things, and tha
whlch is good can anly be kept sa at the price aý
eternal vigilance. Judging from what we read ancr.hear, theïe appears ta us ta becfia smabb danger oÈthiý
convention-holding and convention-going becoming
an end rather than a means, ai their absorbing anc
monopolizing the energy and a large amount af thc.
money which many wibl think might be more use-
iuly spent in ather ways. There is no strait danger
ai the conventions and the manipulating thcm be-
caming a fad. Their immense numbers are now
most obviously making them quite unwieldy. Forty
thousand are claimed as having attended the Cleve-
land Convention, a number sa large that it had ta
bc divided up into half a dozen and sametimesa
greater number ai separate meetings. One cannai
read the accounts ai that convention without being
struck with the tendency ta glorification in the
simple fact af great numbers. Numbers are import-
ant no daubt, but they do not ai themselves furnish
necessarily a matter for glorification, or an assur-
ance af spiritual îpower, and there is a very real
danger ai this pride in numbers divcrting attention
from the neal source of spiritual strength, ile and
success. The preparatian necessary and the ex-
pense involved in makîng provision ta accommadate
and furnish ways and means ta employ usefubly the
talent, energy and activity af such a hast are enor-
mous. No sooner is it announced wvhere the next
convention wil be neld, than the alast elaborate
means miust be set in aperatian ta provide for it,
and the more sa that every succeeding place is bound
ta overda, if possible, ail that has been donc before.
At Cleveland, for instance, committees general and
I;peciab on ail kinds ai matters, requiring the thought
and energy ai some htindreds ai persans, have beenfor a year past constantly at work for the convention
ai rRg4 . Thausaiids ai dollars had ta be collected
and were expended upan the arrangements for
it before a single delegate had set foot in Clevc'and.
Several hundreds ai thousacds ai dollars must
bas been spent by dtelegates in going ta, returning
from and staying *in the city during the convention.
It is a pertinent question what now. are likely ta be
the spiritual results, for the Christian Endeavor
professes ta exist for spiritual cnds, as does also the
Baptists' Young People's Union and many athers
ai a like kind, what are the spiritual resubts ofsuch
a vast concourse ai professedly Christian people?
Do they at ail correspond with, or campensate, in
the ivay ai exten ding and building up the kingdom
ai Christ, or promoting spirituailife in the individ-
ual soul, for the time, energy, thought, effort and
maney spent upon these conventions! Candidly,
we question very seriousby if they do, and it is a
ve'ry grave mnatter if they do not. There is flot a
church which has not, at its Annual General Asseni-
bby, Conference, or Synod just held, had ta lamnent
a reducçd incame, very straitened resources, work
hamperad, servants undcrpaid or unpaid, honorable
Pecuniary engagements unniet, and here are thou-
sands of Christian people belonging ta these same
churches, spending hundredý off thousands af dollars
in a fewv days at a convention wvhose direct or in-direct effects in promoting truc religion aught be
very manifest indeed ta justify such an autlay af
tîme, effort and means. Frankly we question bath
1 he ivisdom and the righteousness of buch an autlay
ai money and time and effort, whibe the regular
wvork af the churches ta, which canvention-going
Christians belong is in the state it now is for
ivan t of means.

*But apart-framthe necessary and unavoidable
expense connected With such huge gatherings, there
is the tendéncy.to run- into a gréat~ maniy other kinds
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of expense for purposes mainly of dislay and showv,
which it wili be bard ta justify, and which even an-

i. pears childish or extravagant. Ail heads are not
Dr level and wisc in everi small societies, much lcss ini
ui such large oncs, and it is beyond the power af the
a- levef and wise heads, and truiy consecrated and
c- single-hecarted to prevent abuses, and unnecessary
st flot ta say foolish disp!ay. Sa now wve have banners
D-. and bannerettes, badges and dipiomas, andwe knowv
ai flot howv muc h trapping, machinery and display for
id which many can sec na use whatever, that the effect
:)ffai:t 11 is ta make people ask what ks the meaning,
's or v:.îat ks the use af ail this ? Is it necessary ?
r W' .c good end does it serve ? If these things are
ao not necessary, if they daoflot serve any good or
, sufficient end, then are thcy not worse than ridicu-
d fous ? Badges and banners and decerations af anc
r, kind and another, judging from the Cleveland
[t papiers, were a very çanspicuous feature of the)f Christian Endeavor Convention, and must have

vcost a very great outiay of time, labor and money,
ail given lovingly ive doubt flot; but the quertion

Lt stili remains for Christian people, wvere these spent
Sin the way best calculated ta please and honor the

d Master and advancc Ris cause? Such things were
ýs conspicuaus by their absence at the inception and

early gatherings of this society, now they may bc
d numbered by the score, if flot the hundred, and if
e they go on multiplying as they have been doing.

-what is the end going ta be ? To many on-
rlookers, even Christian onlookers, these thingsappear
-not anly unnecessary, but marc or less foolish and

v childish, and are caIculated bath ta turn awvay from
Sit the sympathy and goodwill of many who would
*desire ta show sympathy and goodwill, but to

divert the attention of members from the really
a grand abjects it has in viewv, and ta substitute for
,t t-iem iveak and beggarly elements. The distribu-
Y tion of such things should not bc needed in any

Christian society as a motive ta, work, and surely
*they are nat needed or intended as rewards ta, this or

that state or province for success over others in this
or that kind af Christian effort. This is ta give ta
the societies wvhat they should. most carefully avoid
the very appearance of, namely, a worldly character

1and as actuated by appeals af a worldIy kind.
We have probably said ettough ta indicate some

*directions in whîch it appears ta many sincere and
thoughtful Christiansthere isdangertasocieties vhich
ariginated with the purest motives, and for the nob-
lest ends. Did anc wîsh ta be severe in his criticism
it would flot be difficuit ta, notice the tendency ta
self-glorification, ta a certain kind af bombast in re-
ports and addrcsses, ta use their power within the
church at times unwarrantably, ta censariousness ta-
wards those whose idea af the manner af servingt
Christ in the best way, do flot just fali in with the
inethods of this or that great wide-spread and
powerful organization, and ta undervalue those quiet,
unobtrusive children of God, who live best ta servet
Hum in those gentle, unseen ways .,,hich He particu-
larly commends, but beyond the survey and
methods ai any af the sacieties whose great gathei -
ing'e just naw, especialiy, make such a noise in andr
rnanopalize ta such an extent the attention of the t
world.t

We have written thus because af sincere intrest s
in and desire ta, promate the real welfare 7f the «
Christian Endeavor and like societies, because ivee
are jealous of their good name. The mark of God's1
blessing has rested upon the first named, most mani- sfestly ini its wonderful success during its brief life.a
It evidently fils a place in the Christian church s
which no other form af Christian effort before its t
time has filled, and if it only continues truc ta, and
keeps singiy before its eye, these ends wvhich led ta i
its inception, it is calculated ta do a work for thec
church, the cause of Christ and the world, that willG
greatly hasten, by the divine blessing, that dayLwhen the knowledge of the Lord will caver the earth w
as the waters caver the sea, by raising up and send- P
ing forthahost of such consecrated, trained and quali- sfied labourers as the world has neyer yet seen and 0
the church has neyer yet sent forth. s

WX E have given this week inuch space ta the -
account of the proceedings ai the New MHebrides Mission Synod. It gives an interesting ai

view of the Christian life and work carried an by i
aur bréthren in that far away field amang the na- th
tives of these islands. Wc do flot doubt that the &
account will bc read with much interest by many of
aur readers,, if for nathing else, for the work mission-
aries froni our own churrh are doîng there, and bc- s
cause that mission bas been so .prominently brought ti
before us by the visit, such a short -tirne ago of the I
veteran New.Hebridean.-iniss.,on2ny, Rev. Dr. Paton1. D
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Among the articles which deserve special mention inThe !-orniletic Review for August are: "The Two.edgedSword in the Psalms." oy Prof. Howard Osgoad, and ilTheCauses and Care off Ministers' 'flue Monday,' by ArthurT. Pierson, D.D. The latter is especially practiczl and help-fui. A noteworthy sermon is that on IlSuicide,*' by lRev. C.W. Heisler, off Denver, Colorado. Another is that onIlNatural Selection in the Spiritural World," by Rev.Charles R. Hunt, off Keota, Iowa. The Exegetical and Ex.pository section contains an able article on IlThe Eschato.logv oi the Book of job," by Judge D. H. Balles. Rev. B.F. Kidder cnntinues his paper on Social Science and Com-parative Religinn, giving in this number, "lSame ModernAspects af thz Ualy City.' The living issue is a treatment

af the subject, l"The Religious Forces of the U.nited States,"'the statistics contained in which are abtatned ffrom Dr. H.K. Carralils recent work an the same topic. Funk & WVag-naîls Company, 3o Lafayette Place, Newv York City, $3 per
year.

The july number of T hze Canadian Mag'azine contains aninteresting variety off articles, some of them af striking ment;the illustrations, ton, are excellent. Walter Towosend's 1' TheSupernatural in Macbeth " is a valuable and masr reada',le
addition ta Shakespearian studmes. I'Tree Years Amogthe Eskimos," by J. W. Tyrrell, the explarer, is well ilus(rat-ed, exellently written, and fuîl af most înterestîng in.arma-
t ion. " Papineau and his Home," by Thos. P. Gorman, is a
timely illustrated article on the histary and environments afthat nated family. flan. Donald Macdones, Senator, contni-butes a capiausly illustrated article an the Bahamas. The(ourth off the series off articles, I l North-Western Wilds,"
by Wm. Ogilvie, F.R.G.S.. deals with the exciting narrative
at bis jaurney fram Fart Nelson, on the Liard, to St. John, onhe Peace river, -a jurney amid the grandcst scenery, but
full .if danger. Other contributians afi nterest continue ta
make The C,zadin fae'tz.:itie well deserving of the heartiestsupport ai Canadians. Published by the Ontario Publishing
Ca., Ltd., $2.5o per annum.

The Church at Home, and Mission Work in Formosa is a
r=rn in pamphlet form, fran, the Missionuîry Revie-.vo/thtW of/, addresses delivered by the Rev. G. L. MacKay,D.D.,
aur missianary and the Moderatar off the GeneralAssembly, atToronto, in Februatry last. Il is illustrated by four pictures
which, ta thase who feel irterested in Dr. MacKay and his
wark, are worth matie than the fifteen cents which the whale
pamplet costs in single numbers, or $7.50 per hundred.
Many cangregatians cauld easîly tatce a hundred and dîstri-
bute thein ta good purpose. It is unnecessary ta say that the
pamphlet is replete with interest. information and a inissian-
ary spirit off burnîng ardar. Those who heard bimt de-
liver the addresses will neyer forget them. Of anc af themnthe Rev. Dr. A. T Pierson said, that in allbis life he bail only
heard anc that he would place befare it. Funk and WVag-
nals Company, Newv York and Toronto.

7/1w Ladies' I-orneJournal for August. This number ai this
always attractive journal iswellfilled bath with înterestîng read-
ing matter and illustrations. Il cannot but be popular wber-
ever ils merits are known as it combines use with beauty. 'lMy
First Snake " is by Max 0'Rell, " Caurtship and Marriage inPurttan Days'" by Alice Marse Earl, gîves samne curians and
interesting accounts ai the difficulties ai those very necessary
things long agu. "Four Famous Young Authors " gîves brief
sketches, with votraits, off Richard Harding Davis, Rudyard
Kipling, John Kendrick Bangs and Jerome K. Jeromie. IlA
Whistling Evil " is what flot anly women but men too love, if
well told, a love stary. And sa on il goes through a mast in-
teresting literary repertoite off grave and gay, but everything
useful in its place and pure, wholesome and in goad taste.
The Curtis Publishing Camany, Philadelphia, Penn., U.S.

The Meilhoaist Maiigazine for August is a most excellent
number, filled tram ils first page ta its last with interesting,
usefful and readable matter, aIl presented in a style attractive
ta the eye, as well as ta the literary ffaculty. Apart (rom
shorter articles at the end, a tew off the more important are,
"A Rainy Day on Mount Hermon," by Lella Carman ;
IIOver the Let. mering Raîlway and through Svria," by the
editor ; IlMrs. .. ladstone and ber Gond Works,- by Mary S.
Burnett ; IIA Calony ai Mercy," by Kate T. Lover, wîth in-
stalments ai several continued staries. Our Methodist
brethren are much ta be congratulated upon their enterprise
and the literary ability shown io getting up and keeping up
sa gond a magazine manth by month. William Brîggs,
Methodist Book Raam, Toronto.

The July number of The Pul»iI is a remarkably gond
issue, cantainine complete sdrmons bv Rev. Dr. Noble, off
Chicago, an "Faith and Work-s;" Rev. Dr. Staîker, off
Glasgowv, an Abufidant Lueé;" Rev. Dr. uaxrdan, ai Boston,
on "The Alternate Attributes ;' Rev. W. I_ Watkinson, off
Liverpool, on " Keeping Up Appearances ;" Rev. Dr. Lock-
waad, off Cincinnati, on IlOne Need, One Knowledge, One
Purpose ;" and Rev. Dr. Mitchell, off Buffalo, o: I"The Pre-
sent Cail far a Revival off Amerîcan Pat.-iotisn.," which is
one of the best efforts ai this well knawn preacher. The
Put4pit gives every evidence of prasperity and at the rcducedf
subscription price it certainly deserves it. $t a year ; zo
:ents a capy. Edwin Rase, Publisher, Buffalo, N. Y.

Wornan's Work for Woinan, for August, very aptly deals
nast largely with Christian wark, and gîves mast information
about Kazea, now the scene off stnîfe sucb as nmust seriously
impede, if it does not altagether brîng ta a stand for a time,
be ,wurk ai the mîssianary. IILetters from the Front,«' are
ram Korea, Persia, Ohina, Siam, India, Syria, Mexico and
Columbia.

As the article off Rev. Dr. Jackson, publishedin'ast weel-is
ssu.e, bas been somewhat abrîdgeds we are pleased ta say

ffat, any minîster ci aur church wha may wish ta have it in
al!, may do so by sending an a postal card, addressed ta Rev.
r. Jackson, Gait, Ont., a simple intimation* a1iltir wish iar
capy.l
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