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To ArThuz R. Jenner Fost, Bsq.,
Urrer LACHINE, QUE,

Rothawmsted -~ St. Alban's, April 4ib, 1888.

Dear Sir—We shall publish in a very short time a paper
on the assimilation of nitrogen by leguminosz, in which we

« shall give a review of all the recent experiments carried out
* in Germany, France and clsewhere, this will be followed bytof cheese and butter. The Abb6 charged these tiny
. our own vesults. If the various experiments are corrcetly ! organisms with injuring the agricultural-products of the pro-
¢ -carried out, theére can be no doubt that these plants do obtain : vinoe of Quebec to the extent of 810,000,000 a year ! Perfect
- lorge amounte of nitrogen from atmospheric sources. As far

© 33 our own experiments are concerned

 ‘pheric-source would explain them eqnalf
. experiments prove that in a soil very rich in organic nitrogen '
. oropped’ continuously with legumino<z, the reduction of the |

3 soil or an atmos-
y well. Some of ¢ur

: ‘Ditrogen in the soil has'been very large, and this reduction
- "has talkien place principally in the surface soil. On the other

hand, in ordinary soils poorer in nitrogen, the removal of

|

considerable quantitics of nitrogen in a legaminous orop has
left the top soil decidedly richer in nitrogen. The nitrogen
must have come either from the atmosphere, or the subsoil. It
is very unfortunate that, all over, subsoils vary so much in cha-
racter and composition that analysis is almost useless. Assum-
ing that leguminosmo do take nitrogen from the air, when
grown in ao artificial soil deprived of its nitrogen, we are a
long way from showing that it does the same in an ordinary
field. At the present moment, I think it would be advisable
to keep your mind open on the subject: this is really what
we do, Yours traly, J. B, Lawes.

Mecting of the Société d’industrie laitidre.

The annual meeting of the above society was held at St.
Hyacinthe on the 11th and 12th of January last. It does
not seem to bhave been £0 numerously attended as asual, by
the farmers, but the nuwmber of profissional cheese- and batter-
makers present was very great.

After the opening address of the Presideat, the Hon. B.
de Ia Broere, the well-known cntomologist, M. I'abbé Pro-
vaocber, read a paper on the insecl- and vegetable-parasites

olcanliness, he said, was a sure preventive against the attaoks of
these pests. .

The report of the committee for examining the samples
of butter stated that, in their opinion, butter from cream
sixty-siz-hours old, well churned, and washed when in graiue,
shonld only be worked once. Crezm slightly acid, produced
batter of a higher flavour than when perfectly fresh,

M. J. C. Chapais read a paper on' the general relations



