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BELGIAN STRIKERS NOW
GROWING IN STRENGTH

Socialists Estimate Half
a Millm Men |
Out

MAY COMPROMISE
SUFFRAGE QUESTION

Unions Daily Joining
Ranks of Strikers—
Antwerp Diamond
Workers Reinforce
Movement—Mobs Des-
troy Ma

Brussels, April 21.—While upwards
?‘ 500,000 _meh are on strike through-
6\{( the co_yﬁtr_\' according to the esti-
mates of ‘the Socialists, both
seem to be marking time in anticipa-
tion of the debate of the Chamber of
Deputies tomorrow on the motion of
the Liberal leader M. Masson, looking
to a compromise on the suffrage ques-
tion. The cabinet met this afternoon
to consider this subject, but nothing
as to the result of the deliberations
was vouchsafed to the publi

The retail merchants associations of
Belgium with a-membership of 120,000
small traders, have sent an appeal to
all the deputies in favor of a solution
insuring permanent peace.

bean no more withdrawals than usual,
which is considered significant as indi-
cating that the strikers have not yet
begun to use their savings and would
be able to make a long fight.

Buginess in the theatres here drop-
ped fifty per cent, during the week.
The lamplighters have decided to go
on strike tomorrow night, but all pre-
parations are being made to ensure the
lighting of the streets.

Essential parts of the machinery of
the municipal refuse destroying plant
were carried off during the night, put-
ting the plant out of action, and it is
announced that the workmen at the
plant, as well as the refuse collectors,
will join the strikers tomorrow.

Batches of kers children continue
to arrive here ‘from the provinces.

The Antwerp Strikers.

Antwerp, April 21.—The strikers av‘
the port of Antwerp were reinforced
today by about 4,000 men, bringingl
the total number of 25,000 men. This
was due to the adhesion of the di
mond workers and the shutting down
of several minor industries. Several
hundred diamond workers with bands
and banners paraded the streets in an
orderly manner.

More ships arrived here today than
on Saturday owing to notification hav-
ing been sent out by the steamship
companies to all agents that no trouble
had occurred and that they could se-
cure the services of a sufficient num-
ber of dockers to load and
the vessels.

A big firm in the business of build-
ing automobile bodies notified all its
employees that those who joined the
strike would be instantly dismissed.

unload

INMUNTTION SHD
T0E ummm‘

Militia Departmeht Has Refus-
ed to Accept Large Quanti-
ties from Quebec as Improp-
erly Manufactured.

Special to The Standard,

Ottawa, April 21.—Repdrts have
been received from Quebec’that am-
munition manufactured for the depart.
ment of militia and defence has been
rejected. While these have not been
ofticially confirmed, and Col. the Hon.
Bam Hughes when asked about the
report tonight refused to discuss it,
it is learned from other gources that
the department has refused to accept
+ considerable quantity of ammuni-
tion, amounting to. several thousand
counds as improperly tanufactured.

Col, B, W, B. Morrison, the new mas.
ter general of ordnance, has been In
Quebec and the detection of the de-
lect in the ammunition is a result of
an investigation made by him in con-
nection with the administration of his
office. It is understood that Col., Mor-
rison hag made a report dealing with
the manufscture of this ammunition,
and the reason for its rejection, but
details of the report are being closely
guarded. The ammunition was of re-

Fhe savings bank rep¥it “®ere htu\d“ Associated Press despatch was
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INTERVIEW
MISQUOTED
B, MLEDD

Provincial Secretary Never
Made the Statements At-
tributed to Him in Interview
In Montreal.

—t

Special to The Standard,

Fredericton, Apri —Hon, H. F.
McLeod, Provincial Secretary, who
has returned from Ottawa, declared
this afternoon that hé had been mis
quoted and made to make statements
which were absolutely at varlance
with what he had said in an interview
which had been sent out from Mont-
real in the Canadian Association
Press of Friday last.

The interview had Hon. Mr. Mc;
leod as saying ‘that an eleotion
“seems to be the natural way out of
the difficulty,” that “even if the Gov-
ernment qaval bill goes through the
House of f'ommons without a riot, it
is very li}oly to be smashed by the
Senate,” And that “an appeal to the
country is the surest way of settling
the question.”

“I never made any such statements
as attributed to me,” declared Hon
Mr. McLeod, “That interview is an
absolute misrepresentation, just ag
was the interview appearing in a
Montreal . paper from whieh the. Cana-

appavently made up. All I said abount
elections was that if there was an
election on the naval issue the Lib:
ergls would be left with only one seat
in New Brunswick.”

SENSHTIONL
MURDER SE
N AMAERST

Charles Watt Charged With
Particularly Horrible Crime
—Alleged He Murdered In-
fant and Burned Body.

Special to The Standard.

Amherst, N. S., April 21.—The ar-
rest of Charles Watt, a boiler maker,
at the Robb Engineering Works, on
the charge of murder, is the one topic
of conversation 4n this town tonight.
Watt was placed under arrest at noon
today, but no publicity was given to
the fact until tonight.

Three weeks ago; Watts’ sister, who
is now an inmat his. home, gave
birth to an illegitimate child. The
mother has been seriously ill since
that time and on Mrs, Watt devolved
the care of the girl infant.

Her story of the alleged crime is
to the effect that her husband came
home at midnight on Saturday partial.
ly under the influence of liquor. The
child was in a baby's basket in his
bedroom and was being fed from a
nursing bottle. He pulled the bottle
from the child which began to cry.
After using some profane language,
Watt, according to his wife's story,
deliberately smothered the child by
holding a handkerchief over its face
and pressing his hand on the mouth
and throat,

Mrs. Watt further relates that when
life was extinct he took the body of
the infant downstairs, and the next
thing she heard him doing was put-
ting on a fire in the large hall stove.
He was up and down stairs frequently
and through the night replenished the
fire.

Barly Sunday morning he told his
sister Le was going fishing, and took
a rod and canvas bag with him. The
bag appeared to be filled.

Mrs. Watt, while relating her story
this afternoon, swooned away on more
than one occasion and was in a hyster.
fcal and- half crazed condition. She
made the startling statement that the
canvas bag which her husband carried
away with him showed marks of ashes
in it when he returned.

The police are searching for some
evidence to verify the story of the
wife .qr sister and it is not likely that
the preliminary examination will be
held for some days.

Later on examination and screening
of the ashes which remained in the
stove, the police tonight found a num-
ber of buttons,.a few pins, and some
small bones. .

The accused is well connected, and
much sympathy is felt for the family.
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SENSELESS OBSTRUCTION  BRITISH TREATIES 0

Bill to Aid Roads Ob-
ructed All Day
Yesterday*

PUTTING POLITICS
BEFORE BUSINESS

Liberals Fighting Against
the Farmers in Vain
Effort to Keep Credit
for Wise Legislation
Away from Government

RS

Special to The Standard,

Ottawa, April 21.—The opposition
spent the day in obstrueting the High-
ways Bill, just as on Friday they ob.
structed the bill to appropriate ten
million dollars for the advancement
of agriculture.

These two measures, designed for
the betterment of conditions in the ru-
ral districts, and the stimulation of
the farming industry, were, it will be
remembered, held wp by Sir Wilfrid
Laurier and his followers last session,
being in principle the same then as
T § fon the fight against
farmer has been resumed.

The Burrell Bill fixes the amount
to be spent and apportions it among
the provinces on a basis of population,
the total amount to be expended in
each year béimg-declared in the legis-
lation. This bill is attacked-an the
pretext that parliament should “mot

veté money for more than one year.

The Highways BiM, as pointed out by
the Prime Minister, is an enabling
bill enly, 4Jt does  not appropriats
money. In this respect it is just what
the Liberal critics want the Burrell
bill to be,

The opposition is not satisfied. Sir
‘Wilfrid Laurier came *forward with
an objection today that the govern-
ment, in spending the money, might
discriminate as between provinces.
This in the face of the assurance
that the appropriations would be plac-
ed in the estimates each year exactly
upon the basis upon which the pro-
vincial subsidies are computed. In
following this course the opposition is
accomplishing two objects: first, to
obstruct two bills that they do not
like; and secondly, to delay the re-
sumption of the closure debate,

There is a more or less %®eneral
understanding that the decision forc-
ed upon the Liberal caucus last week
will be carried out, and that the vote
on the closure will take place tomorrow
or Wednesday.There is, however, no
definite understanding, the Pugsley
element being still strong. Today
when the Prime Minister proposed to
continue the closure debate Sir Wil-
frid Laurier objected, ' that he expect
ed the Highways Bill. The Highways
Bill was accordingly taken up and the
closure will be resumed tomorrow.

Discussing Partisanship.

After the formal busginess had been
concluded, Mr. Cochrane moved the
second reading of his bill to amend
the Intercolonial and Prince Edward
Island Railway Employes’ Provident
Fund Act. He explained that it was
to empower the government to return
to men, dismissed for political parti-
sanship, the money they have paid in-
to the funds. Mr. Graham advocated
allowing the raillway men to take full
part in municipal pollitics.

Mr. MacDonald asked if preparing
the electoral lists would be consid-
ered an act of partisanship sufficient
to justify dismissal.

Mr. Cochrane said that it would
depend on the facts.

Mr, MacDonald said he had a case
in his county of a man who had been
dismissed for preparing electoral lists
some years previously.

Mr. Borden pointed out that the
civil service act already provideg for
the conduct of civil servants with re-
gard to political work.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier urged that par-
tisanship shouwld be held to include
all party work either at election times
or between elections, as in preparing
electoral lists.

He recognized that in every elec-
tion men were tempted to forget that
they were public servants. Men who
took the public money should cease to
be partisans, He went on to ex-
plain. the attitude of his own govern-
ment with regard to dismissals. When
a member of parliament gave his
word, that an employee had been
guilty of partisanship, that man
should be dismissed. In other cases
there should be investigation.

Mr. Borden was disposed to agree
that party work performed between
elections should be regarded as par-
tisanship.

Mr. Cochrane gave a list of the men
dismissed for partisanship up to No-
vember 11 last. He rather thought
that Intercolonial men should be al-
lowed to go into munmicipal politics,
except that the men who are asked
to take office usually are important of-
ficers whose time is fully needed by
the public service. When consulted
by men asked to take office he has
discouraged them.

At the suggestion of Sir Wilfrid
Laaurier, / Cochrane amended the
bill so that\in all cases the men shall
get all thier money back,

Continued on page two.

BRANCH TRAIN JUMPS TRACK:
FIREMAN. KILLED, MANY HURT! IN DEBATE ON

Dalhousie Branch Train While Running Into Campbellton for
Repairs Leaves the Rails With Fatal Results— Investi-
gation Will Be Held at Once.

Special ¥o. The Stand:

Campbeliton, April 21—A bad wreck
occurred today on the I. C. R, three
and a half miles below here. The Dal-
housie branch train composed of an
engine, passenger and freight car
jumping the track,®causing the death
of the fireman, minor injuries to three
or four of the passengers and consider-
able damage to the permanent W
The branch train which usually plies
between Dalhousie and Dalhousie Junc-
tion comes right through to Campbell-
ton every Monday morning for minor
repairs. \

The train jn charge of Conductor
Lampkey wi Brakeman McMillan,
Engineer T. G, Seott.and Fireman Jas.
Jamieson, left Campbellton running
tender first shortly after 9 a. m., hit-
ting up a pretty lively clip. At a
point a little beyond Richards, the
tender jumped the track and plowing
over the sleepers, landed in the ditch
on the left of the roadbed, followed by
the cars, while the engine swung di-
rectly acrogs the track the rea
being buried in the bank oh the right
of the track.

The passengers knew nothing until
they were all thrown in a heap in the

r, panic stricken. Willing hands
were soon at the spot to assist in the
rescue, the passengers being safely got.
ten out of the car, all more or less
bruised. W, D, Duncan, of Campbellton,

- L EMBER
MILL BURNED

Portage Lake Mill in Northern
Maine Completely Destroy-
ed—Loss $10,000 — Will
be Rebuilt Immediately.

Special to The Standard.
Bangor, Me., April

Portage lLake, Wednesday night by
fire which is thought to have origi-
nated from a hot box about the shaft-
The loss, which is estimated at
between $60,000 and $70,000; is fully
covered by in ance. Vice-president
Archibald of the Co., the majority of
whose stock is owned by the Blanchard
Lumber Co. of Boston, announced that
the mill, which is one of the largestin
northern Maine, will be rebuilt im-
mediate
Five cars

ing.

parily loaded with lum-
ber, were bur on the mill siding.
A Bangor aund 0ostook. freight train
arrived® $vom #Fort Mt while the
fire was in progress and drew five
other cars out of danger. The loco-
motive then went to Ashland and
brought back the fire department from
that town. When they arrived, how-
ever, the fire had burned itself out
The lumber piles near the mill were
saved. The mill turned out frgm five
to £ix carloads of lumber daily, during
the season, and employed 60 men.

TAX COLLECTONS LEWY
O HOUSEHBLD E000S
OF UCHESS BELFID

Silver Cup Taken to Satisfy
Debt—She is a Suffragette
—Arson Squads Still on the
Warpath.

London, April 21.—Distraint was lev-
ied today upon Duchess Adeline of
Bedford for non-payment of her taxes.
A silver cup was taken to satisfy the
claimg of the tax collecfors,

The Duchess is an ardent suffragette
and she took this means of showing
her hostility to the taxation of women
while they are still without the fran-
chise.

The Arson Squads,

Arson squads of militant suffraget-
tes were out in several places during
last night. They burned a hayrick in
Wiltshire belonging to the father of
Charles Hobhouse, the Chancellor of
the Duchy of Lancaster, while the
grand stand at the llf:;rd football

rgrounds was also set on fire by them

but the flames were quenched by a
watchman ‘before they had obtained
a hold.

News has
reached here of the total loss of the
big Portage Lake Mill C mill at

was perhaps the worst injured, the
shock affecting. him so that he fainted
three times or four times before he
wasg removed from the car,

While the passengers were being
removed the train crew were busy
endeavoring to extricate Jamieson,
the fireman, who was pinned under-
neath the engine with his legs brok-
en and it was feared internal injuries.
He wag removed to a neighboring
house where the medical men who
had been hurried to the scene, did
all in their power for him, but he died
about three o'clock, without regain-
ing consciousness.

The engineer escaped with but a
slight shaking, the conductor being
unharmed and the brakeman receiv-
ing a slight bruise on the shoulder.
The breakdown gang were rushed to
the scene, while the wrecking crane
was hurried up from Moncton. The
Ocean Limited was held up at Camp-
bellton while an emigrant train from
the east transferred her passengers at
the scene of the wreck and returned
east with the Dalhousie passenger:

In nversation with the, railway
authorities this afternoon. no reason
could be assigned for the disaster,
the marks being plainly shown on
the track where the tender jumped
the rails, which were quite sound at
this point. The matter will be sub-
jected to an early investigation.

HERMA
WES KILED

Fred Libby Met Instant Death
When Dynamite Exploded—
Now Searching For Family
Without Success. :

Special to The Standard.

Smyrna Mills, Maine, April 21, —Ef-
orts are being made by the Dean Lum-
ber Co, here to locate the relatives of
Fred Libby, a 23 year old river driver,
who was blown to pieces by the prema-
ture disr}mrgp of 12 sticks of dyna-
mite this week, He is thought
have come from eit Halif: St.
John or Portland. All efforts toward
locating his family has as yet proved
unavailing.

Libby was engaged in loading the
dynamite with caps and fuses at
‘razy Brook, some miles from here,
when the explosion occurred. He was
blown two or three rods and horribly
mangled. An arm and both legs were
broken. He lived half an hour without
regaining consciousneéss. John Galla-
gher, a fellow workman, was standing
two rods away when the explosion oc-
curred, but was uninjured. Libby
hired out at Houlton and was a steady
workman and a skilful river driver,

COURTS OF INQUIRY
COUNT PROT

Four Hundred Ballots May
Change Present Results in
Several Places—Many Co
flictina Opinions.

Edmonton, April 21—Four courts of
inquiry opened today to count four
hrndred protested ballots in the Ed-
monton City provincial election. The
Liberals believe the result will place
MacKay beside Cross as successful.

In McLeod, the Conservative can-
didate has 17 over Premier  Sifton
with 46 ballots protested, which may
change the results. In Clearwater
the result is still uncertain pending
a count of eleven protested ballots. In
Medicine Hat the result is also still
in doubt with the Conservative candi-
date ‘ahead by 37 with five polls to
hear from.

As results now stand the Liberals
have 39 including two defewred and
Conservatives seventeen.

GYPSUM WORKERS ON
STRIKE FOR MORE PAY.

Halifax, April 21.—Two hundred and
fifty men working at the gypsum quar-
ry of the J. B. King Company at Went-
worth and Avondale, and T. A. Mosh-
er's at Newport went on strike today
for higher wages. They ask for an ad-
vance of 25 cents per day all around.

ISE CLOSURE
SUFFRAGETTE

Home Secretary McKenna Ap-
plies it in British House and
Ends Argument Over His
Militant Bill.

London, Apri he bill aimed
at hunger strikes by militant suffra-
gettes introduced.in the House of
Commons on March 28 by the Home

etary, Reginald McKenna, came

r discussion in the house today.
Secretary McKenna appealed for ur-
gent action because, pending the pas-
sage of the bill he felt it his duty to
continue forcible feeding, which he
was desirous of avoiding. At the same
time he refused to accept a comprom-
ise having the effect of prohibiting
forcible feeding, for the reason that
he wished to retain the power to r
gort to this method. In his opinion
the rele of a hunger striker might
endanger public interest,

The bill provides for the temporary
conditional discharge of prisoners
whose detention is undesirable on ac-
count of their condition of health.
Prisoners discharged in this way would
have to return. to prison on the expir-
ation of the period stated in their or-
der of release, or would be liable to ar-
rest without a warrant.

Numerous amendments were - pro-
posed both for and against the suffra-
gette interest but all were omupsed,
by the government apparently with a
view to aiding the progress of the bill,
in order to get it through the com-
mittee stage without change. The
amendments were rejected or with-
drawn, and after several hours’ dis
cussion, Home Secretary McKenna
applied closure amid strong protests,
and the first clause was adopted by a
vote of 208 to 30. The remaining
clauses were then adopted and the
bill passed through committee unr

amended.
e ey

NOWA SCOTIA
WINS VIETORY

Fred Curtis, Aged 16, Secures
Verdict in Maine Supreme
Court—. Out But Few
Minutes.

Special to The Standard,

Belfast, Me., April 21. S,
a 16-year- is, 1
just won a verdict of $2
the supreme court here against Wil
liam Gould, a Jackson farmer, on a
suit to recover pay for work done on
Gould’s farm from June to Novem-
ber last year.

On the witness stand young Curtis
said that he had made no trade with
Gould when he went to work, although
he had been told that he would be paid
“what was reasonable.” He declared
that he received but $4 in cash for
his summer's labors. Once Gould
gave him 75 cents and told him to
go to the Monroe fair and stay two
days and enjoy himself “regardless
of expense,” On cross-examination
he said Gould had also given him a
$5 gun, a suit of clothes and some
overalls. He left his job because
gould threatened to “lick him” for
not doing his work as it should be
done.

Freddie said that while on the Gould

| tarm he did the chores, drove a team,

helped hay, helped hoe, dug potato°s
picked rocks, gathered apples, pulleq
weeds, and a few other odd jobs.

Gould thought Freddie's experiencq
on the farm should have been both
pleasant and valuable, he said in
court. He told the jury that Freddie
went fishing every once in a while
and that he bought him an outfit in
cluding a $6 suit and a $3 pair ol
shoes. He declared the lad's wages
had been fixed at $8 a month, and that
he had him charged with money and
goods amounting to $10.15. Fred did
a man’s work, Gould admitted.

After being out but a few minutes
the jury returned a verdict in favor of
the boy.

b S
POLICE HAD BUSY NIGHT.

The police had a busy. time last
night rounding up. drunks and ob-
streporous characters. About eleven
o'clock Carl Atto, a German, assaulted
Charles Anderson on Rodney wharf,
and created a disturbance which
brought Officers Pitt and Dykeman
to the scene. They put a damper on
his warlike spirit, and this morning
he will have to face a charge of as-

‘o
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Senator Chamberfain In-
troduces New Element
in Canal Controversy

WOULD REMOVE THE
GROUND OF PROTEST

Resolution Meets With
Strong Support in U.S.
Senate—Believe It Will
Pass With Very Large
Majority.

April 21.—

of the treaties

Britain bearing on Isthmian

presented to the Senate today

olution by Senator Chamber-
new element into the

canal controver

tween the count

over the right of the United States

to exempt American coastwise shi

from the payment of tolls. v

Senator O'Gorman, chairman of the
inter-oceanic canals committee which
must handle canal legislation in the
senate, tonight endorsed the principle
embodied in the Chamberlain resolu-
tion. lier in the day state depart.
ment officials had expressed ignor-
ance of Senator Chamberlain’s plang
to introduce the resolution.

The Chamberlain resolution would
require the P dent to proceed at
once to terminate the Hay-Pauncefola
Treaty of 1901, and the Clayton-Bi
wer Treaty of 1872, which it super-
seded. In a’statement Senator Cham-
berlain said the treaties and records
would show that the United States
never planned to ve Great Britain
such treaty rights as would justify.
the protests that country has made.

Senator O’Gorman said: “Senator
“hamberlain’s resolution
concrete statement of the p
took in the last session, that if the

Pauncefote Treaty jus es Great
Britain in making the protest now be-
fore our government, then it would
be well if means could be found to
abrogate the treaty.”

The new angle to the situation caus-
ed much “discussion in senate circles
during the day and brought out many
endorsements of the proposal. Senat-

‘Gorman declared at the close of

session that he believed that

the resolution would pass by a large
major if it came to a vote.

A meeting of the inter-oceanic can-
als committee had been called for to-
morrow, but it was postponed until
next Tuesday.

Senator Root's bill for a repeal of
the free toll provision now hefore
the committee. It v apparent today
that much of the support that was
mustered in the last session to p
vent the change of free tolls provi-
sion will now be brought to the sup-
port of the plan to @brogate treaties
that may be interpreted as gi
Greal Britain any ground for protest.

NEGRO BOY DROWNED
BY MEN WHO CLAIMED
HE STOLE DINNERS

White Men Under Arrest Are
Charged With Murder of
Colored Lad — Was Hurled
Into River.

for abrogation
Great
righ

21. negro youth
of about 3 old, who wandered
into town Saturday, was hurled into
the Winooski River, where he was
drowned, it is charged, by four men,
three of whom haa 2 d him of
stealing their dinner pail

Three of the men, Henry McCabe,
James Sweeney and John Jennison,
all of this town, were arrested lasu
night and taken to the jail at Birming-
ham. Their companion, Henry Good-
ri also of Bolton, has disappeared
and is being sought.

Jennison volunteered

ances of the negro's
police that his story was corro!
orated by the other prisoner C-
cording to their version of the affair,
the boy was an unwilling participant
in a game of “snap the whip” which
crowned their efforts to extort a con-
fession from him. When the whip
“snapped” the victim shot into the
stream and sank after a brief struggle.

the circum-
death, and

e ———
sault. Barly this mornjng a man
named McKenna was adrift on Char-
lotte street, much the worse for an
overdose of fire water, and very noisy
and blasphemous. Heé was run in and
will face a charge of being drunk
and profane. In other parts of the
city there was an undue amount of
celebration, and the police had to run
in about a dozen men who were too
far gone to look after themselves or
behave themselves.




